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ADVERTISEMENT. 



^ The first Edition of the History of the 

Campaign of 1796, in Germany, and in 
Italy, published thr6e years ago, having 
been exhausted for a long time back, and 

its author having proposed, also to, pub- 

• 

lish the History of the War carried on, 
in 1797, 1798, an4 1799, in Germany, 
;; Italy, Switzerland, and Holland, he has 
'^ been induced to make a second Edition 
A of his first work* He has added to it, 
^ and has caused to be expressly engraved 
for the purpose. Maps of the countries 
which were the theatre of the campaign 
of 1796. Several additions and correc- 
tions have al^o been made. The Author, 
however, has made no other changes than 
what the truth of the facts rendered ne- 
VOL. I. b 
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cessary : he has left all the reasonings, 
opinions, and conjectures, such as they 
were in the first Edition, thinking that 
the reader of the present day will not be 
displeased to find what were the impres- 
sions, which the events and the result of 
\kte <!ampaign had made on the public 
inind^ ^at the comi&ftncement of the yeiar 
1797) tfaietime at. which this work was 
iStst publi^ed. 

It is scarcely iiecessary to say, tl^t the 
high pnct to wbich paper has lately risen, 
and the still greater increase of expense, 
iacurred foy the additiooi of the maps, 
do not ^permit the price of this volume 
to be left the s^ttne as that of the first 
Edition. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



PREFACE. 



jSO penpn can be ignorant, how to- 
tally the war, vbich has desolated £uropQ 
for five years, has diffiiensd fnDm all pitt- 
cediog ones, in iU nature, in the means 
that have been employed for the pro- 
secution of it, and in the consequences 
that have resulted iinom it. Its history, 
insepctraUe from that of the French 
Eevolution, will, doubtless, be the most 
remarkable feature of tiie annals of this 
i^e. llie campaigns of 1794 and 1796 
will particularly atfiact the attention of 
posterity. In the first of these, politi- 
cal errors, still more than force of arms, 
enabled the French to become masters 
ci the Netherlands, of Holland, and of 
aU the countries on this side of the 
Bhi»e. The union of Belgium to France, 
b « 
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and the application of the French sys- 
tem to HoUand, left no doubt of the 
project formed by the French, to enlarge 
their territory, and to, compel Europe to 
submit, either to their arms or their prin- 
ciples. The spirit of moderation, whicsh 
^the successors of Roberkpierre were 'ob- 
liged to affect for some time, as well ris 
other political reasons, < prevented the 
French from pursuing their ambitious de- 
sigDs^ during the year 1795. They re- 
.Bumedi the execution of them in 1796, 
employed more conisidecable m6ans, and ■ 
combined them with greater ability. They 
^cn^w how to take advantage of the dis- 
union and the errors of their enemies ; 
diminished, their numbers, partly by lier^ 
for, partly by seduction; invaded Ger- 
many i as well : as Italy.; and were on 
the point of accomplishing their plan 
of general disorganization in its fullest 
extent. One young hero saved Germany : 
but a young man; also, on /the other side, 
was almost constantly victorious in Italy. 
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. The disastrous consequences which these 
events might have brought with them ou 
Eurpjpe, the eflfetts which they have al- 
ready produced, and those which may re- 
suJt from tjieni hereafter, attach a con- 
siderable degree of importance and of 
interest to the campaign of 1796* Possibly 
there may be some persons who would 
wish to have before them, in one view, all 
the various facts: which compose it, com- 
bined, arrajiged, aod connected. This is 
what the Author now presumes to offer to 
the public. He. has neglected no in- 
quiries, nor paini^y to give to this historical 
account, exactness, and perspicuity, the 
only merits of which a. work of this sort 
will admit It seems to him, that he who 
writes, not on theories, but on facts, is ab- 
solutely bound, to be impartial, both with 
respect jto things, and to persons, whatever 
may be.his own. interests and opinions. 
He has endeavoured to. prove himself such 
tp Jbis roaders. 
Xhe ms^terialft frona which this work is 

» 
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composed, have been partly collected 
from the accdunts officially publbhed at 
London, Vienna, and Paris; and partly 
procured through the means of a corre- 
spondence constantly kept up with some 
distinguished military characters on the 
Continent Some of these have been, and 
Still are, actually engaged in this war ; and 
the others have watched its progress with 
the most attentive and intelligent obser- 
vation. No pains have been spared to 
put together and to compare these various 
materials* This work is, in fact, an ab- 
stract and a combination of all these ac^ 
counts* — ^The author has endeavoured to 
draw, from the whole, a result, if not ab- 
solutely correct, at least, as nearly so, as 
it was in his power to make it. 

The knowledge which he himself has 
personally had of the greater part of the 
theatre of the war, of some of the armies 
which are engaged in it, and of several of 
the Generals who command them, joined 
to some degree of experience on the sub-* 
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jeqt, cannot have failed to be of considers 
able use to him. 

He hopes it will not be expected, that 
there should be found in this historical de- 
tail, a constant and minute criticism on 
the operations of the Commanders, and on 
,the eauses of their success or their failures. 
On this point he has thought it right to 
impose on himself a good deal of reserve. 
— For if the art of war presents so qiany 
difficulties to those who are carrying it o^ ; 
if its chances are attended with so many 
vicissitudes ; if accident so often decrives 
the foresight of the mpst able commands, 
or gives him unexpected success ;. would 
it not be ridiculous in any man to pre- 
sume, in his closet, to form a correct judg- 
ment of military operations, the object, as 
well aS' the probable advantages and in- 
conveniences of which, are often un- 
known, even to those who are employed 
to execute them ? 

Anxious as the author is to avoid this 
reproach, he has, nevertheless, endeavour- 
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ed to explain the motives for the different 
movements of the armies, and has not 
refrained from presuming to censure or to 
applaud, where there was evidently room 
either for. the one or the other. If, not- 
withstanding the choice of his correspon* 
dents, and his earnest endeavour to relate 
the exact truth, he has (as.tkere is too 
much reason to fear) fallen into some er^ 
rors,. he hopes to be pardoned from the 
reflection that will occur to candid minds, 
cm the difficulty of stating facts quite 
correctly, when one is at once so' distant 
from, the countries, and so near to the 
period, in which the events to be recorded 
took place. 
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CHAPTER L 
Relative situation qf the Imperial and Repuh^ 
lican Armies before the opening of the cam- 
paig7i— 'Estimate of their respective force — 
Interest of the French to carry on an offensive 
war — Interest of the Imperialists to adopt a 
defensive one — Rupture of the Armistice-r 
Movements of the French on both banks qf 
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treat of the French beyofid the Rhine and 
the Sieg. 

At is D^essary, before entering pn a narrative 
of the events of this campaign, to explain the 
strength and position of the adverse armies, at 
you I. n 
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the moment of its commencement, and to intro- 
duce some details on the interests of the Bellige- 
rent powers, on the objects to which their views 
were apparently directed, and on the means which 
they respectively possessed to attain them. 

At the period of opening the campaign, the 
Imperial and French Armies were situated in the 
following manner* — The Rhine separated them, 
from the frontiers of Switzerland to the environs 
of the town of Spires, where it ceased to be their 
ccmimon barrier. Beyond that city, the canton- 
ments which they respectively occupied, at the 
distance of some leagues from eaqh other, ex- 
tended across the Upper Palatinate, the Duchy 
pf Deux Fonts, and the Hundsruck, The line 
occupied by the Imperial army, passed through 
the towns of Spires, Neustadt, Kayserslautern^ 
Kussell; and from thence, crossing the Nahe, 
terminated at the Rhine, in the neighbourhood of 
Baccharacfa. At this point, that river again 
became the common separation of both armies, 
and continued so to beyond Cologne, between the 
river Sieg, and the town of Dusseldorflf. The 
Austnans and French divided between Ifaem the 
spaee between the river and the last-mentioiied 
fortress, before which the army of the latter had an 
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enfrenched camp. Th^ Imperialists possessed on 
the Rhine the strong fortresses of Philipsbiirgl^ 
Manheim, Mentz, find Ehrenbreitstein. The 
French, on their part, possessed on the Upper 
I^iiiney those of Alsace, aqd on the Lower Rhine^ 
that of Dusseldorf. 

With respect to the strength of the opposed 
armies, it is obvious, no one could be jable to 
appreciate them with absolute precision and cer* 
tainty, unless he were either the commander ia 
chief, or at least an officer of the staff of botll 
armies. The inquiries^ however, on this poiq^ 
have been numerous and extensive, and addressed 
for the purpose to those persons, whom their 
local position, and their military situation equally 
placed within reach of very good information on 
the subject From the result of communications 
sa obtained, a near estimate may be formed of the 
numbers of the French and Imperial armies, at 
the opening of this campaign. They authorise a 
statement, that at this time, the two Freach armiefl^ 
commanded by Generals Jourdan and Moreau^ 
amounted to more than 160,000 men; and that 
the Imperial forces, commanded by hjs Royal 
Highness the Archduke Charles, including the 

B 8 
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Saxons and other contingents of the Empire, 
were nearly 150,000 men. 

Every motive which determined the French 
Government to continue the war, made it likewise 
their interest^ or rather indeed imposed upon them 
the necessity to carry it beyond the Rhine, and 
into the heart of Germany. They bad at their 
command a great number of soldiers, but were in 
want of money to pay them, of clothes to cover 
them, and means to subsist them. The Nether- 
lands, Holland, and the countries situated between 
the Meuse and the Rhine, had borne, during two 
years, the whole burden of maintaining the French 
armies. These countries, but a short time before 
so rich and so abundant, were exha^usted ; their 
whole specie was absorbed by contributions, their 
manufactures were suspended, and their produce 
consumed. An immense quantity of paper money, 
without any real value, had operated to paralyze 
their commerce and their industry. The produc- 
tions and commodities of the country were scarcely 
equal to the consumption of the armies and of the 
inhabitants. Two years had been sufficient to 
place t^je countries conquered by France on a 
level with herself; and to reduce them to one 
common equality of death and misery. It was 
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become therefore absolutely necessary, at what- 
soever price it was to be accomplished, that the 
French should march forward into other countries, 
in search of subsistence! of horses, of clothes, and 
above all, of monefy. These views were most 
unequivocally expressed by the Directory, in the 
order given to their Generals, that they should 
maintain their troops by victory* 

To this urgent call of necessity were added some 
motives of ambition, and reasonings of political 
interest The Directory flattered itself— that by 
an invasion of Germany, it would accomplish the 
disunion of the Germanic body — that the inferior 
Princes, struck with terror, would hasten, by 
turns, to purchaise a separate peace — that the 
Emperor, reduced to his own forces, stripped of 
one part of his dominions, and fearing to lose 
what remained, would in the end subscribe to 
such conditions of peace, as it should please his 
conquerors to impose — that at the conclusion of 
the war, its final result wotild place all the coun- 
tries on their side the Rhine, in the possession of 
the French, and the fate of Germany ip their 
disposal ; find would leave them enriched with / 
its spoils, and dictating laws to Europe, — Such 
was the brilliant perspective which presented 
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itself ta the chiefs of the French liepnblic, and 
at once directed their views, and animated their 
expectations. ^ 

If from what has been here suggested, it should 
appear that their plan would of course be offen* 
sive, every thing on the other hand seemed to 
prescribe to the court of Vienna a line of conduct 
almost entirely the reverse. A concurrence of 
military and political considerations ought to 
have engaged it to persist in the defensive system, 
which it had adopted, and pursued with advan- 
tage, the preceding year. The situation of the 
French and Imperial armies offered to the latter 
but few means to ensure, and but little reason to 
expect success in an offensive war. Several cam- 
paigns (amongst others, those of 1674* and 1793) 

* The Elector of Brandenburg and the Duke de 
Bournonville, penetrated into Upper Alsaoe, in l674, 
and established themselves therein winter quarters. 
M. de Turenne, who they imagined was at a great 
distance from them^ secretly passed the Vosgts, and 
came unawares upon the quarters of the Imperial army. 
After having taken some of them, he marched rapidly 
to Cohnar, where the Elector and the Duke were . 
stationed. He attacked them on the i^th of January^ 
defeated them, and obliged them to return in disorder 
to Strasburgh, where they repassed the Rhine. Thus, 
in a few days, M. de Tureane, whose forces did not 
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bad sufficiently shewn them how extremely diffi** 
cult it was to penetrate into Alsace, and abQve 
all, to maintain themselves there. France was 
scarcely more vulnerable by the rout of the Sarre 
and the MoseUe, which were defended by a great 
number of sirong places. They could still less 
think of retaking the Netherlands^ and of ad* 
vancing betweeii the Mosette and the Meuse^ 
the French being masters of Dusseldorf, of all 
the fortified towns of the Meuse, and of those 
ckf Holland. At any rate, the Imperial army, 
being of inferior force, would have been unable 
to penetrate to the frontiers of France, or even 
to the Meuse, without fighting many battles. The 
iadvadtages of the French, both in number and 
position, wQuld have oecessaxily occasioned the 

amoHnt to 30,000 men, drove from Alsace 60,000, wh6 
bad imagined theaiaelves to be secure. Tliese events 
were without doubt to be attributed as much to the 
position which the Imperialists occupied, and which 
lay between the mountains of the Fo9g€s and the Rhine, 
as to the superior talents <^ M. de Turenne. Tias 
position would be at this time more dangerous, Stras- 
burgh belonging at present to France. It is in th6 
memory of every one, that at the dnd of l796> Maf»i 
sbal de Wurmser wa» not more fortunate in hpvfeic 
Alsace, and that after having resisted forty -two suc- 
cessive attacks, he was obliged to yield to the French, 
and was under the necessity of Kpaasing'tbe RhiQe« 
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loss of much time and many men ; and could it 
even have been supposed that the Aiistrians would 
have been always victorious, the most successful 
campaign could at best have probably ended only 
in putting them in possession of one or two 
strong places, and in effecting their arrival on 
the banks of the Meuse. 

The strength and situation of the Republican 
armies, did not however permit the Court of 
Vienna to hope for these successes. It was evi^^ 
dent that, whether In Alsace or on the Sarre^ the 
Moselle or the Meuse, all the chances, and all 
the advantages were on the side of the French. 
The AustrianSi therefore, ought to have adopted 
a plan for the campaign, of which the basis should * 
have been essentially defensive, but the opera^ 
tions of which might be partially offensive, ac- 
cording to circumstances, and the nature of the 
countries. 

If, in a military point of view, the interest of 
the Emperor prescribed to him a defensive war/ 
)t was still better adapted to his circumstances in 
A political aspect The loss of the Netherlands and 
Holland, and the defection of Prussia and Spain, 
deprived the rest of the coalitio^n of every possi- 
bility of making conquests upon France. Under 
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. the necessity of continuing the war, the combined 
plan of England and of Austria was less directed 
against the armies of the Republic, than against 
her finances and military resources. To follow 
up this system with advantage, it became the 
object of the campaign to observe, to exhaust^ 
and to gain time, rather than to win battles* 
The great poin^ was to reduce the French to their 
own resources alone, for the payment and main* 
tenance of their numerous armies, to confine them 
on their frontiers, and on those of the conquered 
countries ; in a word, to hinder them from pene* 
trating into, and spreading in Germany. 

The most natural and most easy method to ac« 
complish this object was, without doubt, to take 
the course of the Rhine as the line of defence^ 
and to give to the different corps of the Imperial 
army, the same disposition which Marshal Clairfait 
had established in 1795, a disposition of which 
that General's success had proved the advantage. 
It appeared adviseable, after his example, to 
abandon to the French, the Hundsruck and the 
Duchy of Deux Fonts, countries of little import- 
ance in themselves, already exhausted by the war, 
and which belong always of course, except in the 
case of a great superiority of force, to the pos- 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



10 

sesi^r of Landau, Bitche, Sarrelouis, Treves^ 
Traerbach, and Coblentz. By abandoning these 
countries, and carrying the greater part of tbeir 
forces to the right bank of the Rhine, the Austria 
and would have been in a situation to strengthen 
it with a sufficient number of men, to defend the 
passage of that River from Basle to Manhetm, 
and to place between the latter fortress, and that 
of Mentz, a large body of troops, which could 
veadily advance to the succour of either of those 
places, and support their garrisons. By adopts 
ing this disposition, the Imperialists would have 
been enabled to place on the Lahn and the Steg, 
more than a third of tbeir army ; to reinforce 
their right wing, the point where they were weakest 
and most menaced ; to oppose a powerful resist"^ 
ance to any enterprize of the French on the 
Lower Rhine ; to confine them in their camp before 
Dusseldorf, and even to profit of any favourable 
opportunity to attack them there with advantage. 
The dispositions and first movements of the 
Austrian Generals seemed to indicate the adop** 
tion of a different plan. The army of the Upper 
Rhine, under the command of Marshal Wunnser, 
was strongly reinforced, which gave reason to 
suppose that it was intended he should cross the 
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Riuoe, ta penetrate into Upper Alsace. At the 
»dJne tinoe^ the greater part of the army of the 
Lower Rhine^ under the immediate orders of the 
Archduke Charles^ took post in Humlsruck and 
;the Duchy of Deux Fonts, and seemed to menace 
at once Lower Alsace and the fortresses on the 
Sarre and the Moselle. The misfortunes which 
rapidly followed these indications, soon obliged 
the Austrians to renounce their first dispositionsf 
and to adopt in part those which have been 
already mentioned. 

The armistice, agreed upon at the end of the 
year 1795, between the French and Austrian 
Generals, was put an end to by the latter, on the 
2 1st of May* One of the conditions of this sus- 
pension of arms being, that there should be an 
interval of ten days between its rupture and the 
renewal of hostilities, the respective armies be- 
came at liberty to recommence them on the 31st 
of May. 

On that very day, the' French army of the 
Sambre and the Meuse, commanded by* General 

• This General had served in the French army, first as 
a private, and afterwards as^a Serjeant^ before the Revo- 
Itttion. When that took place, he followed the business 
of a Fencing Master, and his wife that of a miHincr. 
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Jourdan, made a movemeDt forwards an the two 
banks of the Lower Rhine. On the same and the 
following day, some trifling affairs of advanced 
posts took place in the Hundsruck. It was on 
the right bank of the Rhine that the French em- 
ployed the greater part of their force, and it was 
precisely there that the Imperialists had the least 
to oppose to them. There were not more than 
S0,000 men to defend the Sieg, to cover the 
fortress of Ehrenbreitstein, and to line the right 
bank of the Rhine, between the Sieg and the 
Lahn. This corps was commanded by the 
Prince of Wurtemberg, who had taken a position 
in front of the Sieg. He was attacked there, on. 

He was then appointed an officer of the National Guard, 
went to the frontiers when the war broke out, and was 
advanced gra<}ually to the command of an army. It 
was be who commanded the French at the battle of 
Maubeuge, in 1793, and at that of Fleurus, in 1794« 
It is known that in the former. Prince Cobourg and 
General Jourdan both believed that they had been 
defeated, and both retreated at the same tiioe. We 
may also recollect that Jourdan, quickly informed of 
the retreat of his enemies, returned to his fortaer posi- 
tion, and retook 40 pieces of cannon, which he had left 
in a wood. Although he repaired his mistake, Rpber- 
spierre did not forgive him. It cost him, for some 
time, the loss of his compaand. Few of the Republi- 
can Generals have been so often defeated as be has been. 
I 
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the Ist of June, by the greater part of the army of 
the Sambre and Meuse, under the order of 
General Kleber. After an engagement of several 
hours, the Austrians, being forced at all points^ 
abandoned the Sieg, and retiring behind that 
river, took the strong position of Uckerath, They 
lost in this engagement, 2400 men, of whom, if 
we are to give credit to the reports of General 
Kleber, 1000 were made prisoners. 

That General did not allow the Prince of 
Wurtemberg time to establish himself in his pos^ 
and to receive reinforcements. The French being 
unable, without a great sacrifice of men, to attack 
the formidable position of Uckerath in fronts 
availed themselves, the next morning, of the supe* 
riority of their number, to outflank and turn it 
The Prince of Wurtemburg seeing himself on the 
point of being surrounded, quitted the position of 
Uckerath, and fell back on that of Altenkirchen, 
which was equally advantageous. He was attack- 
ed there, the 4th of June, in the morning. After 
a pretty vigorous resistance, the superiority of 
numbers again carried the point, and the Aus« 
trians were completely routed. They lost, accord- 
ing to the French accounts, 12 pieces of cannon, 
part of their baggage, and SOOO men made pri- 
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soners. The fruit of this victory to the Freach 
was the capture of some magazines, without which 
they would have been unable to subsist in a coun*» 
try exhausted by the consumption of the armies. 
It forcol the Austrians to retire behind the Lahn, 
leaving uncovered, by that means, the fortress of 
Ehrenbreitirtein, which the French invested. 

The success of the Republicans on the Lower 
Rhine, and the apprehensions that, after forcing 
the passage of the Lahn, they would direct their 
march towards the Mein, aiid entirely turn his 
right, warned the Archduke of the pressing ne« 
cessity which there was to reinforce the Prince 
of Wurtemburg, and to check the progress of the 
army opposed to him. Renouncing, therefore, his 
diversion in the Palatinate and the Hundsruck, 
he began, on the 6th of June, to retire from those 
two countries, and directed his march rapidly to- 
wards M entz, with the greater part of his army. 
He there passed tlie Rhine on the 9th, and pro* 
ceeded, by forced marches, to encounter the 
French, who occupied the Lahn, to the number 
of 50, 000 men. 

The Archduke, not doubting that General 
Jourdan would hasten to pass the Rhine likewise, 
with his division of the army, to join General 
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Kleber, felt bow important it wu to get tiie start 
of him, and to engage the French before their 
junction. Having, secured the defence of the 
Lower Lahn by three corps, j3]ac6d at Limburg 
Weiiborg, and Nassau, he marched in person to- 
wards the Upper Lahn, against the left wing of the 
French army, commanded by General Lefebvre. 
On the 15th, the Archduke made the right 
wing of his army pass the Lahn and the Dille, at 
Wesdaer.* General Werneck,. who commanded 
it, attacked the French, but was repulsed, abd 
could not succeed in dislodging them from tbe 
advantageous position which they occupied. A 
brisk cannonade continued oil both sides for the 
rest of the day : but towards seven o'clock in tbe 
evening, a reinforoement of Saxon calvary being 
arrived, the Archduke immediately attacked the 
en^ny. The Austrian Cuiras^ers of Karajck^ay 
and Nassau, in spite of the obstacles arising from 
the nature of the ground, and a tremendous fire 
of grape-shot, made their way up the heights, 
which were defended by the French infantry, 
charged them several times with the greatest in- 
trepidity, and at length entirely broke them, and 

* It is in this Imperial City, that the Soverei^ 
Chamber of the Empire is held. 
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took from them several pieces of cannon. At the 
same moment^ a body of Austrian grenadiers at* 
tacked tbe enemy's centre, and disloged them 
from the woods which they occupied. 

The French, driven from their position, took 
up another, in their retreat, equally good with 
^ the former. They were very soon attacked again. 
Four squadrons of Austrians and Saxons gained 
the steep heights, on which some battalions of the 
enemy were posted, charged them with impetu- 
osity, forced them, and completed the victory* It 
cost the Imperialists about 500 men ; the loss of 
the French was more considerable. Four of their 
battalions were cut to pieces by. the Saxon and 
Austrian cavalry, which took also 12 pieces of 
qannon, and made a great many prisoners. 

The French corps, which defended the Lower 
Lahn, not having met with better success, were 
obliged to quit tl)e banks of that river, to fall back 
on the Sieg. The Archduke pursued them^ with* 
out allowing them any respite, took some more 
prisoners, and got possession of a large quantity 
of provisions^ of cannon, of artillery, wagons, 
and baggage, which the difficulty of the country, 
the animosity of its inhabitants against tbe 
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French, and the disorder of their retreat^ made 
it impossible for. them to save* 

His Royal Highness did not give them time to 
recover, or to collect together again. He mk- 
. nceuvred in such a manner, as to oblige General 
Jourdan, vfho had passed the Rhine at Neuwied, 
on the l£th of June, to repass it on the 18tb, 
with the right wing of the French army. At the 
same time, he sent forward his advanced guard, 
. about 1 1,000. men strong, under the orders of 
General Kray, in pursuit of General Kleber, who 
was retiring towards the Sieg with S5,000 men 

On the 20th of June, General Kray came up 
with Kleber, who finding himself superior in 
numbers, attacked the Austrians with all his 
forces, and carried almost every point of their 
position. This first success promised the French 
a complete victory ; but they were deprived of it 
by the bravery of three Austrian battalions, who, 
unshaken by the numerous artillery of the French, 
suffered nine battalions to advance to within a hun* 
dred yards, and^charging them with fixed bayonets, 
put them completely to the rout This advantage 
gave time to the Saxon and Austrian cavalry to 
rally, to return victoriously to the charge, and 
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finally to stop the progress of the enemy. The 
Imperialists lost in this afiair, .50d'or;60D men; 
they killed and wounded of the enemy iiO&\ ^'nd' 
took 700 prisoners. * In this action the Austrians 
performed prodigies of valour ; the event was 
the more honourable for tbem^ as the French 
more than doubled them in number. 

General Kleber, defeated in this very position, 
which eighteen days before he had taken firom the 
AustrianSy was obliged to continue his retreat 
precipitately quite to the lines of Dusseldorf. 

Thus, in fifteen days, the Archduke marched 
from the banks of the Upper Nahe to those of the 
Upper Lahn, gained two battles, and drove the 
French from the walls of Wetslaer to those of 
Dusseldorf. One cannot sufficiently admire the 
bravery of this young Prince, the rapidity of his 
movements^ and the ability of his nlianoeuvres. 
In this short space of time, he^gave sufficient 
proofs of what his army and Germany might 
expect from ium. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Opening the Campaign on the Upper Rhine- 
Evacuation of the Palatinate by Marshal 
Wurmser — Departure of that General with 
30,000 men to Italy — Passage of the Rhine 
and capture of Fort Kehl by the French — 
Their progress in the country of Badenr-^ 
Battle of Renchen — Rattle of Rastadt — 
Passage of the Sie^ and the Rhine by Gene* 
rals Kleber and J our dan — Rattle of Monta* 
bauer — Battle ofFriedberg — Capture of the 
Fort of Kcenigstein by the French — Their 
entrance into Frankfort — Baltic ofEtlin^en^ 
and retreat of the Imperialists. 

W HILE these events took place on the Lower 
Rhine, the loiperial army, commanded by Field 
Marshal Vfxxvxm^u and the French, undier the 
orders of General Moreauf*, had also opened the 

* This General was^ in 1789, the first of the clerks 
of the Parlis^pieqt at Jlepnes, in which his fetbey ^«er- 
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campaign on the Upper Rhine. When ttie Arch- 
duke quitted the Hundsruck, to march to the 
right bank of the Rhine, Marshal Wurmser aty 
the same time withdrew his troops from the lines 
of Spirebach, and made them take an excellent 
position before the fort of the Rhine, opposite to 
Manheim. His right extended to the town of 
Frankenthal, and was covered, as well as hisj 
front, by inundation and canals, that joined to 
the little river of Rhebach, which bounded and 
defended his left. 

General Moreau made two attacks on this po- 
sition, on the 14th and 20th of June, which pro- 
duced no effect but the loss of some hundreds of 
men on both sides, and to confine the Imperi- 
alists within their entrenched camp before the 
Fort of the Rhine. Moreau made these two 

cised the functions of an advocate. Moreau was named^ 
in the beginning of the Revolution^ Chief of the Na- 
tional Guard of Rennes. The war being declared, he 
was sent with the national volunteers of Britany to the 
army of La Fayette ; he there distinguished himself on 
many occasions, and obtained, very soon,' the rank of 
a General Officer. In 1794, he took the Fortress of 
I'EcIuse, on the same day that his father was guillotined 
in France. This circumstance concurred with his cha- 
racter, naturally honest, to inspire him with horror for 
the Jacobins, whose principles he never adopted. 
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feints merely to fix the attention of Marshal 
Wurmser to this point, and to deceive him with 
respect to his real designs. After leaving a small 
corps before the Austrian camp, to obfiierve it, he 
turned suddenly back on the 21st, and marched 
rapidly with the greatest part of his army towards 
Strasburgh, where preparations were making for 
a more important enterprize. 

The loss of the Milanese, and the desire of re* 
conquering it,- having determined the Court of 
Vienna to send Marshal Wurmser into Italy, 
with 30,000 menof the army which he command- 
ed in Germany, these troops began their march 
early in June. Their departure diminished the 
Imperial army on the Upper Rhine, nearly one 
half, and of course increased proportionally the 
superiority of the French, and may, in fact, be 
said to have opened to them the gates of Ger- 
many. They were informed of this movement 
in good time*, indeed before it had actually taken 
place ; and determined to take advantage of the 

* A few days before they resumed hostilities, an 
Austrian officer having been sent to have a parley with 
Moreau> this General did not conceal from hicn that he . 
was informed that 30>p00 men would be sent immedi^ 
ately frpm the army in Germany to that in Italy. The 
officer carried this intelligence to the Austrian bead 
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•peoing, which the departure of so large a force 
left ia the line of defence on the Upper Rhine, 
Hn opening which Prince Charles's expedition on 
the Lower Rhine, would not admit of his filling 
up for a considerable time. The French could 
not have chosen a more favourable moment to 
attempt the passage of the RhinCf and to in* 
vadeSuabia, of which they had already formed 
the project They hastened to carry it into exe- 
cution; made their preparations with no les$ 
promptitude than secrecy ; and disguised them 
under the pretext and appearance of some other 
expedition* 

quarters, where the order for the departure of these 
30,000 men did not arrive till two days after. This 
fact, transmitted by one whose veracity can be rfelied 
on, is a proof that the French are as well Served by 
their spies who are near the cabinets, as by those near 
the armies of their enemies. In general, they have had 
much better intelligence than the allifes during this 
war, because tb^y have better paid ^r it« This ciN 
cumstance had contributed not a little to their success. 
It is well known that these means have never been 
neglected by the greatest Generals, and that they en« 
gaged ^oed spies, whatever the price of them might 
be. The Marshal de Luxembourg gained over the 
Secretary of the Prince of Orange, and Prince Eugene 
succeeded in bribing the master of the post-office at 
Versailles, whom he rendered very useful to him. 
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On the S4& of June, before the break of day. 
General Moreau embarked in boats 3000 men, 
who landed on several small islands that lie be- 
tween Strasburgh and the fort of KehL They 
easily drove from thence the Imperial piquets, 
who in their retreat, either had not time or 
address to breajc down the bridges which' commu- 
nicate with the right bank of the Rhine. The 
French therefore were enabled lo pass over them, 
and suddenly attacked the redoubts of the fort 
of Kebl, which were occupied by some troops of 
the circle of Suabia. These troops, surprized, 
and besides as ill-disciplined as they were badly 
commanded, although attacked only by infantry^ 
without any cannon, either would not, or did not 
know how to make use of the means of defence, 
with which this important post furnished them. 
They suffered it to be taken by the French, who 
found in it 500 men, and 15 pieces of cannon^ 
and who, when they had become masters of it, 
lost no time in putting themselves in condition to 
keep it. They immediately reinforced it with a 
considerable number of men ; and worked hard 
in the course of the day to establish a bridge of 
boats between Kehl and Strasburgh. 
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The Imperial army on the Upper Rhine having 
been considerably weakened by detaching 30, 000 
men from it to Italy, and General Latour, who 
commanded in the room of Marshal Wurmer, not 
having at all suspected that the French would 
attempt the passage of ihe river opposite to Kehl, 
the Austrians had but a small number of light 
troops near that place. The nearest corps to it^ 
was that composed of some thousands of Suabians, 
who were encamped at Marie and Wildsted^: 
about two or three leagues from KehL If these 
troops had been more vigilant, or better. com- 
manded, and had, on the first discharge of cannon, 
inarched instantly towards the fort, they certainly 
might have prevented the French from getting 
possession of it, or even have re-taken it, before 
the latter could have been enabled to transport 
cannon and cavalry over the river. 

These troops, however, of the Empire, made 
no movement whatever, but suffered the French 
to establish themselves firmly on the right bank 
of the Rhine. The inexcusable inaction, and 
unmilitary behaviour of the Suabian c6rp% 
during the remainder of the campaign, exposed 
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their Generals to the saspician of holding corre«> 
spondence with the enemy.* 

The French took advantage of this remissness 
and alarm of the Imperial troops, to complete 
their bridge of boats, and to pass over with their 
cavalry and artillery. They spread themselves 
over the plain, to prevent the approach of any 
force tiiat might be sent against them, either from 
Offenburgh, or from Rastadt On the 26th, they 
attacked the camp at Wildstedt, and easily drove 
the Suabian troops from thence. The only re- 
sistance they experienced was from the Austrian 
regiment of Anspach Cuirassiers, who arriving 

* General Stein, commander in chief of the troops 
of the circle of Suabia, was openly accused of having 
delivered op to the French^ for a considerable sum of 
money, the fort of Kehl, as well as the posts of Kniebis 
and Freydensladt. He confirmed these suspicions, by 
refusing, under different pretexts^ to join the Prince de 
Conde, to attack the Republicans before they were well 
established at KehL He behaved still worse to the 
Prince of Conde, for be represented his army every 
where as a band of robbers, and inserted in the news- 
papers, the most unjust calumnies of it. However, it 
wa^ more easy for him to disavow, than to confirm 
them, and the Coutit de Yiosmenil, a general officer 
of superior merit, obliged him to contradict all the 
first reports against the army of Conde ; this disavowal 
wasalsoinj^erted in the public papers of Germany. ^ 
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at that instaoti furiottsly charged a corps of 
French infantry, broke through them, i^ad cut 
to pieces a considerable number. 

As soon as Mr« de Latour was informed of the 
French having passed the Rhine, and of their hav* 
ing invaded the territdry'of Baden, he gave in- 
stant orders to the regiments which were nearest, 
to march ; and put himself in motion with the 
greatest part of his forces to meet the enemy, 
and to endeavour to stop bis progress. The 
Prince of Conde was amongst the first to set out 
with the corps which he commanded, and moved 
rapidly towards Offenburgb, hoping to arrive 
there before the Republicans had made them- 
selves masters of it. He accomplished this ob- 
ject, and joined, on the 27th, at Biehl, before 
Offenburgh, some Austrian detachments^ as well 
as troops of the circles, which had been driven 
from the camp at Wildstedt. On the SSth, 
however, this corps of Imperialists was obliged . 
to abandon its position, as well as the town of 
Offenburgb, the French having brought against 
them several strong columns. The latter made 
this movement to prevent the junction pf the 
Prince of Cond^ with several small Austrian corps 
which were marching to his assistance^ and thm 
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to divide the Imperial army of the Upper Rhtn^ 
This last object was of tiie utmost importance 
to them, and on its accomplishment, the success 
of the invasion in a great measure depended. 
General Moreau was , perfectly aware of this^ 
and towards this point directed all his move^ 
inents, and employed all his means. He divided 
his army^ 8O9OOO men strong, into three columns ; 
that on the right, under the orders of General 
Ferino,* was directed to drive back into the 
firisgaw, the corps of the Prince of Conde, and 
of General Frolich. It met with some success 
against them, and got possession of the town of 
Bibrach, in the valley of Kintzig. 

The centre, commanded by General St. Cyr, 
forced the passes which lead along the valleys of 
Renchen and Kintzig, to the mountains of Saubia* 
Continuing to advance, he made himself master 

* This General had been an o£&cer in the Emperor's 
service, in the regiment of Bender, which he quitted 
some years ago, and then went into France, in hopes of 
obtaining some employment during the Revolution ; he 
was then made an officer^ and soon after a General. 
As the regiment of Bender was osu^ly in garrison at 
Freybyrgh, and other towns of the Brisgaw, Ferino 
was well acquainted with the latter country, and that 
was probably the reason of his beiog employed ^ that 
quarter. 
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(on the 4th of July) of the. mountain of Kniebi!^ 
and of the^ town of Freydenstadt, posts of the 
utmost importance, which the Suabian^ defended 
most shamefully, or rather, which they delivered 
up to the French.* 

The left. column,, which was the strongest of 
the three, was under the orders of General 
Desaix. It was opposed to General Latour ; and 
' was intended to act against the Austrian force,- 
which was marching in great haste from the Lower 
Rhine. General Desaix" pressed forward to 
attack Mr. de Latour before its arrivaL On 
the S9th of June^ he gained a pretty considerable 

* The Suabians, descendants from the ancient Saevi^ 
of whom Tacitus speaks, appear to have much dege* 
nerated from the valour of their ancestors. It is almost 
considered as giving abusive language to any one in 
Germany, to call him Suabian. It is nearly equivalent 
to call him coward. The troops from this circle, jus- 
tified, at Kehl and Freydenstadt, the ironical acceptation 
given to the word Suabian, in Germany. It is, no 
doubt, contradicted by many exceptions, and the regt- 
ment of Bender is a very remarkable one. It is com- 
posed of Suabians, and there certainly exists not in 
the Austrian army, a regiment of greater bravery, or 
one in every respect more military. 

The mountain of Kniebis, the highest in Suabia^ 
forms a defile, which is one of the principal passes of 
that country. Freydenstadt is situated on a rock, two 
leagues from Kniebis^ 
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advantage over him at Rencben,* where the 
Austrians lost 500 men and 10 pieces of cannon.* 
He gained ground again on the following days; 
and on the 4tti of July, pushed forward to the 
river Murg, and the city of Rastadt. 

General La tour, who had taken a very good 
position in front of this river, was attacked on 
the 5th along his whole line, by General Moreau, 
who was just arrived with a reinforcement to 
General Desaix. The action lasted the whole 
day^ and was very bloody on both sides. It ter- 
minated to the disadvantage of the Imperialists^ 
who were under the necessity of retreating, the 
next day, to Etlingen. 

The Archduke Charles having succeeded in 
driving the army of the Sambre and Meuse across 
the Rhine and the Sieg, immediately returned, ' 
suspecting the project of the French on the 
Upper Rhine, and sensible how much its defence 
was weakened by the large reinforcements that 

* It was near this town ftiat Mr. de Turenne wa* 
killed^ in 1675* Although inferior in force, he had 
found means to stop the progress of Mr. de Montc- 
cuculfi for two months/ on the banks of the Renchea 
and the Kintzig: it was there that these two great 
Generals exhausted, against one another, all the re- 
sources and combioations of the aft of war. 
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had been sent into Italy. He was then informed 
of the passage of the Rhine, and the capture of 
the Fort of Kehl — Leaving 30,000 men under 
&e orders of Lieutenant-General Wartensleben, 
to cover the Lower Rhine, and having reinforced 
tiie garrisons of Ehrenbreitstein and Mentz, he 
set out with the rest of the army, and directed 
his course towards the Upper Rhine by forced 
marches. He arrived on the banks of the Murg, 
at the moment when General Latour was giving 
way to the efforts and the numbers of the French. 
His Royal Highness then took the command of 
that army, which formed a junction with his own 
at Etlingen. 

The possession of the pass and*town of Frey- 
denstadt by the enemy, opened to them an en* 
trance into the Duchy of Wurtemberg cut off 
the communication between the armies of the 
Prince of Conde and General Frolich, and that 
of the Archduke, and at the same time threatened 
the left of his Rdyal Highnesses position. This 
latter circumstance obliged him to send a consi- 
derable corps into the mountains, to secure his 
left flank, and to endeavour to re-establish his 
communication with the corps above-mentioned. 
Notwithstanding the disadvantage of his position 
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io general, and the inferiority of his forces, his 
Royal Highness determined to risque a battle. 
It afforded him the only chance by which he 
could hope to drive the French out of Suabiat 
and to maintain himself on th^ banks of the 
Rhine. It became the more necessary to lose 
no time in hazarding this last resource, as the 
new advances which the french had made on the 
Lower Rhine encreased the Archduke's embar- 
rassments, and made his situation every day 
more and more critical. 

As soon as the French Generals, who com- 
manded the different corps of the army of tiie 
Sambre and Meuse, were informed of the passage 
of the Rhine, and tiie departure of the Archduke, 
they instantly resumed their offensive operations ; 
and on the 38th and S9thof ^une, they marched 
from Dusseldorf and Cologne towards the river 
Sie^ from whence they easily drove the few light 
troops, which defended it On the 2d of July, 
the commander in chief, General Jourdan, also 
passed the Rhine, opposite to Neuwield, where 
the Austrian General Funck suffered himself to 
be surprized, and did nothing to oppose the 
passing of the French. The divisions of the 
Generals Jourdan, Grenier, Kleber, and Le* 
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with more than 65,000 men, against Mr. de 
Wartensleben, who had scarcely 30,000 to 
oppose to them. This great inferiority made it 
impossible for the latter to face the French in all 
points. ^ He gained, however, an advantage over 
them on the 3d of July, near Moutebauer, where 
General Werneck took several hundred mfsn, 
and some pieces of cannon. But having received 
a check the day following on his right, and finding 
that he was in danger of being surrounded . by 
differentcorps of the enemy. General Wartensleben 
retired betiind the Lahn, which the whole French 
army passed on the 9th of July, in three columns. 
. The advanced guard of the left column was 
attacked on the same day by the Austrians, who 
routed it ; but the main body coming to ^ts sup* 
por^ a warm action ensued^ the success of which 
was various, but in which the Austrians had 
finally the advantage. On the lOtb, the latter 
were attacked on all the points which they oc- 
cupied between the Mein and the Lahn ; and 
after an obstinate engagement, which they 
maintained near Friedberg,* in which they suf- 

* It wjBis near this imperial city, that the French^ id 
1768^ g^ned a victory over the Allies. 
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ftfed some loss, General Wartensleben was again^ 
obliged to retreat, in order to secure the position 
of Bergen, before Frankfort On the 11th, the 
French invested the Fort of Koenigstein, which 
capitulated a few days afterwards from the want 
of water; the garrison were made prisoners of 
war. ^ On the 18th, they arrived before the city 
of Frankfort to which the Austrians had retired* 
The day following, they summoned the Magbtrates 
of this Imperial city to open its gates; but the 
Austrians, who were still in possession of it; 
would not permit them, and even shewed a dis* 
position to defend the city, the fortifications of 
which will not admit of its making a long resist* 
ance. That which the Austrians maintained had 
no other object but to gain time to remove their 
provisions and their magazines^ of which Frank- 
fort was the d6p6t On the night of the 1 dth, the 
French erected a battery of mortars, and bom« 
barded the town, which they set fire to. The 
ma^strates and inhabitants then renewed their 
entreaties to General Wartensleben to evacuate 
the city, to which he assented, having accom- 
plished his end; and on the UUi^ he agreed on 
the terms of capitulation with General Jourdan^ 
Vol, I. V 
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who in coQ3equ«nce eotcx«d Fraokfprt the day 
i^lowiog. 

After the evacvatioo of ihU city, the oeo^aaity 
of G^oerfil Wf^rtas^Qa'ii giving wity (o the pro** 
(cli^ous supeiwtty oC numbers 4Aily inqr^afed*. 
J^^ coutjaiued h}9 retr^t Hft t\» riv^ M^iOi di-< 
reciii^ his course tawajr49 A9tbafffql)org apd 
TV'i^rUbqrg, in ar4Qr tbtttj be wight appr<^acb tbe 
Anch44ke% arwy, aad ^tabUih ^pc^e qoovnum-* 
cetion with ic . 

Wbib^t G^eaerf^l Waiiiraslebeo exjperieMed this 
Ul su^es^^ui the I^ower Rbine, bis Eoyel High*- 
ws» the Arpbduke Q^les hi»d oot heea more 
fbrtuJMte on the Upper- Aftcnr tbe retreat ta 
Stlbigea, on the ^ of Jvdy, befiwre-wmtione^p , 
ibe iPrioce reocived tbe iateUig^Qe tbet Geoerel 
Jew^an bud agaJQ crossed U^ Ebia^i wd forced 
General WartQivsleben to repouoce^yery attempt 
to defend the approaches tq the l^aho. It was 
easy for him then to fqreseei |hat tbe latter, vitb 
ao very inferior a jfor^e, would ev^en he obliged 
to abandon FranKforjti a^d4batiie^uld And 
himself betw-e^ t^ vi,ctarLiMia armies of j4>urdao 
and Moreau. Placed in a isitvation ao oriticaly 
the Prince saw that be coqld not escape from the 
dangers which threatened hioii but by a deiusive 
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yietfifyi fiad that; he bad do other m^tm of 
f^reTOBting tl)0 iavwion of tbtf greater part) of 
Germiiiy^ Resolved to try the chance of a 
batde, and circil&isttiiced sot admitting of delays 
he neverthelesfii found himself under the necoMity 
of deferring it till the lOtti, all the troopB which 
he expected from the Lowef Rbifie not being yet 
arrived. He employed the 7th and ftth in making 
the Aecesflai^ preparatidna, and in fortiQFing hi* 
position. 

His right extended to the Bbiq^ octar to the 
village of Dtirtaershmi^ HU eeptre wap ip fr^fe 
of Etliogen f and his left rested againstf th^ town 
and mountain of Frailenalb. 

The French wene posted in front of, and along 
the rifer Murg : thei^ left at Rastadt^ and thair 
right in ftont of Ouertsbach. 

General Moreati, being informed that tlief 
Archduke had net received all the reinfercemente 
which he expected^ and not doubting but that 
an attack would be made upon him the riiooMtil 
they arrived, resolved to prevent it He tein^ 

* Near this village passed the famous lines of fitlin* 
gen^ whieb were forced, in 1734^ by Marshal de Berwick 
andthtfCpapld^Saw. 

9 « 
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forced hknself on the 8th, with almost the whole 
of the centre column, commanded by General 
St Gyr. In the morning of the 9th, while the 
Archduke was completing his dispositions, and 
placing the different corps which were to be 
engaged the following day, he found himself 
attacked in every point of his position, by the 
whole French army. They directed their prin- 
cipal efforts against the left of the Imperialists, 
and endeavoured to turn it, by getting round the 
mountains. Though all the troops which were 
to form the left of the Austrian line were not 
yet arrived, General Keim, who was at the head 
of it, made a very firm resistance. He repulsed 
four successive attacks ; but the French having 
made a fifth with fresh troops^ and the Saxons* 
who were ordered to support General Keim not 
being yet come up, he was obliged t6 abandon 
his position^ which the French had out*flanked, 
and to fall back to Pfortzheim, where he was 
joined by the Saxons. 

The Archduke had been more fortunate on 
his right and in front, where he had completely 
repulsed all the attacks of the French. But the. 
retrograde movement of General Keim having 
entirely uncovered the left of the army, and 
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enabled the enemy to take possession of the 
tnountains which commanded it, the Prince found 
himself under the necessity of quitting the field 
of battle, and of retreating towards Pfortzheim, 
where he arrived on the following day. 

The Imperialists lost in this action, SOOO men, 
of w^hom 1000 were made prisoners. It cost the 
French full as dear, but the event of it gave 
them the important advantage of detaching the 
Austrians entirely from the banks of the Rhine, 
and from the fortified towns of Philipsburgh and 
Manheim* The Archduke had had the precau- 
tion to throw into both sufficient garrisons, as 
General Wartensleben had done into Ehren- 
breitstein and Mentz, before they were invested 
by the French. 

By leaving near S5,000 men in these four for- . 
tified places, Prince Charles judged that the ene- 
my would also be obliged to leave behind a part 
of their army to blockade them ; and that the 
garrisons of Philipsburgh and Manheim might a 
good deal interrupt the communication between 
the armies of Moreau and Jourdan, by threa- 
tening and harassing their rear, and by falling 
suddenly on their convoys and small detachments. 
This judicious disposition produced the full 
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clfeet, which thf Archduke Mp«cto4 from iV 
The garrisons of MR^heim find Philipiburgh 
made many ueeful excursioni; disturbed the 
fortpation of the fQomy's magazine; pu9h«d 
their parties as far «(» Hoilbrod ; ftnd weq MH 
in with» and tOQk 8ot»e Frooch couriers and 
detachments^ in the vf ry heart of Franoonitu 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



S9 



CHAPTEa III. 

EngugemeiUi at Camtadt and EdingM--'C(mr 
tributiom imposed by the French — Armistiee 
concluded by them^ with the Duke of Wurtem^ 
bergf the Margrave of Baden^ and the circle 
qf Suabia-^'^'Second engagement at Eslingen 
-^Continuation of the retreat of the Imperial 
,drmy— ^Action ^ Mettingen — Retreat of 
General WartensUben to AstAergy and of the 
Archduke to DonauwerP— Projects of that 
Pfince. 

jtxFT£R the battle of Etlingen, the Archduke^ 
as has been before observedi retreated to Pfortz* 
heim, where he remained the llth, ISthy and 
IStb. On the I4th> he learnt that the centre of 
tihe enemy's army, meeting with little opposition 
from the troops of the Duke of Wvrtembergi 
and those of the circle of Suabia, bad penetrated 
&rther| and were directing thear march towards 
the town of Stutgard. That he might not lose 
title communication with the Prince of Cond^^ 
the Archduke broke up I49 cMup at Pfortsbeim 
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Oh the 14tb/and encamped again near Vahingen, 
on the river Entz, where he passed the 15th and 
l6th. Tlie enemy continuing to advance into the 
Duch}' of Wurtemberg, the Archduke marched 
again on the 17th; arrived on the 18th at Lud- 
wisburg, (a country house of the Duke of 
Wurteraberg's, near the Necker) and sent two 
small corps^ the very same day, to post themselves 
at Canstadt and'Eslingen. It was of consequence 
to the Archduke to make himself master of these 
places, pn account of their situation on the 
Necker, and of the magazines which they con- 
tained. The French having entered Stutgard in 
the course of the same day, and knowing the 
importance of the post of Canstadt, wished to 
dislodge the small body of Austrians which 
defended it, under the command of General 
Baillet, attacking at the same time the corps at 
Eslingen, which was under the orders of Prince 
John of Lichtenstein. These two Generals 
defended themselves with great bravery. Not- 
withstanding three successive attacks, the French 
were unable to dislodge General Baillet from 
Canstadt They were, however, rather mdre 
successful against Prince Lichtenstein, and found 
means, lifter repeated efforts, to make themsfelves 
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masters of the heights which, commanded his 
flank and rear. In this emergency, the Prince, 
hearing that a body of troops was ordered to his 
assistance, resolved to stand at his post, and 
continue the combat He was already on the 
point of being surrounded, when General Devay 
•«t last made his appearance with the expected 
succours. The French now found themselves 
attacked in their turn, both in flank and rear, and 
at the same instant Prince Lichtenstein pressing 
hard upon their front, they were put to the rout; 
with the loss of about 1500 men. This advantage 
cost the Austrians 900 men. 

On the 19th, the Archduke, after having passed 
with his army over the Necker, pitched his camp 
at Feldbach, that he might cover the communi* 
cation with the town of Ulm, and save the 
principal magazines on the Uppjer Danube. 
While the French were thus forcing him to retire 
from the Rhine to the Necker, they likewise, after 
several slight engagements, compelled the Prince 
of Cond^ and General Frolich, to yield up the 
Brisgau, as well as the country of the filack 
Forest. These two commanders effected a 
junction at Villingen ; but being opposed to very ^ 
superior numbers, tbey found it necessary to fall 
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back td Sigitiaringen, on the Danube* In the mean 
time^ General Wartensleben continoing to giv« 
way before the numerous army of Jourdan, was' 
retiring across Franconia; and found himself^ 
when be arrived at Wurtsburg, on a line with the 
front of the Archduke ; and from this time (July 
SOth) the march of the respective armies became 
more regular and better combined. 

From this period also the Imperial army 
commenced a methodical retreat, and a war of 
manoeuvres. It was divided into three principal 
corps, amounting to nearly 80,000 men, having 
bedn reduced to that number by detaching 30,000 
men to Italy, by leaving 25,000 to garrison the 
different fortresses, and by the losses sustained 
in the different actions. 

The first of these three corps, about 95,000 
strong, occupied both banks of the river Meitv 
under General Wartensleben, and was opposed to 
the army of Jourdan, which amounted to about 
55,000 men. The Archduke, with 4(^000 men, 
was posted upon the Neckcr, which he defended 
against tjeneral Moreau, who commanded more 
than 50,000. 

The third hoAy, consisting olf about 1$,00<^ 
men, was divided between the Prince of Cond* 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



A3 

$nd Gen^rid FroUcb^ and defttided the Upper 
Diuiube against General Fermo^ who having beet 
rfiipforced by General Laborde, was at the head 
af 20,000 mtb. 

The Io08e8 Buatained in different engagementii 
and the necessity of leaving bodies of troops te 
blockade the fortified places, had weakened the 
tunnies of Jourdan and Moreaa ; the superiority^ 
however^ of their numbers ov^ the Imperialbta^ 
was still greater thi^n at the opening of the 
Mmpaigo.* 

From the middle of the month of July, the 
French began to reap in part those advantages 
which they expected from the invasion of 
Germany, They found the country which they 
occupied, abundant in resources of every kind ; 
aad they imposed on the inhabitants heavy 

* The author repeats that he pretends not to estimate 
with strict exactness^ the force of the respective armies^ 
still lest that of dieir different divisioos. Whoever 
has been engaged in war^ knows how much the daily 
lossesj reinforcements, and detachments, occasion a 
eetttiniial variation in the comparative proportion of 
twq opposed anaiei. He has given oaly an apprQxi^ 
mating estimate/ to put the reader in possession of 
some reasonable datum, and to enable bim to form a* 
taere adeqaate jadgmeat of the coarse of the military 
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contributions. The weight of them was chiefly 
felt by the people of the BrisgaUi who had 
taken up arms against the Republicans. The 
town of Frankfort was compelledi fw the 
second time since the commencement of the 
war, to share its riches with the French, being 
taxed by General Jourdan, to the amount of 
six millions of French livres in specie, and 
two millions in provisions^ The Margrave of 
Baden, the Duke of Wurtemberg, the circle of 
Suabia, and all the petty Princes whose estates 
are comprehended in it^ seeing themselves on 
the point of becoming a prey to the French, 
who already occupied their territory, solicited a 
suspension of arms, which they obtained sepa* 
rately, but for which they paid dearly. Their 
joint contributions amounted to twenty-five 
millions of French livres, 12,000 horses, an equal 
number of oxen, 500,000 quintals of wheals 
rye, and oats ; 200,000 pair of shoes, with an 
immense quantity of other necessaries. 

We have seen above^ that the Archduke 
Charles had arrived, on the 19th of July, on the 
banks of the Necker, while at the same time the 
corps of Condd, and of Frolich were on the 
Danube, and that of Mr* de Wartensleben was 
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posted upon tiie Mein. The extreme inferiority 
of his force preventing the Prince from acting 
offensively, his sole object was to protract his de- 
fence, and to retire as slowly as possible, iii order 
to give the Court of Vienna time to send him 
tfaoee reinforcements which it was then collecting. 
The Archduke having received information 
that the enemy meant to attack the important 
post of £ilingen» which commands the high road 
from Stutgard to Ulm, sent reinforements thither 
on Ihe 80th. The next day it was attacked by 
a numerous body of troops^ as had been ex- 
pected* General Hotze, and the forces under 
his command, defendeid the position with equal 
success and bravery. The French were con- 
stantly repulsed, and lost about SOOO men. It 
did not cost the Austrians more than half that 
number. They owed thb success entirely to the 
obstinacy with which they fought. The most 
striking proofs of it were given by one battalion 
of the Hungarian regiment of Spleny, which de- 
fended its post during the whole day, without 
being either relieved or reinforced, and main- 
tained its ground until night, though they had 
lost in the course of the engagement 300 or 400 
men. 
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. On the 22cl| the Qnemy bavlag made a ttiovo* 
menty which iDdicated an intention to turn the 
right wing of the Archduke, by posting them* 
selves 00 the road from Stotgard to Donauwert^ 
he abandoned Eslingen and the banks of the 
Necker, on the night of the 3f d» turned to the 
right to frustrate the intention of the French, 
and fixed bis bead quarters at Geumod. Fron 
thence^ he marched on the fi6th» atiU cootintii«ig . 
to give ground. The progress made hj the eDe** 
mj on the Metn and Danube^ again obliged the 
Prince to retreat. He moved, dn tfatt 1st of 
Auguat, to Heydenhrim^ m the %d toNerersheinv 
and on the Sd to NordUngra.* Several skir* 
mishes took pUce during that interval^ ia wbidi 

* This Imperial city has been rendered famoas by 
the differenl battles which have taken place im its 
Qcigkbovrhood* Hie Imperiijiits beat the Sweden 
here in 1694. The great Conde, at that timje Djake 
D'Enghien^ gained a. battle^ in which the CommandejT' * 
in Chief of the Imperialists^ Merci^ was killed^ and 
Otnetal Olen, vrho eommanded under hiai ^ was wooad^ 
«d and taken prisoner. The Marshal jde Qramfnopt^ the 
second ia command of the French army^ was likewise 
wonnded and taken prisoner by the ImperfaKsts.— TTie 
city of Nordfiegeo was fi>rmedy the balwtrk of Fmn* 
9O0i^ Ag^UMt Bavaria. . . 
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the Imperaali^tfi^ although retreating^ frequently 
had the advantage. 

The Archduke was obliged to yield so much 
ground, on account of the- advances made on 
bis rig^t and left by the'enemy in the latter days 
of Jttly;. Jpurdan's arpny bad entered Wurts^ 
burg op the S6th| and General Wartenslebeo 
had been compelled to fall back towards Bam- 
bc^gs Nurembei^ and Anspach. The thre« 
oorps gi tbi^ Prince of Conde, Generals Frolich 
and Wolf) had been forced to retire on the 
right bank of the Danube, thus abandoning 
Upper Suabia to the French. 

The conquest of Suabia and Franconta spread 
p^at alarm througbout Germany. The French 
were on the frontiers of Bohemia and Bavaria^ 
and their great superiority of numbers seemed 
to exclude every hope of being able to put a stop 
to their pro^ss^ But neither the misfortunes 
which he had just experienced^ nor those he 
had to appreliend, were capable of discourage 
it^ the Archduke. He opposed the unshaken 
constancy of his soldiers to the number of their 
eMMies. He compensated by his talents for 
die deficiency of his means; and (fid every 
thing which could be expected from tbe n^ost 
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consummate General. Thinking it unnecessary 
to cover Bohemiai where numerous obstacles 
opposed themselves to an invading enemy,^ the 
Prince wisely took the resolution of drawing 
towards himself the' greater part of Wartensle- 
ben's army. By these means, he had it in his 
power to meet with a greater mass of force 
either of the French armies which might choose 
to attack him ; anld by keeping along the Danube, 
he reserved to himself the power of moving with 
ease to either side of that river, according to the 
positions and motions of the enemy. This plan, 
as. well executed as it was conceived, concen* 
trated his defence, gave him the means of pro* 
longing it, and more effectually protected the 
hereditary dominions. 

On the 3d and 5th of August, the French at- 
tacked the advanced posts of the Archduke, On 
the first of these days, they were victorious ; but 
on the other, were defeated. 

* Bohemia is surrounded by a circle of very high 
mouotains^ which form a natural rampart round it. 
.These mountains are least elevated on the side of 
Moravia^ and Bohemia is much more accessible in this 
point than at any other. This is a great advantage 
for the House of Austria, since it is likewise in posses* 
tion of Moravia. 
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.' Several engagemenU at the same time also took 
place between the armies of Wartensleben^ and 
of Jourdan. One corps of the latter was re- 
pulsed with loss on the 4th of August, by.Genq- - 
ral Kray. They were again engaged on the 6th 
and 8th, on both which days the Austrian cavalry 
much distinguished itself. The French General 
Dor^ was killed, and General Richepanse 
wounded. 

In spite of their bravery and partial success, 
the Austrians cpold not prevent the French from 
gaining ground every day. The forces of Gene- 
ral Wartensleben were not sufficiently numerous 
to oppose the different columns of Jourdatfs 
army, which incessantly harassed his flanks^ and 
threatened entirely to cut off his communication 
with the Archduke. The necessity there was for 
keeping up this communication, and the order 
which this commander had received to draw 
nearer to the Prince, determined him to leave 
Bamberg and the Mein, on the 7th, and to march 
first to Forchheiro, on the Rednitz, and then to 
Lauf, on the Pegnitz. 

On the 8th, the French attacked and dislodg- 
ed one of the advanced corps of the Archduke, 
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taking SiX) or 300 priaoners. This advantage^ and 
abave all, the retreat of Mr. 4e Warteaslebeoi 
mduced Prince Charles tQ abandon hia position 
at Nordlingen, to take another between that town 
and Donauwert) whidi he wished to cover. He 
established his head quarters at Mettingen, upon 
tbe little river Egar, hia left extending towards 
Hohenalheim, and bis right towards AUcrshedm. 
The Prince of Conde had repeated to Mindel* 
heim, and General Wdf had retired into the 
defiles neat the town of BregenlZi o£ wfakb the 
Fecach^took );>ossesaion. 

Oa the lOtb, at ni^t^ the Republicans attack* 
ed the body of Auslariansi uftder the eommaDd 9i 
General Hotze with great impetuoailiy^ and forced 
a part of his position^ taking 300 prisonera. This 
sU^t cheek was no obstacle to the project which 
the Archduke had resolved to carry iato execu- 
tion that very day. Being well informed of the 
situation of General Moreau, he had judged that 
he (night attack him with advantage,, and had 
determined to do so on the night of the Hth. 
The Prince made his preparations for a general 
action, which was to take plaee iiir several 
columns. His principal object was, to turn the 
right of Moreau, and to fall suddenly on his 
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reirr, t^hife tte wMtf ki^ of hin ftont sbdofal 
br atttcted at the satM tkne. A^ tbe Freneli^ 
\lwe wry nueit soperkit m nutkiber, 13^ soW 
boipe of diDeceas wbieh the' Archduke eouM pos^ 
sihfy kid&Ige, WAS rested iw &e gotodnnsfc (^ftis <i^ 
pmkiam^ and tifie «fii(c« <tf a Mr^ii#. Vte ton* 
c«^fed hi^ ftiovofHeniA kk Mch « manner, that 
be£(3m break df day, five of M» pr^pat^omns^ 
niv^t engage ih<# einemy;' A tiolent lAoras wMch< 
caiM en iri ffte nigbt,^ and laetted dtiVertS hours^ 
damageil thaf ^ads tol addf at ^gt^; that^ tii^ 
iftfffreiit drtrps coaM iWt r^acfi' the place»' dfi 
tk€$r d«itio#tidf»^ so Mbtf liii vfiA 6)cp6teed. Thi^ 
^t^^ enabled (he eM*^ fo discover t3ie meiiw 
sureB £a6en againfst Ifiefn^ itod^ gav« themf tiiAe td' 
plr^pai^ thek defence^ The batde began aboctt 
sev^ o^etoek in the^ morning; and continued the' 
whole day, mth' various success; The three* 
columns',: which formed" the centre of the Aus- 
trian army,r and ^rd contomnded by the Prince 
of Fufdlemberg, and Generals Hotze and Latour, 
succeeded in distodgrnga part of the enem/s^ 
centre; The column on the right, under the 
didders of Prince LicKtenstein, was not so fortti- 
natef ; General Mo^eau having mardied allr his^ 
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ctirps de reserve to the left, itf the very begirt- 
ning of the action, was enabled to repulse Prince 
Lichtenstein, and obliged him to yield a good 
deal of ground. This movetnent having laid 
open the right and centre of the Imperialists, 
the Frerich attacked them with advantage, and 
succeeded in driving them back also. ' The 
Archduke was occupied in reinforcing his right, 
for the purpose of recovering the ground it had , 
lost, when he received a report from General 
Wartensleben, intimating that he had been com- 
pelled to abandon his post on the Pegnitz, and 
to retire to Amberg; that the right of Jourdan's 
army was arrived at Nuremberg on the 9th, and 
was approaching nearer to the army of Moreau. 
As this last movement put the right of the Arch- 
duke^ which the French were endeavouring to 
turn and separate from Mr. de Wartensleben, 
into imminent danger, that Prince judged that, 
whether he was conqueror or conquered, be 
should he obliged, in either case, to fall back to 
the banks of the Danube, and the town of 
Donauwert. . He determined therefore to put an 
end to a battle, which now became useless. It 
was however with regret that the Prince formed 
this resolution, having just learned that his left 
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wing, conducted by General Riese, had« turned 
the right of the enemy, had advanced four 
leagues upon their rear, and made a great number 
of prisoners. The Archduke had sufficient com- 
mand over himself, to make a sacrifice of this 
brilliant success, of which the consequences 
might have been of the utmost importance ; and 
to encamp, with his whole army, on the very spot 
he had occupied before the action. This engage- 
ment cost the Austrians 1500 men, and the 
French 3000, . of whom 1200 were taken pri- 
soners ; the latter likewise lost several provision 
waggons, and many pieces of cannon. 

This day might have been decidedly advan- 
tageous to the Imperialists, had they not com- 
mitted a matierial fault. General Frolich was 
at Guntzburgh with a corps, of from 6000 to 
7000 men, as well infantry as cavalry, and was 
in a situation to support the attack made by the 
Archduke. Instead of so doing, that General 
left it on the 1 1th, to rejoin the Prince of Cond6, 
then seriously threatened at Kamlach by forces 
infinitely superior; but after having marched 
more than 20 miles in the day, he received, in 
the night, orders to return to Guntzburgh, where 
he arrived on the 12th at noon. Thus by this 
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doqble marchi tl^ corps was rendered useless 
to the Archduke ; and the Priaqe de Cood^ was 
deprived of a reinforcement which was very 
mecessary to him. 

The Prince havuig rested his $irmy on the 18tb^ 
r^tir^ on the 13th to Donauwert, where he 
e^tftbli^hml his head quarters. Th^ battle of (he 
llth di;$co4[)certed the projects of Moreau for 
some ti(n^ His reserve of ar^iUfry and n^litary 
sjtore^ on the point of falling into the hands of 
G^nei^al Rieae, ba4 been obliged to fly a ?oor 
sid^rable lyay to effect their f sip^^pp. This pir- 
cumstance, as Moreau himself expressed in a 
letter to the Directory^ preventfid him from at- 
tacMng the Archduke durirjg hi* loarch. The 
Pi:lDce j[^o$ti]^g by this, op the sawe day (the 
13th) crossed the P^nube by the bric^ge of 
]poni^uwert» with thp greatest part of l)i? forces^ 
lie hpwipver left two bodies of troops on the left 
^ide pf th^t riv^r^ w.hich ^cupied the rpads froija 
l^prdM^ii ai^ji Rochle(?.t* to Donauwert It 

* It is this same linage of Hochstedt which has 
hem TiBii4ei^d «o ftunous by the two f^eat Wttles ^ntatik 
^ere &>mkt th^e ^t the b^gifim^g of the c^nAuYy^ ia 
the first of which the French were victorious^ and ipi 
the second defeated. 
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woB at this period that Prince Charles conceived 
the bold project, which was afterwards produc* 
live q[ wKh brilliant success. Till that time 
nothing bad been able to check the victorious 
march of the French* They were masters of 
Suabia and Franconia. General Jouirdan was 
directing hia march towards tlie Danube, and 
threatened at the same time Bohemia and Upper 
Austria. The army of Moreau was on the 
frontiers of Bavaria; his right wing had sdzed 
the important poat» of Bregentz, and was ad« 
vancing into the Tyrol The victories of Bona* 
pwte in Italy^ g^ve that Gemoral hopes that Jie 
Uke^vise should be able to penetrate into the 
Tyrol, and to form a junction with General 
Moreau- The French believed tfaemseLves on 
the point of realizing the vast plan wliidb they 
bad ftamed; a plan, the iobject of whic^ was to 
mute three Large aiiid victorious armies in the 
heart of Gvermany, and to pour tbeir combined 
force a^^ainst idie hereditary states oi the House 
of Austnia. 

Any artber Geneial but the Ascbduke, and 
aay dthet amy butlns, might have been akrmed 
at audi a situattioa of affairs. But this young 
, aotrusted withlbe definwe of h» brother's 
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dominions, and the safety of Germany, wished 
to prove himself worthy of the confidence reposed 
in him, and to shew that he was capable of sus- 
taining so great a load of responsibility. He 
saw that some daring and sudden enterprize, 
was the only possible method of extricating him- 
self from the surrounding dangers. Assured of 
the attachment of his Generals, and of the con- 
stancy of his troops, and conscious of the ex- 
ample which he should himself set them, he ex- 
pected every thing from their courage, and some- 
thing from fortune, — The forces and military 
means, of the Prince increased daily, the nearer 
he approached to his brother's dominions. Con- 
siderable reinforcements had been sent him, 
which in some degree lessened the great disparity 
of numbers between him and the French, who 
were besides much weakened by the different 
engagements, and by the detachments they were 
under the necessity of leaving in their rear. 

The Archduke, however, finding himself too 
weak to attack both the French armies at a time, 
resolved to unite almost bis whole force against 
one of them, and to risk every thing to defeat 
and disperse it. As the army of Jourdan mor6 
iipmediately threatened the States of the £mpe- 
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ror, and was in all respects much less advan- .. 
tageously posted than that of Moreau, the Prince 
resolved to direct his operations against the 
former. He judged, that by leaving a part of 
his forces to keep General Moreau in check, he 
might gain some marches over him, and fall un- 
expectedly with the rest of his army on General 
Jourdat). The Archduke was perfectly aware 
of the great dangers to which this plan exposed 
him. He saw plainly that he left Moreau with 
little opposition or impediment; but he flattered 
himself that this General would hear of his 
march too late to be able to afford the least 
assistance to his colleague, and that even wlien 
he heard of it, and discovered the weakness of 
the corps opposed to him, he would be tempted 
to attack it, that he might make himself master 
of Munich, and create a diversion in favour of 
Jourdan. The event shewed the justness of 
the Archduke's conjectures, and fully answered 
his expectations. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

March €^ the Archduke — Retreat qf General 
Wariensleben behind the Naaih^Jttums of 
Teining and Neumaf^ld-^Betremt of Gremerai 
Jowdan — Engagement at Amherg — Dtfeat 
qf Genef^l Jourdan at Wurtsburg — Surren- 
der of the Citaddr^ovrdaiis retreat to ike 
Luhn — Engagement at . Aschoiffendmrg-^ 
Komigstem retaken bjf the JbnperiaUitS'^ 
jBiad condition and losses ^f the urmjf qfJowr* 
dan — That General repasses the Lain — 
Death of the RepuhHean General Mareeam 
---The French retire heyofid the Mhiae and 
the Sieg — Prince Charles marchee towards 
the Upper Rhine. 

vJn the 14th of August, Prinee Cbacks nadt 
at Donauwert every preparation necessary for 
the execution of the plan which he had formed. 
He left about half of his army with General 
Latour, with orders to defend Bavaria, and the 
river Lech, On the 15tb| after having recalled' 
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all tbe corps fr«Bi the other side of the Danube, 
b? ordered the bridge of Doimuwert to be bur^t, 
9x4 i^( that town with 80,000 of bis best troopiu 
Th^ 9B%t day be t^ootioued to march rapidly 
along the r^bt faaak of the Daaub^ and crossed 
tbatriirer on the 17th, at Neuburg and Iqgobtadt, 
leaving a garrisoip in the latter place, which waa 
capable of defence. He baited on the 17th 
su^d IBtb before those two towns. His resolutioQ 
bad been to attack on the 19th that column oS 
Jourdan's army, which had taken possession of 
Nurejodberg, and threatened Ratisbon ; but he was 
iuforiped, in the night of the 18tl^ that General 
Wartensleben bad been driven from the town of 
i^nb^rgf and hi^ r^reated to Scbwartaenfeld, 
behind the dver Naab. 

In consequence of this change in the positioti 
of the armies gf Jourdan and Wartendeben, 
the iiitended motion of the Archduke became 
^}(tremely dai^ro^s, i^s it would have rendered 
bjs <;ommttnication with Mr. de Wartensleben 
t(^y pi>ecariou9j «nd thrown considerable diffi- . 
cqltij^s in bis wajb in cajse bi^ had been oMigj^ 
to retire. 

1j*)u^ Piincei on tbi« »cco«ii|t; idtered the 
direction of his march, advanced nutfo to kbc 
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righty and arrived on the 20th at Hemmam 
His vanguard, led by Major-General Nauendorf^ 
proceeded the same day to take possession of the 
heights of Taswang ; while a column, under the 
orders of Lieutenant-General Hotze, marched 
towards Bellugriess, to secure at the same time 
tiie left of the Archduke, and the road from 
Ratisbon to Nuremberg. The necessity of 
knowing precisely the situation of Mr. de War- 
tensleben, retarded, for one or two days, the 
Archduke's operations. 

On the 22d, General Nauendorf attacked 
that column of the French which had advanced 
from Nuremberg and Neumarkt, as far as the 
village of Teining, within a few miles of Ratisbon. 
This body of the enemy, commanded by General 
Bernadotte, was dislodged, and driven back to 
Neumarkt. It was again attacked at that place 
the day after, by the united columns of the 
Archduke and General Hotze, was driven from 
it, and pursued as far as the neighbourhood of 
Altdorf, to which place it retired. Several 
squadrons of Austrian cavalry, and some 
light infantry, were sent by the Archduke, 
at the same time, to occupy the high road to 
Nuremberg, 
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These preparatory successes, having placed 
that Prince upon the right flank, and even in 
the rear of General Jourdan's army, who was 
still upon the Naab, he hastened to profit of his 
advantageous situation, and to accomplish his 
designs. He had concerted with General War- 
tensleben the plan of a general attack, for the 
execution of which the whole army set forward, 
on the 24th, divided into seven different columns. 
Of these, three marched against the front of the 
French army, white the others were to turn it 
upon the right and left 

. As soon as Jourdan heard of Bernadotte's 
defeat, and of the movements which were 
making, against himself, he abandoned with 
precipitation all the posts which he occupied, and 
retired to Amberg, in the night of the S3d, not 
daring to risk a battle, which, from the situation 
of the Archduke, and the difficulties of the 
country through which he would have been^ 
obliged to retreat, might, in case of a defeat, 
have ended in the total destruction of his army. 
The Austrians, without giving him time f3r 
recollection, attacked and defeated him at Am- 
berg, on the 24th. He was compelled to fall 
back to Sultzbach, leaving 900 men in the handi* 
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of the Aurtriaos, who ewt in pieces two battaUctts 
of bia rear guard ** Jourdan eonftinoed Id 
relreaty on the next and fbllowiE^ days^ by forced 
marches^ pasaiDg sQCcessiTely throiigk Veldea, 
BeizenaleiDy Forcbeiiiiy Ebermaostadt^ and BaHi<» 
berg, where he arrived on the Wt. Hia army 
crossed the Mein at Eltmia aad Halktadt on 
the 30tb> and halted ait length near Laarittgeii^ 
and Sciiweia&rt Doriog these eight days of 
cootinued retreat^ Jonrdan was pofsiKftI add 
incessantly baraaaed by the Imperial lij^t^ 
troops^ who frequently intercepted his c^rierv 

^ It was in this affair that the English Colonel 
Cranidrd^ attached to the Austrian army, with thcr 
charge €f sending to the British Cabinet reports of the 
military operations^ was severely wounded in the head^ 
and made prisoner. The military qualities of this 
officaer^ his talents, and the jadicioiis perspicuity of bis 
reports^, occasioned a general regret for bis misforton^* 
It was not less felt in the Austrian army than in his 
own country. Prince Charles immediately made the' 
most pressing instanees far his beiag set at liberty^ sad 
succeeded in obtaining it from- General Jourdan^ The 
Colonel's wound having unfortunately prevented him 
for a long time from exercising his functions witb 
the Au64x]Ba amy, they were abiy diseharg^d) in- his 
absence/ by Mr« Robert Craufurd, his brother^ and 
for a short time, by Captain Anstruther. Their reports 
imitated the exactness and precbion of those of the 
Coio^. 
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mA got poasestton of a ptit of his baggage. 
The c^erity of bis retreat prevented the 
Arebduke fironfi coming up with the naia body 
of Im army, and foreiog him to engagt. That 
Priace, however, directed the march of the 
different colamos with so much abiUty, tliat 
one of them reached Nuremberg before the 
I^rench, and prevented them from pasih^ 
tbroogh that tomup and aloog the great road of 
Franconk. This skilful manttwre obliged 
tjbe r^t wing (^ Jourdan's army to retbe fay 
a wiMTse and a longer rout^ compelled that 
Graeral to* repass the Meia with his whole 
army,, and deprived bim of every hope of bdiq; 
able to joia Moreau, or of receiving any assist^* 
ance f rom hiia 

To prevent the latter General from profiting 
too mmeh by the weakness of Gefieral Lak>ar's 
corps,, and from^ causing any powerful diver sioaa 
ia favour, of Joudrdan, the Archduke ha^ sent 
back General Nauendorf on the S5th of August 
wittb 10,^000 men to support him. The PriDce 
having thus freed his mind from all anjittf 
about what migbt happen in Bavaria, thought 
only of taking advantage cA his late successes 
wer Jomdan^ and forciog bim to % cofiqAeto 
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retreati either by a victory, or by the efifeet 
of hid manoeuvres. His Royal Highness having 
arrived on the 31st at Bamberg, and having 
informed himself of the posts which the enemy 
occupied, was confirmed in his hopes of being 
able tp drive him entirely out of Franconia, by 
compelling him to retire to tlie Upper Lahn, 
across the country of Fuld. To attain this end, 
it was necessary to make himself master of the 
town of Wurtzburg ; and that Prince neglected 
nothing which could give him speedy possession 
of it. The vanguard of one of his columns, 
commanded by General Hotze, arrived before 
that town on the 1st of September, and forced 
its way into it, in spite of the resistance of the 
French garrison, which was driven oul^ and 
obliged to retire into the Citadel. 

This vanguard was followed by the whole of 
the Austrian army, divided into three different 
corps; that on the right commanded by the 
Archduke in person, that in the centre by 
General Kray, and that on the left by General 
Sztarray. 

Jonrdan, conscious that the preservation of 

Wurtzburg was of the utmost consequence, had 

. made every exertion to arrive : thore before the 
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Anstrians. Thisy hpwever, he found himself 
uru^Ue to effecti and did. not appear before that 
town until several hours after it h^d been in the 
hands of hi3 ^eqteinies,.. He then ,reso|ved ^> 
dislodge them, by attacking the cprps which ocr 
cupied the placip, >cfore it irould be supported by 
the rest of the In^perialariny. . 

On the* Sd of Sesptember^ h^ .fell with greftt 
impetjujosity upon Gfsneral Sztarr^y, who, had 
joined; his vanguaf d ^nder ^General Hotze, and 
?^cceeded ^n forcipg a part of his ^position. 3ut 
finding every effott to dislodge .him from , the 
principal points, frttitless, he retired at night to 
Kornach, nearly three leagnes . distant frpm 
Wurtzb^rg,. Well fi^are that the Archduke 
would soon attacjc^^nv if he remained in that 
position, he resolved to make a stand^ thinking 
it both'hjs duty and .^is interest, before he aban- 
doned, the CQuntri^s he l^ad conquered^ to risk a 
battl^9 which, if he. was successful, ipig^t restore 
$0 him Wi^rtzburg and Franconia. 

Hei waited for the Archduke in a very advan- 
tageous position; his. right wing being placed (m 
a height, at the foot of which ran the Mein and 
another small river, with y^ry steep banks ; bis 
: yoL, I.' F 
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tthtte was alto {ifosted upion a &tain of KHb, Ote 
«lope df WbicB ilrjks border^ witb Wo6d^ abtii^ 
wbidh he piacfed k peii hutftb^Jr of cdiltiom 
iTbese eminences were tehhitt&ted by a j^laitl, 6tt 
wbUh JobHah drew dtit bis left mtg, iimpaati 
idn^ost entirely of cavtdry. It wtis dhi{JO^d id 
as to protect tbe ih&ntfy tirbich obcnpled the 
heij^tli, and to be iiapable ittelf of ticMviog 
siippdtt froii^ th6 iirfe of thie ^ftftteiy iiiid ftidi*- 
(^uetry. ^oiirdan bid, besideh, left <j«ftewd 
tefebVi"^ M'A 6Ae division of hid b^y, to cbV^ 
the )toiA fVom Schweitifiirt to JPuld ; and fedtia- 
itaunicated With that General 'dtfdb^thg ueUte 
of a slnatt intermediate Cdi^ 

iTbe Archduke ^as nd fes^' dtj'sirotti M engAgfe, 
knowing that th6 solidity of biS subte^^ depend- 
ed updfa the celerity with *phich they ^r* otit&Sti* 
ed ; and that it was necessary t6 hla^fi the tdxif 
piete diefeat of ^ourdan, thkt hd tbight hive Uttife 
aiid n^eihs to dHve Mbreiitt out t^f Germany. 

On the Sd, his :Rdy^ Highrt^s^ taUs^d t<r6 
bridgeis to bfe throwVi across ^e Utiii &t D^tel- 
badh and Gerollbsh0^il> with the itttentfdn bf 
attacking the Vtetsth the Wett ()ay. He iMtd tat 
this pT]r|)os« divided hiis ^utoy ibtb thr6« cbltiihU^ 
that on the left being commanded by General 
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8»tarr«jr, thi^t in tbe centre by General War- 
teml^^efOt and tbi^t on the right by Genera) 
Kray. 

Geiieml Sstarray wm the first wb? w^s ^n^ 
gagedi and mQt with some si)<;cefli8 in the begin^^ 
imig of tbe ftctian ; but the pas^^ge qf the Mei» 
htThig n9tArded the inarch of the other . twp 
eolumnS) he veity Mm had to support alone the 
weight of the wh<4e Frepch ariny* He not only 
lost the grouQd which he had gained, but ps^n 
aaw hii own position in dfing^r of being forc^ 

At thifl critieal moinen^ whi^b mi^t h^v^ 
coded in tha lo9s of the battle, the ArcbdnkQ 
sent ordem to Qeneral Warten^eben to ford the 
Mein imqiediately with itU bi9 cavalry, and X9 
ebarge the left wing of the enemy without deley. 

This manoBuvrej which was well executed, ha4 
the desired effect. Jourdan was forced by it to 
m^rch bacli: his troops to the left^ 4nd General 
S^tarray wa» in consequent relieved. The 
Austrian cavalry then charged that of thf$ French 
in' the plain, and compelled it to give way an4 
seek for shelter under the fire of the infantry 
and artillery^ which were potted pn the heights 
mA in the wood3 which bordered tbem* The 

f8 
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Imperial horse was so much annoyed by the fire 
from the batteries, that they were obliged to fall 
back, after having charged twice successively. 

As the French could not be driven from their 
position without the assistance of infantry, the 
. Archduke was under the necessity of waiting the 
arrival of the column under the orders of Ge- 
neral Kray, and of the remaining part of that 
commanded by Mr. de Wartensleben.^ As soon 
as they appeared, the Prince ordered a general 
attack to be made on the whole of the enemy's 
line. Eight battalions of grenadiers penetrated 
the wood, in spite of the heavy fire kept up from 
the batteries, and the swarm of Tirailleurs ivbo 
were posted in it They advanced with fixed 
bayonets to the top of the hills which the French 
infantry occupied, and dislodged them from 
thence in a few minutes. 

From that instant Jourdan gave up all thoughts 
of defending his ground, and began to retire- 
His retreat was conducted for some time with 
order, under the brave and steady protection of 
his cavalry and flying artillery ; but the former, 
being attacked by the Austrian horse, was put to 
the rout, and the retreat was from that time cotl- 
ducted with the greatest confusion. 
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Nighty and the excessive fatigue of the Impe- 
rialists, saved the French army from total de- 
struction. It lost on that day 2000 men, 
killed and wounded, more than 3000 taken pri- 
soners, 10 pieces of cannon, and a vast number 
of baggage and provision waggons. This victory 
cost the Austrians no more than 800 men. They 
were indebted for it to the example set them by 
the Afchduke, to his coolness, his quickness of 
perception, and to the ability of his mancBuvres. 

The defeat of Jourdan drew after it the sur- 
render of the Citadel of Wurtzburg, the garrison 
of which, consisting of 700 men, with th6ir 
commander. General Belmont, chief of the 
French artillery, were made prisoners of war. 
Tlie Austrians found 150 pieces of cannon, with 
a large quantity of ammunition and provisions, 
in this place and in Schweinfurt, which was eva- 
cuated by General Lefebvre, These stores were 
the produce of the contributions, levied by the 
.French in the surrounding country. The raising 
of these contributions, joined to the vexations 
and outrages exercised upon them by the Repub- 
licans, had irritated the inhabitants of Franconia 
to such a degree, that they armed on all sides, 
during the retreat of the French, stopped se- 
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irfeiral of their ei^fivoys, plcindei^ their military 
chests, dnd either massacred or took prisoners 
all the stragglers. 

Joordan, after his defeat at Wurtzbatg, w» 
Hred to Hamfelbourg, and <:<mtinued his retreat 
towards the Upper Labn, across the country cff 
FoM aiid \f erertivia. He Was dosdy pufs«ied 
by the Archdukie, who, ifi order to compel him 
f6 abaindon the batiks 'of the Mein entirely, de- 
tached GetietBl MeerfeM, ^n the 5th, wifiih ten 
squadrons off Ifght cftvalry, destined to lbi*m a 
jtifnctiofi with the garrisons of Manbein^ and 
Mcfnftz, and 'by these mieans, to bring 15,000 
men upon the rear of the crwefliy. The Prince 
in the mean time sent a strong vanguard, under 
the orders of <5eneral Xray, to take possession 
of all the avenues of the forest of Spessatft* 

"^ This forest, one of the most eoasiderable in Ger« 
many, extends from the town of Ascbaffemburgj to the 
dhgle iTofined by'fhe Mein, betweefn thrit townand that 
of Wuftxburg. it'wBs ibnncfffly iinfested b^ Brigands^ 
and the.passiog through it, was as dangeroas as dif&colt* 
The last Bishop of Wurtzburgh, some years ago, con* 
strU^ted'in tbe^iddle of this fbre^t a^Uperb eattsewa^f, 
which is become the gr^at road from Frdnokfort to 
Vienna. It wasduring their retreat across this forest, 
that the French had the most to suffer from the arming 
ahd the vengeance of thep^aattnts. They stopped the 
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Jto/t Pi^fferfkly ^ndipgthem occupied by a body 
of pQOQ JPrpnph, «tt««M tbpp vigorpusly, upd 
fin^re f^^f^ af^pr » br^ pttni^ppiu^p^ frpqa their 
ftjilWItagiwu^ pcw^OQ, fcillejl 409 pien, and took 
§Qp iiriso^r^ T/be r?s( wQri^ pursued by tl^ 
Jijtf/tffiafi ^i^ry a3 ^ as (he town of Aschaff- 
mk^rgf V4 dispicrsed en tbp ojiipr sidp pf thf 
J^fjin. Tbe town of Aschaffi^p^burg^ which 
Qe»9^f^ ]^r«y tppM pp^se^ion of^ iir^ of impoit- 
ance to the Austrians, its bridge over the Meio 
being ^9 ,ppi)y pp^ bj^t,i|i^e;^n Frankfort and 

T^p 4^rch4ukp ct^i^nrei^ tl^ highest praise for 
fij^e ability he di^pjayed in getting the start of 
.Jp»T4iVf9 9P' ^ itP arrive before hiqd at Nurem- 
ib$rgi Wurt^burg, and jA^c.I^afl^epabMJrg* This able 
.mfUKQpyre completely separated Jourdjan from 
}il»ffim$ detached him by force from the Mein» 
.An4 '9}iP ^1 put of J;uB power to main1;ain his 
growid :beitwe$9 tlji^t river and the Lahn. 
. 7^ ^Arch4pi?^>ftr#?d on the 7]tb, and passed 
ihfi Sth At AacJ^fimJ^g. ^ving learned that 
ithe F^V^h ha^ eyacua^d f rappkfort the pre- 

grand staff of the armj^ pilhged its chests^ and forced 
<3eiierid £raouf, the Chief of it^ to seek for safety ia 
tb?|(wift}ie|u of his horse. 
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ceding night, in consequence of the movenient 
which has been just mentioned, be pushed for- 
ward his vanguard to the Nidda. On the 9thi 
he marched to D^ttingen, and on the lOtb to 
Windecken, his advanced guard occupying the 
important post of Fricdbe^g. He was joined 
here by 10,000 men of the garrison of Mentz, 
who had taken possession of the fort of Koenig- 
dtein, which had on the 8th been abandoned by 
the French. 

General Jourdan, it has been already observed, 
had retired through Fuld, directing his march 
towards the Hessian town of Hanau. His design 
was to take possession of the strong post of 
Bergen, where, he flattered himself, he might be 
able to make ^ stand against the Austrians, when 
joined by the troops, which had been blocking 
Hip ManHeim and Mentz; With.this intention, 
he marched to A^chaifemburg, but finding that 
place already in the hands of the Austnans, he 
was obliged' to change the diifection of his march. 
^He then turned to the right, and advaneiedto the 
TJp^er LaHn and Wefstlaer, where he arrived on 
;the 9th, and employed himself in re*assembling 
the broken remains of his army. JEver since his 
defeat at Wurtzburg, it had been in the most 
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undisciplined and completely disorganized state. 
His retreat had been made with a confusion and 
disorder not to be described. The different corps 
of the French army having no regular supply 
of provisions, nor any settled points of retread 
had no longer watted for the orders of their 
Generals. They had fled in different parties, 
plundering and laying waste, the countries through 
which they passed. A great part of the infantry 
had thrown away their arms, and were without 
shoes. Constant^ harassed r by the Austrians 
and the peasants who had risen upon them, 
Jourdan's army was struck with terror and de- 
spondency; it presented less the appearance of a 
threat thati of a tumultuous flight. The want 
of subsistence^ excessive fatigue^ and desertion, 
diminished it as much as the sword of the enemy, 
and ihe loss which it experienced in its retreat 
finMO the Naab to the Lahn, was . generally esti- 
mated at upwards of 20,000 men. 

The Archduke went and encamped at Fried- 
berg on the .I2th, having left a large body of 
reserve at Windecken. The same day he sent 
his right win^ und^r General Kray, against Westr 
)per^ wliiqh t^e Frenph abandoned at bis ap- 
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proach, aod to^ a pmitkm <m die iieiglMto, vUeh 

c 

la the mean time, tfaeitefitii^tig of tb^ PjrfiiMt^ 
nriuy advMoed, under llie orders of Gemril 
Hot;2ie» toneardf Weilbitfi^ but iiirere .iioaiale tt» 
dislodge the enemy fron tbeace. i)a the 14th». 
Iw Jloyal Higlioesfl ibegao bis march, aad fm^ 
pared to al;tack the oqptre of itbe Frtncb at lim- 
harg and DieUs ; whiie Geaeral Kray came upon 
tbe f^ecH* <^ their kft, through W<eitlaer, and ^ 
Major-^Genecu^ JVfyliua kept in check their light 
viog, wbicb extesded ;to Nassau* 

Pimce CbsiAes having been TOiafeitced by Abe 
corps of reserve ieft at W^hidecken, on ithe A6(^ 
attacked the front of the enemy, vrhich a partiof 
the garrison of Mentz, under the orders oi 
General Neu, succeeded in tui^ning, near Kinch^ 
berg. The French, tbreartened at aH points, idid 
not attempt to d^end them, and vetired ibehiod 
the Lahn, abandoning the towns of Diete^and 
LimbuFg to the Imperialists. Ilbeir chasseurs^ 
however, maintained thcj^ ground in the ^suburbs 
of the latter jflace; and night coming on, pre- 
vented their being driven from them. 

The Archddke assembled ^bis -Whole -army, <m' 
the 17th, between Limburg and Dietz, intending 
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to ittmke a tigorcms aad general attack. But ' 
General Jourdan, although reinforced by a part 
of tfbe nrmy vf t'he Norths and by the dmsion 
of General MaTcea-u, which had blocked trp 
Mentz, did not dave to tmzard a battle ; the great 
disorder and depression wtiich still reigned in \A$ 
amy leaving him tnit titde hopes of success. 
Giting up all idea of defending his position on 
die Lahn, notwithstanding its advantages, he 
prpfited by a thidc fc^, which lasted the whole 
momvng, to conceal his retreat from the Aus- 
trian% and to steal a few bburs march upon them. 

All the different corps of his army left the 
ImiiAs of the La^bn on the same day. The left 
and centre directing their march towards the 
Siegy while Vhe right joined the division which 
was then 'blocfking up Ebrenbreitstein, and to- 
gether with that, threw itself into the woi^ks which 
(he I'renc^h had thrown up before the bridge of 
boats, at Neuwied. 

This last body was pursued by General Neu, 
who arrived near Neuwied on the 19th, while 
tiierfVench corps^ which retired towards the Sieg, 
were harassed 'by the Archduke, who directed 
hismaorchitowards Altenkirchen ; and by General 
Sny^inrfao'pFOceeded toOillemburg, and Siegen. 
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The vanguard of the Archduke, conducted 
by General Hotz, came up, on the 20th, near 
Hocbsteinbacb, with the rear guard of the French, 
commanded by Marceau, General of a division; 
defeated it, and took a great number of pri* 
soners: amongst them was General Marceau 
himself, who, being mortally wounded by a car* 
bine shot, died the next day at Altenkirchen. 
This General, scarcely twenty-seven yeais of age^ 
was one of the most enterprizing and skilful of 
the Republican officers. His death was much re-* 
gretted by the whole French army. His Adju- 
tant-General was killed in the same action, and 
two of his Aides-de-Camp were taken prisoners; 

It might have been expected that the French, 
who had now drawn nearer to Dusseldorf and 
Cologne, and were certain of an easy retreat, 
would have endeavoured to defend the famous 
post of Ukerath, so often taken and retaken 
during this campaign. But the same reasons 
which had deterred them from attempting to main- 
tain the still better position on the Lahn, ba- 
nished all thoughts of making a stand in that of 
Ukerath : they did not even remain there one 
siogle day. Two divisions of their army passed 
the Rhine at Cologne ; and the main body sought 
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for, safety in the entrenched camp, before Dusael* 
dorfy leaving only a few light troops on the bank 
of the Sieg. 

Thus ended the retreat of General Jourdan, 
a retreat of more than three hundred milesi in 
which he lost near one half of his army, and wa3 
driven in twenty-^five days, frbrn the frontiers of 
Bohemia, to the walls of Dusseldor£ 

This retreat formed a strong contrast with that 
of General Wartensleben, who disputed every 
foot of ground with scarcely 25,000, against 
50,000 men ; who never suffered any consider- 
able part of his army to be either cut off or 
endangered ; and who employed ne^r two months 
in retiring from the Sieg to the Naab. 

A comparison drawn between thesQ two re- 
treats, seetans to confirm the opinion, that if the 
French are endo\ved with the qualities which 
lead to victory, they are not, in the same degree^ 
possessed of those which are requisite to support 
a defeat; and that the latter qualifications are 
emii^Dtly possessed by the Austrians. This, cans* 
paign of Jourdan's proved, that if the valour of 
the soldiers, and the boldness of their Generals, 
are sufficient to render an army victorious, the 
only hope of safety, in case of a defeat, must be 
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placed in the passive obedience of ^e tim)pi^ 
in the regular subordination of the Offieersi in 
the ability of the Generals, and in the solid 
organiflsation of all its parts. It was to the want 
of all these circumstances^ that Jourdan owed 
the rapid abandonment of his conquests, and 
the destruction of his army. Two great defeats 
would not have occasioned a loss equal to that 
which he sustained by the want of discipline 
among his soldiers, by the spirit of indepen* 
dence among his Generals, and of disobedience 
among his subaltern officers. The great irregu- 
larity in the distribution of provisions, and the 
extreme disorder which reigned in the interior 
government of bis army, were more fatal to 
him than the sword of the Austrians. They 
produced disobedience and discouragement 
among the soldiery, caused a considerable 
desertion, and obliged the different corps to 
follow their own discretion, in directing their 
retreat to whatever places could provide them 
the subsistence which they were so much in 
want of. A total disunion in the motions and 
positions of the whole army was the eonse^- 
quence, which rendered it impossible to oppose 
a victorious, active, aifa well regulated foree^ 
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Tike excessive cootributioas, cxtortioiiSi and 
Mtvagei^ eMrmed upon the inbaintants of the 
totiquored coumriei, excited in them the most 
fitAent tktiimmty, wtueh ihcwed itself evideotlyi 
from the very begjnttitig of the French diiasten. 
The disorder of their retreat, the plunder and 
tiotettce with which it wm marked, gave the 
^fMCOnian peasaotsi at the same timei new 
eaus(6«i of resentment, and a favourable oppor* 
tunity of revenging tbettiselves. The bad niiii* 
tary and political conduct of the French, occa^ 
l^ioned the loss, not only of their conquests, but 
likewise of the partizans they had in Germany, 
When conqnerors, they were detested; when 
conquered, they were despised* 

His floyal Highness judging that Bournonville» 
who had just succeeded Jourdan in the com- 
mand of the army of the Sambre and M euse, 
could not recommence offensive measures for a 
long time, with an army totally disorganized, 
and which, if it may be so expressed, had lost 
all its powers of action ; thought he had doifb 
nothing, as long as there remained any thing to 
be done. He had delivered the North of G^- 
m^any from its enemies, but the South was still 
in their hands ; and the Prince determined not 
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to lose a moment in wresting it from them. 
He left 40,000 men for the defence of the Lower 
Rhine, under the orders of Lieutenant-General 
Werneck, who pushed forward his advanced 
posts on the Sieg, and fixed his head quarters 
at Ukeratb. 

His Royal Highness again began his march 
towards the Mein, the22dof September, passed 
that river on the 25thy and having made all the 
arrangements necessary for the safety of Ehren- 
breitstein and Mentz, he bent his course towards 
the Upper Rhine, with about 15,000 men, to 
second the operations of Mn de Latour, and 
to oblige Moreau likewise to repass the Rhine. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Position of the armies of Generals Latour and 
Moreau, on the 15th of August — Engage- 
ment at Ober Kamlach — Passage of the 
DanMbe and Lech by the French — Defeat 
of Mr. de Latour at Fridberg^Actions 4^ 
St. Oast, Ingolstadt, and Munich— Armis- 
tice concluded between the French Republic 
and the Elector Palatine — Moreau quits his 
position on the Iser-^His rear guard and 
that of General Desaix are routed— Moreau 
determines to retreat. 

W £ left General Moreau's army on the con* 
fines of Saabia and Bavaria. — No account has 
yet been given of the events which took place 
in these two countries since the 15th of August 
when the Archduke separated himself from Mr. 
de Latour, at Donauwert As the Prince and 
the General ceased from that time to have any 
immediate connection with one another, an un- 
VOL. I. a 
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interrupted relation of the operations of the 
Archduke appeared to be more distinct, as well 
as more interesting. The attention is now to be 
turned to Suabia and Bavaria, where events 
took place, not less important, and, in the final 
result, no less fortunate, than those which have 
been just described. 

It may be remembered, tliat before he left 
Donauwert, the Archduke had ordered the 
bridge of that town, over the Danube, to be 
burnt down, after having passed, with all his 
troops, to the right bank of the river. Prince 
Charles having set out from Ponauwert on 
the 15th, to commence his operations against 
Jourdan, had, as is above mentioned, left the 
command of the Austrian troops which re- 
mained in Bavaria, to. General Latoun In 
order to prevent the French from penetrating 
into it, this General had taken a defensive 
situation behind the rivief Lech. His army 
occupied three principal points, Rain, Fridberg 
and Landsberg. His advanced posts were., be- 
yond the Lech, covering the town of Augsburg. 
Two other small detached corps, under the 
orders of Generals Frolich and Wolf, were at 
Wangen and Kempten^ protecting the left of 
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the army, and keeping ap hi$ communication 
with the Tyrol. The French army was, at the 
same period, partly on the left, and partly on 
the right bank of the Danube, between tbe 
rivers Iller and Lech* 

Such was the position of the armie3 of L^tpur 
and Moreau, on the I5th of August. No ac- 
tion of any importance had taken place between 
the two armies since the affiiir of the 1 1th, ex- 
cept that which took place on the 14tb, at Obfr 
Kamlach. Prince Conde was there attacked hf 
the whole division of Ferino, which he could oftly 
resist by great efforts of talents and bravery : 
£200 Noble infiantry attacked and drove frpp 
tl^eir position 5000 Bepublicaos; but tbi$ suc- 
cess was purchased by the loss of ^00 of tk&t 
corps. It will be recollected, that on the 1 Itbi 
General Frolich began bis march to go to rein« 
force this little army, but that he re<;eived counter 
orders, and was obliged to return to Guntzburg. ^ 
If this had not happened, he would have JQAne4 
Prince Conde on the 12th, and there is reaeop to 
believe, that, in this case, the division of Ferino 
would have been entirely defeated in the affair 
of die 14th. This junction was, from circum- 
a 2 
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Stances, the more requisite, as, if the army of 
Prince Conde had been composed of common 
troops, it would have been destroyed by Ferino, 
who would then have passed the Lech without 
obstacle, and would have turned the left of the 
Archduke. 

General Moreau learning that Prince Charles 
had concentrated his forces at Donauwert, re- 
solved to march likewise with the. rest of his 
larmy along the right bank of the Danube, and 
passed that river, on the 17th, at Dettingen,. 
Hcechstedt, and Laningen. By this movement^ 
Moreau realized the plan which had been form- 
' ed by the Archduke to drive him with his whole 
force to the right bank of the Danube. Although 
he had left a small corps at Donauwert, to keep 
I up his correspondence with Jourdan, Moreau 
was so Ill-informed of the motions of the. Arch- 
duke, that on the 21st of August (six days 
after the departure of the latter) he believed 
'him latill at Rain, as appeared by his letter to 
the Directory. 

'- When he at last was informed of the Arch- 

\ duke's movement, he determined, as that Prince 

had expected, to take advantage of the weakness 

of Mr. de Latour, persuaded that he could pur- 
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sue no |>lan so likely to disengage his colleague, 
as to enter Bavaria, and to make himself master 
of Munich. , He lost no time in carrying this 
diversion into effect flattering himself that it 
would oblige the Archduke to renounce his pro- 
jects against Jourdan, and to return immediately. 
On the 22d, Mpreau pushed forward his ad- 
vanced posts as far as the Lech, and drove those 
of the enemy to the right bank of the river. 
He reconnoitered the different fords on the S3d, 
and repaired the bridges which the Austrians had 
destroyed in their retreat These preparatory 
dispositions being made, he undertook the pas- 
sage of the Lech on the S4th, at three different 
places. The right wing crossed it the first, 
under the orders of General Ferino, opposite to 
Haustetten^ at a ford which the Austrians had 
neglected to guard : the French, of course, found 
theire no resistance. The only obstacle they had 
to surmount was the rapidity of the current, by 
which their first platoons, that threw themselves 
into the river, were carried away: a great many 
men were drowned, among whom was theAdju* 
tant-General Houel. This column having, never* 
theless, succeeded in efiecting the passage of the 
river, out of sight of the enemy, advanced 
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aigaiAst Kufising, and the heights of Othmarin- 
gen, from whence it threatened the left wing of 
the Austrians, and by this feint favoured the 
passage of the centre column. 

This last, commanded by General St. Cyr, 
forded the Lech, on the right and left of Lech- 
haiisen, under the protection of artillery and 
hiusquetry. It forced this village, and as soon 
as the cannon were brought over the river, it 
attacked in front the position of Friedberg, 
while General Ferino took it in flank, and got 
possessi6n,behind it, of the great road to Munich. 
The Imperial corps, which defended Friedberg, 
b^ing attacked on many points at the same 
time, was not able to defend them : it was soon 
6bliged to retreat, leaving in the hands of the 
J'rench (according to General Moreau's report) 
1500 men, and 16 pieces of cannon. 

The left wing of the French was also suc- 
6essful in forcing the passage of the river, oppo- 
site to Langenwied, and the Austrians, entirely 
driven from their position, took up another, be- 
tween the Lech and the I^er. This expedition 
Gould not fail to have cost the French a con^ 
siderable number of men, either killed or 
drowned . 
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The passage of the Lech opened to the He* 
publicans, the entrance into Bavaria. They 
found themselves in an abundant country ; and 
got possession of considerable inagaziues, which 
the Austrians bad not time to save. They flat- 
tered themselves that this success would deter* 
mine the Archduke to desist from his enterprize 
against Jourdan. Moreau had no doubt of this, 
and, indeed, expressed these expectations to the 
Executive Directory, by a letter on the 25th. 
In this, however, he was mistaken: as it has 
been before observed, the Archduke . contented 
himself with sending, on the S5th, General Nau* 
endorf, with 10,000 men, to cover Ratisbon, 
and to support Mn de Latour. This reinforce- 
ment put the latter General in condition to pre^ 
vent the enemy from penetrating beyond the 
Iser; and thus rendered of no effect, the diver- 
sion which Moreau endeavoured tp make in 
fevonr of Jourdan. 

After the passage of the Lecb, the French 
gained ground for four days successively on the 
Austrians, who took a fresh position between 
the Iser and the Ampen General Latour 
posted himself behind the first of these rivers, 
opposite to Munich. The advanced guard of 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



88 . 

Moreau advaoced under the walls of this city 
on the 30th, but neither the French nor the 
Austrians took possession of it. They were 
separated only by a barricado through the most 
advanced bridge of the city, which had a garrison 
of 8000 Bavarians. He stationed another corps 
at Freysingen ; while General Mercantin went tp 
occupy Landshut, where he communicated with 
some light troops^ which covered Ratisbon. The 
approach to this city was besides defended by the 
troops which the Archduke had left at Ingolstadt, 
a fortified town, where there is a bridge over the 
Danube. 

While Mr. de Latour took . this position, 
before which Moreau found the termination of 
his progress, the latter posted his right at Dachau, . 
his centre at Pfaffenhoffen, and his left at Bom- 
bach. This position was no less singular than 
dangerous; his left was liable to be attacked, 
with advantage, by the Austrian corps, which 
was in possession of Ingolstadt ; and his centre 
could not advance against Regenspurg (Ratisbon) 
without being exposed to be taken in flank, by 
the corps which was at Landshut To improve 
his situation, by securing his left, Moreau 
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resolved to dislodge the Austrians from the tite 
de pont at Ingolstadt 

But while he was endeavouring to quit the 
dangerous situation in which he bad placed 
himself, Generals Nauendorf , and Mercantin 
determined to take advantage of it. On the 1st 
of September, at break of day, one part of the 
left wing of the French having advanced against 
Ingolstadt, the other part of it was attacked 
with great vigour by the Austrians, entirely , 
routed, and pursued by them as far as Langen* 
brucke, and the Chapel of St. Gast. This attack 
forced the French to renounce that which they 
meditated against Ingolstadt, and to return to 
make head against General Nauendorf. He 
had completely defeated the corps which had 
been opposed to him, and had advanced several 
leagues; but the main body, and corps de 
reserve of the French coming up, stopped the 
progress of the Austrians, whose cavalry being 
entangled in a morass, suffered considerably. 
After some fruitless attempts to dislodge the 
eneboy from their principal position, the Aus- 
trians returned to that which they held before 
the actbn. During this engagement, the French 
bad made an unsuccessful attack on General 
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Latour, opposite to Munich. — ^Thcsc afiiur3 cost 
both sides some hundred men; both claimed 
the advantage^ which wa8» in fact, nearly 
balanced. It belonged; however, rather to 
the Imperialists, since they disconcerted the 
plans of the enemy against the tite de pent 
of Ingolstadt, the garrison of which defeated 
the small Frendi corps that was left before it 
In Moreau's report to the Directory, of the 
transactions of this day, he again observed, that 
the army of the Sambre and the Meuse would 
soon resume offensive operations. 

Moreau, having foiled in his project against 
Ingolstadt, determined to dislodge the Austrians 
from Freysingen, and to drive tliem on that 
point beyond the Iser. In this attempt he was 
more fortunate* General St Cyr, on the 3d of 
September, got possession of Freysingen, as well 
as of the bridge of that city» 

From this day to &e 10th, the armies of 
Moreau and Latour preserved nearly the same 
position. Between these two periods^ there were 
several affairs of advanced postSy some of which 
were pretty warm, and in one of which the Re* 
publican General Lambert was killed. It is not 
here necessary to give the detail of those actions^ 
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BS they produced no material alteration in the 
situation of the armies. 

The same silence must not be observed 
respecting a transaction which took place in the 
interval The Elector Palatine had quitted 
Munich a few days before the French arrived 
before that town. That Prince had, before his 
departure, appointed a commission authorized 
to treat with the conquerors,, and to negociate 
with them a suspension of arms. As soon as 
Moreau entered Bavaria, these Commissioners 
sent deputies to prevail on him not to treat 
their country as that of an enemy, offering 
to provide, by contributions, whatever might 
be necessary for the maintenance of the 
French army. 

After many days of negociation,they obtained 
from General Moreau, and from Haussman, the 
Commissioner of the Republic, a suspension of 
arms, of which the principal conditions were: 
that the Elector Palatine should withdraw all 
the troops ^which he had with the Imperial army, 
into Bavaria; that fie sjiould give the French 
Republic ten milliobs of French livres, payable 
at different periods, of which the most distant 
should be four months from that time; that 
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he should deliver to the French 3300 saddle 
and draft horses; £00^000 quintals of grain; 
100,000 sacks of oats ; liK),000 pair of shoes ; 
10,000 pair of boots; 30,000 ells of cloth; 
and 20 pictures, which the French should 
be at liberty to select from the galleries of 
Dusseldorf and Munich. It was at this 
price that Haussman and M oreau conde- 
9cended to grant to the Elector Palatine 
the neutrality of his dominions in Bavaria, 
Franconia, and Westphalia. They also de- 
manded, that this Prince should send Deputies 
to Paris, with power to conclude a separate 
peace with the Republic. The events, which 
shortly followed, prevented thb last condition 
from being carried into execution, and the others 
were only partially fulfilled. The effect of this 
treaty, however, deprived the Austrian army 
of the co-operation of some thousands of 
Bavarian soldiers,* while it produced to that 

* The French had likewise succeeded^ a month 
before, in detaching frum the CoalitioQ the £Iector 
of Saxony. They had concluded with him, under 
the mediation of the King of Prussia^ a treaty of 
neutrality, in consequence of which the contingent of 
that Elector, amounting to 8000 men^ separated^ at 
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of the Republic, money, subsistence, and a very 
considerable addition of military stores and 
resources. These advantages were, no doubt, 
great, but the acquisition of them cost the 
French dear ; it brought along with it the 
disasters which they experienced during the 
remainder of the campaign; and the loss of all 
their conquests in Germany, was the sequel and 
effect of the momentary subjugation of Bavaria, 
^y advancing into that country, Moreau isepa* 
rated, and as it were insulated himself from 
Jourdan, lost the means of acting in concert 
with him, as likewise the possibility of affording 
him any ready assistance. By transporting all hia 
force to the right bigik of the Danube Moreau 
enabled the Archduke, to conceal his movements 
from him, and gave that Prince time to come 
up with Jourdan, and to drive him beyond the 
Mein. As soon as he was apprized of the 
measures, taken by the Archduke, yielding to 
the temptation of an easy conquest, he too readily 
persuaded himself that the invasion of Bavaria 
would recall to it the 20,000 men who had 

the epd of July^ from the Austrian armyj and sensibly 
wcakeaed it. 

Digitized by VjOOQiC 



94 

advanced against Jourdan* Beings during the 
apace of fifteen days, as ill informed of the 
movements of the Austrians, as of the situation 
of the army of the Sambre and Meuse, Moreatt 
never knew, with certainty, the number of men 
that Pnnce Charles had taken with him, nor of 
those which he had sent back. He continued, 
nevertheless, to advance in Bavaria, still con«* 
fident that it was the only means by which he 
could save his coiiejague. Hence it resulted^ 
that the Archduke was enabled to push Jourdan 
to the utmost, and to drive him beyond the 
Bbine; and that Moreau, finding himself soon 
reduced to his own force alone, had no part left 
but that of a retreat, which was become perilous 
in proportion as it had been delayed. 

The light troops dispatclied by the Archduke, 
after the battle of Wurtzburg, on the left flank 
and rear of Moreau's army, were so vigilant and 
so well distributed, that they cut off that General 
from all communication with Jourdan. Several 
couriers, sent both by these Generals and by the 
Directory, were intercepted, and Moreau was, 
during three we^ks, very imperfectly informed 
of the state of affairs in Franconia. Whether 
that General, as he wrote to the Directory, wish- 
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ed to have some account of the Archduke, 6r 
whether he was at last sensible of the necessity 
of advancing against that Prince, in order to sue* 
cour Jourdan effectually, on the 10th of Septem* 
ber, he caused a large corps of cavalry, drawn 
from his left wing, to cross the Danube. Mo«* 
reau, willing to put bijmself in a situation to sup* 
port or follow this column, quitted, on the 1 1th, 
his position on the Iser, but while executing this 
manoeuvre, he was attacked near Munich, by 
Prince Furstenberg and General Frolich, who 
defeated his rear guard, of which they killed, or 
took prisoners, more than 2000 men. 

The division which had passed the Danube, 
under the orders of General Desaix, pushed 
forwards to the town of Atchstedt, on which 
it levied a contribution of 300,000 florins 
(<£90,000 sterling.) The march of this column 
again tlirew Franconia into alarms, from which 
she was but just recovering. It was supposed 
that Moreau's wh<rfe army was going to pass 
. the Danube ; that this General intended to 
occupy the road from Ratisbon to Frankfort, 
and that after having got possession of Nurem- 
berg and Wurtzburgb, he would march with all 
his forces against the Archduke's rear^ to seiae 
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his magazinesi his convoys, and his pdsts of 
cominunicatioh ; and that that Prince would soon 
find himself enclosed between the armies of 
Jourdan and Moreau. 

To put himself in condition to prevent these 
designs, or to render them abortive, Mr. de 
Latour began instantly to pursue Moreau, who 
directed bis course towards Neuburg. At the 
same instant, General Nauendorf passed the 
Danube below that town, in order to meet the 
French corps which had crossed that river at 
Donauwert. The march of General Nauendorf, 
together with the accounts that were received 
from France, and from Jourdan, determined 
Moreau immediately to recall General Desaix 
to the right bank of the Danube ; but beffore the 
latter could execute the order, he was overtaken, 
on the 14th, by General Nauendorf, who com- 
pletely defeated his rear guard, killed a great 
many of his men, and took 1000 prisoners. 

From this moment, Moreau thought of nothing 
but retreating towards the Rhine, through 
Suabia. Whether from an ignorance of the state 
of affairs in Franconia, whether pursuant to his 
first plan, or in coosequence of orders from the 
Directory, he had continued for a fortnight in 
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the same position. By remaining so long in 
fiavaria, where he had kept in check a part of 
the Austrian forces, he had hoped to give 
Jourdan time to rally his army, and flattered 
himself that his colleague, when be had received 
reinforcements, might be able to stop the Arch* 
duke, and resume the offensive. The contrary^ 
however, had happened. — ^The successive defeats 
of Jourdan, ai\d the dispersion of his army, 
no longer allowed Moreau to expect any great 
efforts from that quarter. — ^The army of Latour 
was besides, in this interval, a good deal 
augmented. — It had received all the reinforce- 
ments that had been sent from Bohemia and 
Austria. — ^The extraordinary levies which bad 
been made in these two countries, and the military 
enthusiasm which had been displayed at Vienna, 
as well as in all the hereditary dominions, might 
in a very short time double the Austrian force 
in Bavaria. Moreau was likewise aware that 
detachments from the Archduke's army were 
then marching to Suabia, and might get posses- 
sion of the passes, by which he communicated 
with that country and with France. Under 
those circumstances he perceived, that, without 
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exposing bis army to inevitable destruction, he 
cotild no longer defer his retreat, which already 
presented many dangers and difficulties. He 
therefore determined on it, and had then no other 
object, but to effect it with as much steadiness 
and method, as there had been disorder and 
precipitation in that of Jourdan. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Maretm repasses the Lech — Engagement at 
Jsny-^The Fort of KeM is taken 2y the 
Austrians, and retaken hy the French-^Mo- 
reau continues to retreat — General Nauendarf 
prevents his entrance into the Duch^ of 
Wurtemberg — The Peasants of SuaJna arm 
agaimst the French — Affair of advanced 
guards at Schussenried—Moreau sends a part 
of his baggage and troops through Switzer^ 
land-rDefeat of the Austrians at Biberach 
—The French force the pass of the vallqf of 
ffell, and arrive at Freyburg. 

^FTER the affair of the 14th, Moreau drew 
together the different corps of his armyi con- 
tracted his line, and retired behind the river 
Lech ; but finding himself too much pressed by 
Oenerals Latour and Nauendorf, who followed 
lam very dose, on the 17th he made a move- 
ment' forward, repulsed the advanced posts of 
the Austrians, and again extended his line to 
JUosber^ f ridberg, and Rain, 
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On the same day, General Frolich made him- 
self master of Immenstadt and Kempten. On 
the 19th, he dislodged the Republicans from Jsny, 
after an engagement, in which they were defeat- 
ed with the loss of 500 men. By the capture of 
this last place, General Frolich outflanked the 
right wing of Moreau, whose left was at the 
same time turned by General Nauendorf, who, 
had advanced in force to Nordlingen. The 
latter, on the SOth, obtained possession of Do- 
nauwert, and likewise of the position of Shellen- 
berg.* From thence he pushed on parties 
towards Ulm, Dillengen, and Gemund, which 
formed a junction at Canstadt on the Necker^^ 
with some detachments of a corps commanded 
by Major- General Petrarch. 

This cor{)s had been formed by part of the 
garrisons of Philipsbur^ and Manheim, and by 
the ten squadrons of light cavalry, which the 
Archduke had detached under General Meerfeld 
after the battle of Wurt2burgh. . Soon after this 
junction, General Petrarch had marched into 

*.Thi8 mountaiD of Shellenbergh, famous in all the 
wars of Bavaria^ was fortified by the Swedes in the 
thirty years' war. It was to this moantaio^ that Jobii 
of Wert retired after the battle of Nordlingen. 
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the Margravidte of Bacten/ had successively 
I)eaten and xlriven from Bruchsal^. Durlach, 
Carlsruhe, and Radstadt^ several small bodies 
of the enemy, who occupied the valley of the 
Rhine, These detachments, after their defeat, 
having thrown themselves into the fort of Kehl, 
<jreneral Petrarch was ordered to follow them, 
and to attempt a coup de main on that important 
post, the capture of which would have cut off 
Moreau's principal communication with France, 
and have multiplied the difficulties of his retreat 
The French had covered that fort by considerable 
entrenchments, but which were, at that time, 
neither in a finished state, nor sufficiently pro- 
vided with artillery. 

* Generg-l Petrarch, on the 17th of September, 
caused an attack to be made on the fort of Kehl, 
by two battalions, who carried it by storm, killed 
1200 men, took BOO prisoners, and forced the 
remainder to retreat beyond the Rhine. But one 
of the two staff officers who conducted the at- 
tack, having been killed in the action, and the 
cither taken prisoner, the inferior officers, de^ 
prived of their leaders, supplied their place with 
but little Intelligence and activity^ With a 
degree of negligence scarcely credible, they 
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omitted the obvious precaution of immediat^y 
breaking down the bridge of Kebl ; and su6fered 
the soldiers to ramble in disorder about the town 
and fort Meanwhile, a reinforcement of 3000 
ineny who at the beginning of the actioUi had 
marched from Strasburgh, passed over the 
bridge, attacked and easily routed the Auatriana» 
who, supposing the engagement at an end, were 
entirely off their guard. They were in a vtiy 
short time driven from the fort of Kehl» and 
from all the entrenchments, with the loss of 400 
men. Thus did a few momenta of improvidence 
and disorder rob them of the whole frait of theit 
victory, and deprive them of an invaluable poa^ 
which afterwards cost so much blood and ex^ 
pense. Few exaipples can be produced, wtiich 
have more strikingly proved the absolute necesr 
sity of unremitting attention and vigilance in 
war, or more clearly shewn the fatal conse- 
quences which may result from ote moment ^ 
mistake,, or of forgetfuloess. The fimJt com? 
mitted at Kehl, by the officer on whom ^ 
command devolved by the loss of his superiors^ 
eost the Emperor, in the sequel, many thousands 
of his best spldievs^ and occasioned the expense 
of many millionsw 
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General Petrarch having rallied the two de- 
feated battf^lions^ and supported them by some 
fresh troops, made a new, but unsuccessful, at^ 
tempt on the f^rt of KehL Leaving then some 
troopfs to blockade i^ he retired to Bichoffsheim^ 
«. smalltown about fifteen miles distant from it 
From thence he sept a detachment to take pos- ^ 
session of the valley of Kintzig, as well as of 
the. defile of Kniebis; and marched with the 
remainder of his tf pops towards Stutgard and Can- 
stadt^ where his advanced guard arrived on the 
S4th. By this disposition, and by these move- 
meats^ General Petrc^rch made himself master, of 
one of the five principal passes of Suabia, placed 
Mmsdf in the rear of Moreau, deprived him of 
all direct communication with Strasburgh, car- 
xied off the magazines formed by the French, 
in the Duchy of Wurtemberg, and intercepted 
their convoys and couriers. Having opened an 
immediate communication with General Nauen- 
dor^ he straitened the front of Moreau's retreat, 
md oblij^d him to make it through the southern 
part of Stobia; 

Pressed on his rear by General Petrarch, and 
turned on bath flanks^ by Generals Nauendorf 
and Bfcaich, Moreiau was obliged to je-com- 
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mehce his retreat On the 20tb; he repassed 
the Lech, at Augsburg and Rain, inarched up 
the Danube in close columns, and arrived on the 
8Sd, at Weissenhausen. His plan was to retire 
across the Duchy of Wurtemberg, and the 
country of Baden, through Ulm, Stutgard, Can- 
stadt, and Kehl To this end, he had sent for- 
ward the Commissaries of provisions, the army 
bakers, and a part of the baggage. The whole 
of this was fallen in with, and captured, on the 
S2d, on the road from Ulm to Stutgard, by an 
Austrian detachment from the latter town. 

The march of the Commissaries' departmeat 
towards Stutgard, and its orders to have in rea- 
diness in that town, as well as at Canstadt^ 
bread and provisions necessary for four divisions 
of Moreau's army, proving, beyond a doubt, that 
General's intention to pass the Danube at Ulai» 
with a view to retire through the Duchy of Wur- 
temberg, General Nauendorf left Nordlingen in 
haste, to endeavour to be at Ulm before the 
Prench, and arrived in the neighbourhood of 
that town, on the 23d, in the morning. Some 
hours afterwards, a strong column of the French 
army came out of Ulm, but found the Austrians 
posted on the heights, which command the road 
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from that town to Stutgard. They did not at« 
tempt to fbrce the passage, and the day passed 
without any engagement taking place. The 
next day, General Naaendorf attacked the 
French, and drove them back to the gates of 
the town. Seeing themselves thus prevented, 
and not doubting that the Austrians occupied, 
in force, all the passes of the Duchy of Wur- 
temburg, the French gave up their intention of 
taking that route. On the S6th, they left Ulnif 
leaving there a part of their pontoons, and con« 
aiderable magazines. They continued to ascend 
the left bank of the Danube, as far as Erbach, 
where they passed that river on the same day, 
the S6th, and from thence directed their march 
towards Biberach and Schusseoreid. With a 
view to anticipate, or stop them on the new route 
which they were going to take, General Petrarch 
inarched from Orb to VilKngen, leaving a small 
corps under Colonel d'Aspre, to occupy the 
mountain of Kniebis, as well as the valleys of 
the two rivers of the Renchen and the Murg^ 
i)etween which that mountain is situated. 

In the mean time, a column, sent by Moreau 
to re-epea the c<Hiimunication with Kehl, through 
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ike Talley of Kintzi^ wm fepnlsedi and foroed 
to &11 back OD Ff eyburg. 

This Geheral baring, as has been just lEtohif 
tiOned^ passed the Padubd on fb^ 26(b, and 
marched towards Blberach and Schnssdnrmd^ 
was followed by Mn de Latour, who advsinced 
pn the a7th, to the Iller, and on thd 28th/ to 
the Rottam« On the S9tb9 his advanced guard 
drore the French from Biberacb, aad pursued 
fhem as far as Groth, from which it was unable 
to dislodge them. The army, of Mr. de Latour 
was^ «t that time^ dirided into four corps : that 
at the right, under the immediatef orders of 
that General in persoHi occupied Biberach ; ^bt 
second, commanded |by General Mercanttn, was 
behind Schussenreid. General Klinglin (who, 
before the Revolution, had been a General in 
<he French service) was with the third corps, at 
Wolsectt The fourth was with O^ieral Frolich; 
* m. the nei^bourhood of Wangem At the same 
time, the^ two* corps of Nauendorf and Petrarch^ 
which were bodi out of the Ime, moved, the finrt 
to Heckiogen, isnd the second, towards Rothweol 
md Villingen. The object of l&ese movements 
was to bring these two corps nearer each othe#i 

and to make them cooperate with more concert 

\ 
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aad effect General Meerfeld commanded Uie 
advanced guard of General Petrarch's corps. 

It is obvious, from this view of the position of 
the different corps of the Austrian army^ that 
the principal passes of Suabia were shut against 
MoreaUy and that the only ones remaining open 
to him, were those of the principality of Furr 
stenburgi and of the Forest Towns. He might 
not be free from uneasiness, even with respect 
to the latter opening, in consequence of General 
Frolich's march towards the Lake of Constance. 

To all these difficulties: which opposed Moreau's 
retreat, were added other embarrassments cjqually 
pressing* The excessive contributions raised by 
the French, and Uie depredations and outrages 
comuHtled by them on the inhal^tants of Suabi% 
had irritated the latter to. the highest degree. 
They supported with impatience^ the presence 
and the yoke of these greedy and tyramiical 
oonquerora. They had scarcely experienced ' 
ifme reverses, and begun their retreat, when 
tifee hatred in whiph they were heM, broke out 
ofienly. The peasants every where armed them^ 
aelMs^ maasacred, or took prisoners, the smaller 
detad^nents q£ tiie Freocl^ stopped thdr sick 
ud vmuMM^ pllised their nwjgpames^ iaild 
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retook a part of those spoils of which they had 
themselves been plundered. The Austrian G<e« 
nerals^ taking advantage of the disposition of 
the natives^ pointed out to them the most eligible 
places for assembling, put at their head officers 
of experience/ and posted their new auxiliaries 
on the mountains, in the woods, and in the 
defiles, through which the enemy were obliged 
to pass. 

Menaced in every point, at the same time, by 
the Imperialists and the armed peasants, and 
having, in addition, to surmount those obstacles 
which arose from the nature of the country. Mo* 
reau found himself in the most critical situation. 
To escape from Suabia, called for more courage, 
and for greater efforts, than had been required 
to enable him to penetrate into it It was in- 
cumbent on him to fight, in order to retire ; his 
safety could result only from a victory. 

Surrounded by a multitude of small cdrps^ 
scattered over a great number of points, he was 
sensible^ that instead of facing tfiem all at once, 
his' situation demanded' the adoption of a con- 
trary disposition, and that he ought to marchin 
a mass, and in veiy close order. He judged 
rightly, that by contentratiiig his lurmy^ be would 
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be enabled to attack with superior force, and td ' 
break through some point or other, of the circle 
which was forming round him. 

It not being possible for him, without great 
danger, to retire in the face of the principal 
corps, under the orders of Mr. de Latour, which 
pressed very closely upon him, . Moreau was 
under the necessity of removing that hostile 
corps to a greater distance, in order to gain 
somewhat more space, and greater facility of 
moving. 

In the morning of the 30th, while the van* « 
guards of Generals Latour and Mercantin were 
marcl^ng towards Schussenreid, they were vigo- ' 
rously attacked by three divisions of the French 
army. These vanguards fell back on the main 
body, which followed them, and which stopped 
the progress of the Republicans. They were 
repulsed with loss, and the Imperialists kept 
their position. This afiair cost the latter 600 
men, of whom a great number belonged to th« ^ 
Prince of Condi's army. His troops formed 
the vanguard of General Mercantin, and had 
to sustain the whole shock of the Republicans. 
They exhibited proofs of the greatest bravery^ 
and the young Duke d'Enghein^ who commanded 
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them, shewed himeelf, by his capacity and coo- 
rage, the worthy descendant of the great Condi. 
Moreau, having succeeded but imperfectly 
jn his plans against Mr. de Latoar, hastened to 
take advantage of the only route which remained 
entirely in his power. In order 4o get rid of his 
ttok, his wounded, and of all that train of equi- 
fMige, so embarrassing to a retreating army, and 
by the Romany so properly called in^edimenU$, 
be sent into Switzerland, by the wmy ^i Scb«ff^ 
hausen, a great part of his heavy bi^gage^ 
accompanied by a considerable number of sol* 
diers. On their entrance into the territory of < 
Switzerland, they were disarmed by the troopis; 
which the cantons had assembled on their feeii'- 
tiers, and sent into France, across tbe cantons 
of Zurich and Soleure. Moreau, by this means, 
^ disengaged himself from whatsoever could moat 
Incommode and incumber his retreat^ and kept 
with him only those troops, which were the beat 
calculated for action. 

After the engagement of the 30th, Mv^ 
de Latouf advanced as far as Groth and St^o- 
hausen, presenting his front to Moreau^ who 
airas posted between Sehussenreidj and a small 
take^ called the JFeder See. Tha situation of 
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the latter Generil grew every day worse, and 
his retreat became more and more difficalt The 
corps of Greneral Petrarch, posted between the 
sources of the Necker and the Danube, inoes-^ 
nantly harassed his rear. He had no longer 
any- communication with France, and could enter- 
tain no hopes of receiving from thence any 
succour. Reduced to his own forces, he could 
only look for safety to the courage of his troops, 
to some successful manoeuvre, or to the fault of 
fais enemies. 

The corps of Mr. de Latour being the most 
numerous, the nearest, and consequently the 
most to be feared, Moreau resolved to make a 
new effort against k. He judged, thai General 
Nauendorf, having separated himself from Mr* 
de Latour, the right of the latter would be 
unprotected, and might be attacked with ad- 
vantage. He made his dispositions, in conse- 
quence, with great ability ; and they were exe- 
<:uted with secrecy, promptitude, and success. 

In the night of the first of October, he made 
the left wing of his army cross the Danube, at ^ 
'Reidlingen* It recrossed that river at Mun- 
"derkingen, and at day-break fell upon the right 
<of the Austrian army, which was posted between 
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the Danube and the Feder Sec. Major-General 
Kospoth, who commanded this right wing, iiot 
having been properly vigilant on that point, was 
' surprised, and completely beaten. Nearly two 
battalions were cut off; and the rest sought for 
safety in flight As soon as Moreau was informed 
of the success of his left wing, he attacked, the 
whole front of Mr. de Latour's line, but more 
feebly on the left, than at the other points. 

The army of Mr. de Latour, without compre- 
hending in it the three corps of Generals Nauen*- 
dor^ Petrarch, and Frolicb, which were detached^ 
and totally , separated ; the two first from the 
right wing, and the last from the left, was divided 
into three principal corps. vThe right wing, as 
has been stated, was under the command 
of General Kospoth, the centre under that of 
prince Furstenburgh, the left under that of 
Prince Cond6 and of General Mercantin^ this 
latter General being on the left of the whole. 

Moreau, informed of his success against the 
right of the Imperialists, made, a faint and 
distant attack on the centre, where Mr. de 
Latour was himself, and which occupied an 
excellent position on the heights of Groth. The 
left was at the same time attacked, but so feebly^ 
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that it could easily have advanced and flanked 
the enemy's corps, which was making the attack 
of Groth. Mr. de Latour, informed of the de* 
feat of General Kospoth, arged by Prince Fur- 
stenberg, and distrusting tiie firmness of his 
infantry, among which there were a great num- 
ber of recruits and new battalions, ordered at 
the same time the retreat of the centre and of the 
left, enjoining, that any one of the two columns 
which should arrive first at a place where there 
was only one road for both, should continue its 
march, and that the other should halt and cover 
the retreat. 

The different regiments of Austrian infiuitry 
which composed the centre, were probably in- 
formed of this disposition, for they retired with 
a precipitation which approached nearly to flight 
Hence the corps of Conde, which followed behind 
more slowly, found itself charged with covering 
the retreat, General Mercantia having, in obe- 
dience to the orders which he had received, falleu 
back towards Miilhausen. In the mean time, the 
fugitives of the right wing, and the baggage^ 
sought for safety, by retreating from Biberach to 
Uhmedorf, where, the infiintry had to pass a 

VOL, !• I 

V Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



lU 

OMf^hy and dtep ford, wUck retwded it for boim 
time. On the otiier side of the £Mrd« the road 
of Ocbsenhauiee passes over a ? ery h^ and 
long mouotaiQ, which was colored with mere thaa 
600 wttggons laden with ba^age and aBdnmiiitioQt 
and by all the artiUery* S«idi wee the position 
of the Aaetrian aroiy^ wlieo the enemy oasae up 
with Prince Cpndi^ who foroied the rear guard* 
In this sttaatioii, atooce dangerous and honov** 
abte, this Prince displayed the talents of a OMst 
aUe General, and his army the most determiaed 
intrepidity. It shewed no hesitatioQ in devoting 
itself for the glory of its commander, and die 
safe^ of the Imperial army. Having Mstained 
dl the weig^ of the French army, it arrested its 
progress, even attacked it with success, andinade 
three c^rges of cavalry upon it, in which it took 
one cannon, and in which the Dufce <l'£tt|^en, 
anew distinguished lumself by ins bravery and 
the skill of hb ttian<&uvres.-~Afker having thus 
given time to the colunm of the centre, and to 
^ baggage and artiSery, to extricate AemselveB 
ffwa the embairassment in which they were 
placed, and when the corps of Mr* de Latour 
was out of danger, ftrince Cond6 performed his 
own retreat, and went to take a position upon the 
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heights^ behind Uhmedorf to the left, and in front 
of diat occupied'by Mr. de Latoun 

Without this combined firmneBs and skill, with 
which the army of Cond^ was conducted, the 
centre of the Austpian army (that i$ to say) more 
than eight battalions, Us equipage, and all its 
artillery, would have fiiUen into the hands of the 
enemy. The latter could then have attacked^ 
with an enormous superiority of numbers, the 
corps of Generals Mercantin and Frolich, could 
have obliged them either to fly or to lay down 
their arms, and Moreau would no longer have 
had an enemy between the Danube and the Lake 
of Constance. The great sticcesses of the Arch* 
duke woold &en have proved detrimental, by 
placing him between the victorious army of 
Moreau, and that of Jourdan, reinforced by 
the snccoors which it had received at its retura 
to die Rhine. 

The lofli of the Austriaos, oa this day, was 
about 4000 mm and IS pieces ^ i»nnoo ; that 
of the RepublieaM wa3 considerably less. Ge- 
neral Latour spoke in the highest terms of 
Prince Cond$ and of his troops, to which he 
confessed he owed the aa&ty of his army. The 

IS 
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official accounts, published at Vienna and at 
London, made a no less favourable report of 
Prince Condi's conduct. 

On the 3d, Mr. de Latour took a position at 
Monschroden, Erlenbausen, and Laupheim. 
The victory which Moreau had gained at Biberach 
having given him more liberty in his motions, he 
took advantage ofit, on the 5th; to recommence 
his retreat, and to make sure of the means by 
which it might be successfully effected* Mr. de 
Latour being weakened by his defeat^ and dis« 
abled for some days from an active pursuit of 
Moreau, the latter left only the centre of his 
army before that of the Austrian General He 
ordered one division to open the entrance into 
the Forest Towns; and on the 6th passed the 
Danube with the rest of his army, between Sig- 
maringen and Riedlingen. The intent of the 
last movement was to cover the main body from 
Generals Nauendorf and Petrarch, and also to 
force the passage of the Black Forest 

By these dispositions, the centre of the French 
army, to which the artillery and all the baggage 
were entrusted, was covered on its right by the 
corps which was marching toward the Forest 
Towns; and on its left, by the two divisions which 
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had passed the Danube.* Thus did the French 
army retreat in three parts, in parallel lines, the 
right and the leftopeningthemarcK and protecting 
that of the centre, which on its side kept in check 
Mr. de Latour, and prevented him from rein- 
forcing the Generals Nauendorf and Petrarch. 
It was in this regular and well arranged order of 
retreat, that Moreau directed his course towards 
the mountains of Suabia, and prepared to force 
their defiles. 

On the 7th, he marched towards Stockach, 
where he arrived on the 8th. He had, the night 
before, ordered General Desaix to take posses* 
sion of Engen, who on the next day attacked 
the advanced guard of General Petrarch, and 
dislodged it from Dutlingen. On the 1st, General 
Desaix, having formed- a junction with the two 
divisions which had passed the Danube, made a 
fresh attack on General Petrarch, defeated him^ 
and drove him from Schweyningen, as well as 

* The reader will no doubt have remarked that from 
the time Moreau began ^ his retreat, his right was of 
course become bis left^ and his left his right. The two 
first denominations, have nevertheless been continuedj 
because in his encampments, and frequently even on 
his march, Moreau was obliged to face the different 
corps of Mr. de Latour^s army> by which he was pursued . 
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from the towns of Rothweil and Villingeny two 
very important posts, without the possession of 
which, the French could not possibly penetrate 
the defiles of the Black Forest 
• General Latour, after some days of inactioni 
occasioned by his defeat at Biberacbj now re* 
sumed the pursuit of the enemy. He marched, 
on the 7th, to Buchau, on the 8th, to Ostrach, 
and on the 9th, to Moeskirchen, while General 
Moreau established his head quarters at Engen. 
On the 10th, General Nauendorf made an at- 
tempt to recover Rothwiel. In the beginning 
of the action, he had the advantage ; but it ter-* 
minated in favour of the French, who vigorously 
repulsed him. 

Whatever advantage the latter derived from 
possessing the post of Rothwiel, it by no means 
decided the success of their retreat ; and they had, 
as yet, only surmounted a part of the difficulties 
which attended it : the greatest impediments to 
it still remained. It was absolutely necessary 
that the French should force their way, either 
through the valley of Kintzig, to get to Kehl, or 
through the valley of Hell, to make good their 
retreat to Freyburg. Moreau had not a moment 
to lose to succeed in one or other of these at** 
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tempts. The entrances into these TaUeys were 
guarded by Austrian corps, and by armed peo^ 
santoy whose number increased daily : there was 
every reason to apprehend that he would no' 
succeed in forcing his way» if the Archduke 
Charles^ who was rapidly advancing, and was 
alreiidy at Offenburgh, ishould have time to join 
the troops which occupied the defiles that we 
are now spea;king of.* 

* Prince Charles, it has been before mentioned, had 
marched from the Lower Rhine, on the €ed of Sep- 
tember, with about 19>000 men, who were followed, at 
some distance, by 10,000 more. He passed the Mein 
on the 25th, and the Necker on the SOth, after having 
sent General Hotze to make a diversion in Alsace. 
This Gennal's expedition will be mentioned hereafter. 
If it has not already been so, it is for the same reason 
that no account has been given of the march of the 
Archdake, and of the operations which took place on 
the Lower Rhine, after his departure* It has been the 
wish of the Author to describe, without ioterniptioo, 
Korean's retreat, under the idea that the chain and 
connection of events, taken in one view, was prefer* 
able to a succession of dates. Such a chronological 
servitude would have caused great confusion in this 
historical tummaiy, and would have deprived it. of the 
small degree of interest ii may otherwise possess. The 
Archduke having passed through Schweitaingen, Dur- 
Uch, Carlsruhe, Radstadt, and Offemburgh, arrived on 
the Uth at Moblberg, and two days after formed a 
jonctioQ with the corps of Nanoidorf and Petrarch. 
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The centre of the French army, which its two 
wings had hitherto preceded, and which had 
inarched in a parallel line behind them, in its 
turn, advanced to force the passage of the valley 
of Hell. Having formed a close column, it 
attacked, on the lOtb, Colonel d'Apre, who de* 
fended the entrance of the valley. The infe- 
riority of his forces did not admit of his main- 
taining himself. He was driven from post to 
post, and wounded in one of the actions that 
took place. The French, at length, succeeded 
in passing this terrible defile.* They arrived on 
the 13th at Freyburg, from whence they drove 
the Austrians ; and advanced beyond this city, 
the possession of which secured and completed 
their retreatf 

♦ It is situated between the towns of Freyburg and 
Neustadt, is six miles long^ and in many places not 
more than ten paces wide : a proverb of the country 
says, that in this pass one meets with Paradise and 
HelL There is an Inn in it^ called the Kingdom of 
Hcaven\ 

t The town of Freyburg was formerly very strong, 
and the possession of it was necessary for every army 
that meant to have their winter quarters in the Brisgau. 
It was uken and retaken several times during the 
thirty years' war. It is particularly known in*military 
annals by the two battles^ fought in iu neighbourhood. 
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While the centre of the Republican army was 
ad^rancing to overpower, by its maBS, the small 
corps which defended the valley of Hell, the two 
wings had formed a junction, that they might be 
in condition to check Generals Nauendorf and 
Petrarch. They passed, in their turn, the valley 
of Hell, on the 14th, 15th, and l6th; while the 
equipage and ammunition waggons which Mo* 
reau had with him, defiled by the Forest TownSi 
under the protection of the right wing. 

Mr. de Latour had followed the enemy, on the 
10th, to Engen add Stockach, flattering himself 

that he should be enabled to cut a part of them 

if 

off, while they were endeavouring to force the 
entrance into the Black Forest; an attempt 
which, it is supposed, it would be. extremely dif- 
ficult to execute. But these narrow passes, too 

in 1644, the Imperialists being commanded by Merci, 
and the French by the great Cond^. These battles 
are celebrated for the obstinacy shewn, and the great 
number of men who lost their lives, on each side. The 
Marshals de Crequi and Villars both took it^ the former 
in l677j and the latter in 1713. The French, com- 
manded by Louis XV. in person, besieged it in 17449 
and took it^ after thirty-seven days of open trenches. 
The siege cost the. French a great number of men^ 
They razed the works of the place, as well as the forts 
erected on a moantain, which commands it» 
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feebly guftrded, htTing been penetrated and tra* 
▼ersed by the French, with little lo8s^ and great 
expedition, Mr. de Latour gave up a pur$uit, 
from that time useless, which had now taken bim 
up a month, and which had been conducted either 
in so unfortunate or so unskilful a manner. He 
marched to the right, towards the valley of Kint- 
sig, to form a junction with the Archduke 
Charles, a junction which became necessary, 
from the union of the whole French army, near 
Freyburg. Generals Nauendorf and Petrarch 
bad also marched, on the 14th, in order to join 
the Prince, the one to Eltzach, the other to 
Kintzig. On the 15th, the corps of Prince 
Cond6 and General Frolich were the only ones 
which continued the pursuit of the enemy into 
the defiles of the Black Forest* 

• The Black Fcmst stretches fron South to Nortb, 
from the four Forest Towns, as far as Neuenburg, in the 
Dttcby of Wurtemberg. It was, aocieutly, still more 
extensive. Cossar has given a description of it in his 
Commentaries. It constituted, according to the most 
general opinion, a part of that tract of country, called 
by the Romans, Syha Hyrcima. Its mountains sepa- 
rate the Duchy of Wurtemberg from the Margraviate 
of Baden. 

Genera] Frolich had successively taken possession of 
Bregentz, Lindao, and of Censtanqe, which the French 
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The day after his arrival at Freyburg, Moreau 
caused Waldkirch to be occupiedi and placed 
his advanced posts on the beiglits, which bound 
the right bank of the little river Eltz. A detach* 
ment of his army drove ihe light troops of the 
Archduke from Old Brisach, and threw a bridge 
of boats over the Rhine, between that town and 
New Brisach. 



had evacnatedj on the 8tb.of October; bat he bad not 
been able to make himself master of the capital post 
of Stockachj in time to cut off from the Frencbj the 
way of retreating through the Forest Towns. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

Moreau endeavours to maifUain himself in the 
Brisgau — March of the Archduke against 
Freyhurg — Position of the opposed armies — 
Battles of the nth, 18M, and \9th of Oc- 
tober — Moreau retreats, and takes the formi- 
dable position of Schliengen — He is forced 
to abondon it, and to re-pass the Rhine^ at 
Huningen. 

IVlOREAU having luckily escaped all the dan- 
gers which attended his retreat, having, without 
any considerable loss, conducted his whole army 
over the mountains of Suabia ; having, by the 
possession of the whole valley of the Rhine, as 
well as of the two bridges of Huningen and 
Brisach, a safe and perfect communication with 
France, might have thought (as it should seem) 
that he had done enough in saving his army, and 
have been inclined to retire with it beyond the 
Rhine. But, whether this General had received 
contrary orders from the Directory, or that he 
was elated by his successful retreat^ instead of 
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retiring into Alsace, he proposed to maintain 
himself in the Brisgau, and to attack his enemy, 
instead of giving way to them. Accustomed^ 
from the beginning of the campaign, to successes, 
which he owed very often to the errors of the 
Generals who were opposed to him, he trusted 
that fortune would continue faithful to him, and 
hoped to crown his retreat with a victoi'y. He 
wished to defeat the Archduke, and to relieve 
the fort of Kehl from its blockade; With this 
intention, he ventured^ on the IStfa, into the 
valley of Kintzig, and marched to meet Prince 
Charles. 

Thelatter had advanced from the Upper Rhine, 
in hopes of getting possession of Kehl, before 
Moreaii had forced his way through Suabia. He 
had detached General Hotze into Alsace, merely 
to engage the attention of the troops which the 
French had in that province, and to prevent 
their sending atiy considerable force to succour 
Kehl; This diversion' did not meet with the 
desired success. In vain did General Hotze over- 
run the Palatinate and Alsace, and levy contri- 
butions even at the gates of Strasburgh. The 
French,^ shut up in their strong places, and 
knowing that that Genecal could undertake no- 
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thing against them, took care not to wetJcen 
Kehl, to enable themselves to opposed this aM>* 
Dientary invasion. 

The good state of defence in which this fort 
then was, as well as Moreau's successful retreat 
and subsequent movements, obliged the Arch- 
duke to renounce, for die present, his intended 
attack upon it, which he contented himself with 
blockading with a small corps. He marched 
towards Freyburg, and arrivedi on the 16th, at 
Molberg, where he took the command of Mr* 
de Latour's army, which had been joined by the 
corps of Nauendorf and Petrarch. 

Before the detail of the battles which took 
place between the 17th and 27th of October, and 
which decided the issue of this campaign, is pre- 
sented, it is material to state the positicms re- 
spectively occupied by the two armies, at the 
^rst of those periods. They had at that time 
ceased to be divided into several corps, at a 
distance from, and independent of one another. 
On both sides they occupied a line, almost all the 
points of which were connected with each other/ 
and thus enabled to receive mutual support. 

The line formed by the Austrian army, had its 
right against the Rhine; extended itself along the 
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frottt Qi the rirer £lte ; tressed the mountaios of 
SunoDSwaldy and tvrniiimted on the left at the 
entrance of the vaUeys of Si* Peter and St Me* 
ger's^ where Prinoe Condi and General Frolich 
were posted. These two corps had not an im- 
nedkite ooanMinication with the rest of the army« 

The ng^ of the French occupied the mouth 
of the valleys just mentioned. From thence their 
Ime passed by Simonswald, Waldkirch, Emen- 
diogei^ in front of the Eltz, and of Kintzingen, 
near tibe RhinCi to which their left extended. 

It was in this position that the Imperial and 
Republicaa armies disputed the possessioo^of the 
Bria^n. On the ITth^ and particularly cxt the 
IStlv thfnre were very smart actions between the 
advanced guards, which were favourable to the 
Austrians. On the latter day, the Dnfce d'Enghein, 
whocommanded Prince Condi's advanced guard^ 
defeated the right of the French, from whom he 
tOQtk Che formidable posts of Hofalgraben, St 
Mt^% andSt Peter. On the same day, General 
FroSich also made himself master of some im^ 
portant points in the valley of HelL 

These actions were only the preludes to a 
general engagement, for which the Archduke had 
made the following disposittons. The right of 
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his army, commaDded by Mr. de ^Latour, was 
to attack the small town of Kintzingen : General 
Wartenslebeti, with the centre, was ordered 
to ' carry the heights behind the village of 
Malmertingen : General Petrarch, at the head 
of the left wing, was directed to advance on 
the road from Keimbach to Emendingen ; while 
General Meerfeld, with one brigade, was to 
penetrate the woods which were on the left, 
and Prince Frederic of Orange was to endeavour, 
with another brigade, to gain the commanding 
parts of the mountains, in ordet to turn 
the right of the French* These last were to 
be attacked, at the same time, at Waldkirch, by 
General Nauendorf; and in the valleys of St 
Peter's, and of Hell, by General Frolich, and 
Prince Cond6. 

On the 19th, in the morning, all these columns 
put themselves in motion towards the points of 
their destination : but the badness of the roads, 
as well as other difficulties, occasioned by the 
nature of tlie ground, very much retarded their 
march. Th^ could not commence the attack 
till mid^day. General Latour experienced the 
greatest resistance in that on Kintzingen. He 
was even several times repulsed with loss : but 
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Prince Charles having put himself at the head 

of the grenadiers^ they attacked the French with 

an irresistible fury^ and drove them from the 

village. The left and centre having also met 

with great opposition, it was not without consi<- 

derable difficulty, that General Meerfeld miade 

himself master of the woods above Keimbach. 

The enemy, profiting from the advantage of 

their position, defended themselves, step by step, 

and were not driven. from it, till the Prince of 

Orange, after a most laborioMS march, throjugh 

a country that seemed impenetrable, appeared 

on their r^ht. This manoeuvre, quickly followed 

by a vigorous attack, decided the victory. 

The French abandoned Emendingen,. and 

crossed the £ltz at Deningen, where they de* 

stroyed the bridge. 

General Nauendorf was not less successful 
At the moment that he put himself in march, 
he was briskly attacked by a con^derable cotps 
of the enemy, commanded by General Moreau 
in person^ General Nauendorf not only 
rendered fruitless all his efibrts,^ but vigorously 
repulsed him, drove him from Waldkirch, and 
made himself master of the bridge at this 

VOL* 1. K 
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town over the Eltz. By a ready and able 
manoeuvre, this General . turned three of the 
enemy's battalions, one of which laid down their 
armi^ and the other two were broken and 
dispersed in the woods. 

Prince Cond6| also, and General Frolich, 
gained ground on the corps which were op* 
posed to them in the valleys of Hell and of 
St. Peter. 

- It appeared^ from the account that Moreau 
sent of this action, in which he suflfered a con- 
siderable loss, that he had wished to avoid an 
engi^ment in the pointion which he then 
occupied He had sent orders to the advanced 
^ards of his centre, and his left, to fall back 
behind the. Eltz, in case they were attacked; 
but General Beaupuy, who had been chained 
to see this order ^xecuted^ having been killed 
m the heginning of the action, the French 
Waited for the enemy before the Eltz, and en- 
%9Lged in a positbn which was very unfavourable 
to them. 

General Moreau took a new one behind the 
Eltz, in the night of the 19th, Hb right rested 
against the mountains, and his left on some 
morasses behind the village of Versletten. This 

V 
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last disposition had for its object, fp guard tint. 
mouth of the defile of Theningen. 

In the morning of the fiOth, the Archduke 

pushed his advanced guard across the £ltZ|. 

opposite to Emendingeo, and gave orders to 

General Latour to pass this river, at Deoio- 

gen, while General Nauendorf should advance 

in the plain towards Freybargh. Mr. de Latour 

having been under the necessity of repairing 

the bridge at Deningen, under the fire of the 

enemy^s artilleryi lost many men and a good 

deal of time. It was i already night before he 

was in condition to pass the riven This dday 

prevented the Archduke * from making a general 

attack on the enemy, as he bad . intended. 

Prince Furstenberg^ however, dislodged them, in 

the course of the day, from the village of Rugel, 

the possession of which opened to the Austrianf 

the road to Old Brisach. 

The advanced guards of each army passed 
the night of the SOth, within half •cannon^ 
shot of each other. The Archduke prepared 
to execute, at break of day, the attack which 
he had been prevented from making the day 
before. But Moreau did not think proper 
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to wait for it, and retreated during the nigh^ 
after having sent a considerable detachment 
across the Rhine at New Brisach, and destroyed 
the bridge there. 

Such was the result of Moreau's efforts to 
maintain himself in the Brisgau* All he 
gained by them, was a delay of six' days, during 
which he lost 2000 men taken prisoners, and 
a like number killed and wounded. The los» 
of the Austrians was not the fourth of it 
To the great regret of the whole army. General 
Wartensleben had bis arm broke, on the 19^1, 
hQT a gra{>e*shot 

' The Archduke entered Freyburgh on the 
81st, where he was joined by the corps of 
Priace Cond6 and of General Frolioh^ which 
assisted him in driving the rear guard of the 
enemy out of that town. The Austrians 
followed the French, whom they supposed to 
t)? in full retreat towards Upper Alsace ; 
bul;, whether Moreau wished to gain time, 
XHt he might prevent, the Imperialists from 
attempting any other . enterprize before the 
end of thq rcampaagn, or whether he wished 
s^l to endeavour to maintain himself on the 

ight bank of the Rhine, he halted at Schlien- 
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getii (twelve miles from HuningenX in a very 
strong position* ^ 

His right iving \Tas placed on the neighbour- 
ing heights of the viHages of Kandern and l^t* 
zenkireben. Beginning at these two points, hia 
]fne extended along that chain of hills which 
terminates the valley of the Rhine, fifteen miles 
from Basle, and passed by Ober and Nieder 
fickenheim, Liel, Sehliengen, and Steinstadt. 
His left was posted above the latter village, be- 
/oeath which ran the Rhine. The centre occu- 
pied the high grounds of the villages of Liel and 
Schl^ngep. The whole front of the line was 
prote<^ted by a small river, which takes its course 
in the mountains near Kandern, and runs by 
Ober and Nieder Eckenheim, Liel, and Schlien* 
gen to Steinstadt, where it falls into tiie Rhine. 
The French had, besides, posted a large body of 
infantry in front of their centre, on a very lofty 
point between the villages of Schliengen and 
Feldberg. To this detail of the position taken 
by Moreau, it: must be added, that the high 
grounds on the left bank of this river, completely 
command those <rf the right bank. This circum- 
stanee gave the French a gre^t advantage in 
defending the approaeb of their line. It was 
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in this, formidable. position that Moreau hoped 
once more to check the Austrian^, and in which 
the latter did not hesitate to attack him. 

. The enterprize was opposed by so many almost 
iajsturinountable obstacles^ that it required the ta* 
l^nLs of the Archduke, and the enthosiasm with 
which his valour had inspired the troops, to be 
able to overcome them. The Prince did not 
think, fit to endeavour (o turn round the heights 
occupied by the right wing of the French. The 
season, aqd the bad condition of the roads, ren- 
dered this measure tedious; and doubtful in its 
event An attack by open force, in spite Of its 
daisgers, was more suitable to circumstances^ 
and aJbove alU to the enterprizing character of 
the Archduke. He resolved; whatever it might 
cost^ to dislodge the enemy from the heights of 
Kandern, Fuerbach, Sutzenkirchen, Ober aUd 
Nieder Eckenheim. The attack was disposed 
in the follbtving manner:. — ^The army was di- 
vided into four principal columns. That on 
Ihe ri^t was formed by the corps of Prince 
ConAif its vanguai^d being ubder the orders of 
the Duke d'£nghein. The second, commanded by 
Prince Furstember^ coti»sted of nine bat^ions 
and t«enty*six squadrons ; the third, of eleven 
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battalions and two regiments of cavalry, Was 
conducted by General Latour; and the fourth 
column, composed of the whde vanguard of 
the army, was headed by Gei^ral Nauendor£ 

The two first columns were ordered not to 
attempt a serious attack, the ground being. t#o 
much against them, but merely to keep in check 
the left wing of the enemy, so as to |irevait 
' them from sending reinforcements to their right. 
The real attack was to be made by the two 
columns on the left, which were to advance 
against the right of the enemy, and endeavour 
to turn it 

The corps of Prince Conde, having been 
drawn together at Neuburgh, pushed forward 
to Steinstadl^ and although it had received na 
orders to drive the French from that village, 
the troops were so animated with a desire of 
signalizing themselves, that they made an attack 
with fixed bayonets, took possession of the p^ace, 
ai|d maintained themselves in it the whole day, 
though constantly under the fire of the enemy. 

Prince Furstemberg formed his colun^n at 
Molbeim, and posted- himself on the height9 * 
opposite Schliengen, which he defended with 
success!* . ' 
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The corps of General Latoor was divided into 
two columns. That on the right, attacked the 
French in the vineyards, which they occupied 
between Feldberg and Schliengen, while the left 
dislodged them from Eckenheim, and pushed for- 
ward the attack to the mountains beyond the 
hollow way. The enemy defended themselves 
with great obstinacy, but were driven at length 
from the vineyards, and from a part of 'the 
woods which lie between Nieder Eckenheim, an4 
Feurbach. 

General Nauendorf left the environs of Feld- 
bergh, and reached the points he was to : force, 
afler a long and difficult march. He divided his 
corps into several small columns, which made 
separate attacks on the villages of Sutzenkircheo, 
Fuerbach, and Kandern.. After a severe con* 
ilict, the French yielded in all these points, and 
Mr. de Nauendorf found the communication 
opened between himself and Mr. ^e Latour, 
through the means of an intermediate corps 
comi^anded by General Meerfeld. A violent 
storm, and afterwards night coming on, put an 
ei^d to the action, aDid to the efforts of the 
Austrians. 

As the posts which they had taken possession 
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c{ commanded the flanks of those still occupied 
by the French, the Arcbdalce prepared to attacks 
them, the day after, on the heights of Tannen- 
kirchen, where the right wing of the enemy had 
retired^ and had taken a position en potence/^ 
BO less formidable than that from which they 
bad just been driven. 

General Moreau, foreseeing that if he was 
compelled to abandon this last post, the Aus« 
triims might f^ce themselves between him and 
the bri(^ of Huoingen, or drive him back 
upon the Rhine, determined to recomm^nice 
his retreat, and to continue it till he reached 
Uie other bank of the riven He began his 
march during the night, and encamped on the 
25tb at. Atliogen. The day after, bis ftrmy 
passed the Rhine at Huningen, almost in the 
presence of the Austrians, who did not endea^^ 
vour to diaturb the last moments of its retreat 
The French army was protected by a strong rear 
guard pnder the. orders of Generals Abbattuci 
and la. Boissiere. 

It was thus that General .Moreau, after hav* 

^ * This French expression, signifies a position in 
which two parts of ah army are placed at right angles 
with each other, f ep/resenting the form of a gibbet. 
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ing remained foar months in Germany, ofier 
having conquered Smibia and Bayaria, and 
threatened Austria, was obliged to {tass the 
Rhine, in order to protect the frontiers of 
France, No one can deny that he made a 
mosi able retreat His successes from the 
24th of June, (the period at which he passed 
the' Rhine at Kehl), till his entrance into 
Bavaria, resulting almost necessarily from the 
great superiority of his forces, were not decisive 
^f his military talents. , But his retreat has kit 
no room to doubt of his abilities, and ranks him 
amongst distinguished Generals.' Indeed, every 
one must acknowledge that he conducted his 
army with infinite skill in the midst of the Aus* 
trian corps which surrounded him, and that he 
chose well his opportunities to attack and deftat 
th^m, one after another* The movement which 
be made against Mr. de Latour * was wdl com- 
bined, and it was to the succiess of this ma*- 
nmovre, ^that he owed that of his retreat, which 
was judicious and methodical. He saved his 
sick, his wounded, his artillery,. and his baggage. 
However able the conduct of General Moreau 
may have been, professionally speaking, it pre- 
sents, however, many errors, which Jl)aT€ bfi^n 
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partly pointed out in tbe course of tbi3 worW 
Cven his retreat is not altogiether free froni 
Uame. By remaining sla^onary during eight 
days in a bad position, full of defiles occupied 
hy the enemy, he ran the risk of being either 
completely routed, or finding himself in w«mt 
of military stores. If it did not so turn ou^ 
Moreau had no merit in it: it must be attri- 
buted to the faults committed by the Austrian 
Generals, and particularly by Mr. de Latoun 
The French army Owed its safety to the t«ro 
following causes: 

First, To the great distance there was between 
the corps of Frolich, Cond^, Latour, Nauen« 
dorf, and Petrarch, which prevented iSiem from 
having a quick and easy communication, and 
deprived the different Generals of the power 6f 
combining their motions or attacks with pre- 
cision and security. By forming an immense 
circle round Moreau, they enabled him to bear 
with his whole force against any point of the 
circumference, which he found it necessary to 
break throu^ : which that General did not fafl ^ 
td do, as often as circumstances required it 

Secondly, Td (he diver^on made by General 
Hotze in Alsaccy which proved of the utmost 
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Utility to Moreau. This incursion had two ob« 
jects : first, to induce the French to draw off a 
part of the troops stationed in Strasburgh and 
Kehl; and secondly, to hinder them from 
making any attempt on the Lower Rhine, by 
compelling them to detach a part of the army 
of the Sambre and Meuse, for the protection of 
Alsace and the Duchy of Deux Fonts. The 
first of these^ two objects was not attained^ and 
the second was but imperfectly executed. I^ 
instead of sending General Hotze with 9000 
men into Alsace, he had been ordered to join 
Mr. de Petrarch without delay^ it would have 
enabled that General to act more effectually 
against the French, instead of being obliged to 
confine himself to slight attacks^ on account of 
the small number of his troops. Having every 
advantage, which the nature of the couqtry could 
afford, and being moreover seconded by the 
inhabitants^ Mr. de Petrarch might have check- 
ed Moreau in the defiles of Suabia, or even 
have prevented him from penetrating into that 
province. These 9000 men, posted in the valley 
of Hell^ would have rendered it ihattackable4 
What would have become of Moreau^ had he 
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not been able to force this passage, and arrive 
at Freyburgh? All entrance into Switzerland 
was shut against binir Had he attempted to 
violate the neutrality of its territory, the Swiss 
troops, assembled by the difierent cantons in 
that of SchafFhausen, might have opposed his 
entrance into their country, and have placed him 
between themselves and the Austrians. In this 
case, his only resource would have been to pass 
through the Forest Towns; defiling through 
which, an army impeded by equipage, stores, 
and artillery, might have been destroyed, or at 
least have lost its rear guard : the end of this 
campaign might have been very different 

After Moreau's return into Alsace, the re- 
spective armies were again separated by the 
Rhine, almost the whole length of its course, 
from fiasle to Cologne. Henceforward this 
campaign, which ought seemingly to have been 
put an end to by the season, no longer excited 
that lively degree of interest, which two numer«» 
ous armies, opposed to each other, in a vast 
and open country, naturally inspire. Great 
battles, and those decisive movements, which 
produce the acquisition or the loss of a great 
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tract of country, were no longer to be expected^ 
Military curiosity had no other object, than the 
sieges carried on against the heads of the bridges 
at Kehl and Huningen, as well as some unim- 
portant events which took place on the Lower 
Rhine, which are now to be related. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Duposiiian of ike armies of the Archduke and 
Moreauj after the latter had re-entered Frande 
-^Operations of General Wemeck^ on the 
Lower Rhme-^Beumonville succeeds Jour- 
dan in the command of the army of the Sombre 
and Mouse— Condition of that army^— Opera- 
tions if Generals JBotze and Neuj on the left 
bank of the Rhine— Passij^e of that river by 
the Awtrians^ on the ^ 1st— Affair on the Sieg^ 
the same de^^^Engagement at KretUznach-^ 
General Hotze retires into the entrenched 
tamp htfare Manheim^^He is attacked in it 
wUhout snecess^^ Neutrality pf Neuwied 
agreed uponr-^Armistice concluded on the 
XiOwerJthme. 

Jl RINCE Charles, after having driven the 
army of the Rhine and Moftelle into Alsace, 
thought of nothing but to wrest from thein the 
two places still in the hands of the French, on 
Uie right bank of the Rhine, viz/the heads 6f 
the bridges of Kebl and Huningen* He ordered 
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them to be invested at the end of October, and 
made every necessary preparation for these en- 
terprizes. He entrusted the direction of the attack 
to be made on the head of the bridge of Huningen, 
as well as the command of the left wing of his 
army to the Prince of Wurtemberg, and marched 
himself, with the rest of his forces, to Offem* 
burgh. He fixed his head quarters in this town, 
that he might personally be able to direct the 
operations of the siege of Kehl. The Prince 
ordered 'the right wing of his army, undeiv Ge- 
neral Sztafray, towards Radstadt and Manheim, 
in order to unite it to the troops which occupied 
the latter place, and to secure a powerful support 
to its entrenched«camp, in case of an attacks 

On the other side, General Moreau disposed 
his army nearly in a manner similar. He left his 
right w ing under the orders of General Fcrino, 
in the environs of Huningen, to defend the head 
of the bridge, marched the centre of his army 
towards Strasburgh, and eetabli^ed his head- 
quarters near that tbwn, in the village of lllkirch< 
He gave the command of^is left to General 
Desaix, who marched towards Landau, in order 
to oppose General Hotze, and compel him to 
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retire into the fort of the Rhine, before the town 
of Manheioiii 

The positions taken, by the armies of Prince 
Charles and General Moreau, for the remainder 
of the campaign^ as well as for their winter 
quarters^ having been now stated, the Lower 
Rhine most now, for the last time, be returned to. 

It may be remembered, that the Archduke, 
having forced Jourdan's army to cross the Rhine 
and the Sieg, left General Werneck, on the S8d 
of September, with about 40,000 men, to keep 
the French in check on the Lower Rhine. This 
General, well worthy, by his military talents, pf 
the confidence reposed in him by the Archduke, 
placed his advanced posts on the Sieg, and his 
head quarters at Uckerath. His operations 
could only be defensive^ and his sole aim was 
to prevent the French from tdung the field jBigain* 
To attain this, he had two objects to fulfil; firs^ 
to confine the enemy between Dusseldorf and 
the Siegi and secondly, to block up the head of 
the bridge at Neuwied as closely as possible* 

The campaigns of 1795 and 1796, having fur* 
nished many examples of the facility with which 
an army, superior in number, could force the 

VOL* X. h 
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passage of the Sieg and the Lahn, General 
Wemeck endeavoured to find, in the nature of 
the country, and the works of art, the means of 
obviating the defects of several points of his 
position. In order to improve and concentrate 
the defence of the Lafan, he contrived to unite, 
by combined entrenchments, the towns of Monte* 
banr and Limburg, to (be fortress of Ehrenbreit- 
steio* Foreseeing, besides, a possibility that the 
enemy might finrce these ei^enchments and the 
passage of tfie Lahn, Mr. de Wemeck caused 
the town of Friedberg to be fortified, that he 
mgfast add a second line of defence to that of 
Frad^rt 

It may be remembered, that, at the ond of his 
retreat^ Jourdan was deprived of the command 
of the army, the remains of which he was bring* 
ipg back. The complaints made by this Gene- 
ral against the plan of the campaign, which he 
bad been obliged to follow, against the want of 
means in which he had been left, and against 
the bad-conduct of the civil Commissaries, at- 
tached to his army^ all these, but still more the 
mbfortuoes which be had experienced, dissatis- 
fied the Directory, of whom Jourdan had been 
till then the favourite. Instead of an inciwse 
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of authority, whieh- he demanded, as necessary 
to restore order to his army, he was stripped of 
his command, which was bestowed on General 
fieurnonville, already known by bis campaign of 
iTreves, in 179^, and by his imprisonaient in 
Morairis. Scarcely had the latter returned into 
Francei than he was sent, in compensation for 
his long captivity, to take the command of tho 
army of the North, in Holland. He brought a 
part of it to the assistance of Jourdan, in the end 
of September, and succeeded, a few days afiar^ 
to the command of the army oi the Sambre apd 
Meus«« 

This cbav^ of Commanders did not accalft* 
rate the restoration of good order throughout 
the army. On the contrary, it appeared tlial 
Jourdan, in spite of his misfortunes, still ith 
tained many partizaqs in it, in all iU <Uffierent 
classes. Several Generals and subaltern officem 
wished to share his disgrace ; and desertiooi 
which was already very considerable, became 
more prevalent than before^ These circnm*^ 
stances did not second the wishes of the Direct 
tory, and the efforts of Beumonville, to restore 
to the army that consistence which it had lost 
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The business, indeed, was less to reform, tbra 
to new model it altogether. The elements of it 
were either dissolved or relaxed; it no longer 
retained either union or spirit The Generals 
were discontented, the officers disheartened, and 
the soldiers were' without confidence and subor« 
dination* This army was in want of hor^, 
artillery, clothes, arms, and provisions. It was 
deficieiit in those various military means, without 
which an army, whatever be the number of its 
soldiers, cannot undertake an active war, without 
experiencing embarrassments. This^ however, 
was what the French Government expected 
from ii^ wishing the army to recommence offen- 
sive operations as soon as possible, that while 
there was yet time, a powerful diversion might 
be made in favour of Moreau. Notwithstanding 
the orders of the Directory, and his own exer- 
tions, General Beurnonville could not put the 
army of the Sambre and Meuse in a condition 
to act effectually. In vain did he cashier offi- 
cers, brealc Commissaries, dismiss contractors, 
and shoot some soldiers : his army was not x^n- 
dered, by this, more fit to be employed, and 
these internal arrangements consumed the time, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



149 

duiiog which it was still possible to undertake 
some enterprize. 

To the above-mentioned causes, which pre* 
vented Beumonville from recommencing offen-* 
sive operations^ wjeis added the necessity of de- 
fending bis ovi^n position. General Hotze, as 
it has been before related, passed the Rhine at 
Manheim, on the Sd of October, with about 
9000 men, and sent a part of hb forces into 
Alsace, to attract the attention of the enemy, to 
destroy their lineS} and to levy contributions. 
Another division of the same corps marched to 
the right, and pushed parties into the Palatinate 
and the Nahegau, as far as Kaiserslautem and 
Baumholder. * 

This unexpected irruption alarmed the French 

€orps which were in front of the Nahe, and in 

the Hundsruck ; and they marched towards the 

Duchy of Deux Prats, to protect it from the 

incursions of the enemy. General Neu, Go* 

vemor of Mayence, taking advantage of the 

weakness of the French corps which blocked up 

that place, drove it back, after several brisk en* 

gagements, behind the Nahe ; and took posses* 

sion of the town of Bingei^ as wdl as of some 

important points am that river. 
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Ju the motions of General Neii, combiMd 

vfith those of General Hotze, rendered it posai* 
Ue for them to attempt something more import- 
ant Beurnonville hastened to march a large 
party of his army towards the Huodto'iick. He 
thus weakened himself greatly on the right bank . 
of the Rhine, deprived himself of the power of 
undertaking any thing in that quarter, and gave 
General Werneck an opportunity of makii^ some 
attempt 

This General, wishing to profit by the removal 
of a part of Beurnonville's army, as well ms to 
favour, by a diversioui the operations of Generals 
Hotze and Neu, assembled some boatSi temd 
caused several small detachments to Crdse the 
Ilhin^ op the 81st of October, both above and 
below Coblents. His aim was to spread alarm 
along the left bank of the Rhine^ by making dt<* 
bftrkations on several pointsi and more especially 
to break the bridge of boat^ at Neuwied^ ill order 
to cot off the troops which defended the head of 
that bridge.* General Kray, to whom this ez*- 

* It may have been remarked^ that^ in the course 
of the eampaign^ tfa6 French passed the Rhine several 
tiiMs at M^vkri^d. An island which is situated almos^ 
opposite that town^ gav^ ifaefii^ at liie same dtae^ ^ 
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pedition was entrusted, succeeded in the latter 
objecti and effected the destruction of the bridge/ 
which was afaready much damaged by the swell 
of the Rhiney and by trees and all sorts of lum- 
ber brought down with it These different de« 
tachments had several smart actions, but as theif 
numbers were too small to enable diem to mak^ 
any advance into the country, they repassed the 
Bfaine, with the loss of about SOO men, after 
having been on the point of getting possession 
of the town of Cdblentz. 

power of easily throwing a' bridge over the Rhine, and 
the means of defending it by batteries erected on the 
island. The advantages vrhich this point offered for 
passing the Rhine^ induced the French to establish 
ther0 a petmanent bridge, and to cover it by works, 
which they caused to be constructed during the sum* 
mer. Tins iite de pont made them masters of a fixed 
passage over the Rhine, and gave them a point of sup- 
port against the fortress of Ehrenbreitstein, which is 
only twelve miles from Neuwied. 

la 1672, Marshal Turenne, being encamped, with 
dO,000 men, between Bonn and CoUents, threw also 
a bridge of boats over the Rhine, at Neuwied, and 
covered it in tlie same manner with entrenchments/ 
The Elector of Braadenburgh, who was with 30,000 
men before Ments, attacked, without success, this 
tUe de pont, in which Mr. de Turenne had left SOQO 
men. The bridge was soon afterwards destroyed by 
the ice. 
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Beurnonville, anxious to signalize hiiiiself by 
the news of some brilliant exploit sent an ac- 
count of this affair, full of bombast and false* 
hood. After having exalted the talents of his 
Generals, and especially his own, he described 
the tremendous attack made by the Austrians ; 
tiie irresistible courage of his soldiers both on 
land and on water; the inconcevoablejirt kept 
tip by his artillery ; and concluded, by stating 
that all the Austrians had been hilledy drowned^ 
or taken prisoners. The number of the latter» 
amounting by his account to lOOiX''^ 

On the same day, the filst, a very severe en- 

* It was to this same General Beornoavillej as greal 
a braggart^ though far less able and fortuoate« ttian 
Bonaparte, that Dumourier confided at the end of 179<> 
30,000 men, with a commission to attack the Prince of 
Hohenlohe^ who defended the approaches to Treves^ 
with lO^OOQ men. After several attacks^ as ansuccess* 
fill as they were ill-planed, Beumonville was obliged 
to lead back to Mentz and Thionville, his armyie- 
duced to 15,000 men, by the sword of the Aostrians* 
and the Prussian dysentery. He then wrote to the 
Convention, that the nature of the season and the coun* 
try, bad not allowed him to fiilfil^ entirely^ the com- 
mimon with which b^ bad been entrusted, hut that be 
had made an enormous slaughter of the Austrians^ and 
that be had lost^ in this expedition^ only the Hitk 
Jingtr of ranger^ 
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4 

gftgement took place on the Sieg lietween the 
advanced guards, opposed to each other, in which 
the French were worsted, and suffered much« 

The two divisions of the army of the Sambre and 
Meuse^ sent into the Hundsruck, and upon the 
Nahe, restored the superiority to the French^ in 
that part of the seat of wan On the fl6th, they 
attacked the Austrians, posted on the right bank 
of the Nahe, with their right at Bingen, and their 
left near Kreutznach. Notwithstanding the in« 
equality of strength, the Imperialists defended 
themselves with success, and stood their ground. 
The French renewed the attack on the 27th, and 
the resistance made by the Austrians was no less 
vigorous than that of the preceding day; but 
their lefl^ over which the enemy had the advantage 
of ground, having been turned, they were com* 
pelled to retire upon the Seltz, after having lost 
about 300 men. The loss of the Republicans 
was not inferior. They lefi^ besides, £00 pri- 
soners in the hands of the Austrians. 

The Executive Directory construed this ad* 
vantage into a great victory, in order to com* 
pensate for the news of Moreau*s defeat, and of 
his retreat beyond the Rhine, which happened 
at the same period. This success was, however, 
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of very little importanoei either with reftpea to 
tiie issue of the battle^ or the extent of cottMrj 
which it pot the French in possession of. The 
situation of the Huodsruck, and of that part of 
the Palatinate, which lies between the Moselle 
and the Rhine, is such, as to make it diff colt to 
defend it against a superior force; these two 
countries belong almost necessarily to the most 
numerous, and especially^ as it has been before 
observed^ to the possessors of the places on the 
$arre, MoseUe, and in Alsace. Of this the pre^ 
sent war has added its testimony to that of all 
the preceding ones. 

. These countries, as well as the Duchy of Deux 
Fonts, are indebted to their situatioD» for the mis- 
fortune of having been occupied and laid waste, 
one after the other, by the contending anme& 
They have experienced, more cruelly than any 
other country, the dreadful scourge of war. 
They are ruined for a great number of years.* 

* These countries have been still worse treated in 
preceding wars. There are still to be found the traces 
of those horri4 ravages which the French committed 
in 1688 and 169S. Mr. de Louvoia^ Minister of war 
under Louis XIV. sent an order to the French Generals 
tO lay waste the whole Pislatinate with fire and sword. 
These orders were but too cruelly CMoited} aknsit sU 
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Three dftyt after the adtabtage gataed by the 
Rraichy ia the neighbourhood of Kreutznach, 
tiiey retired again upon the Nahe ; their aim in 
dislodging the Auatrians .from the banks of that 
river, having been merely to cover the march of 
a^division of the army of the Sambre and Meuee^ 
which ^as directing iUelf towards Kaiserslautenii 
ib onter to drive from thence the li^t troops of 
General Hoti^. After his retreat across the 
Rhine, Moreau likexifise ordered a division to 
march towards Landau and the Palatinate* At 
die approach of these (wo divisions, Generid 
Hotse, too weak to oppose them, and havin|^ 
besides, no great interest in doing so, retired 
into the entrenched camp before Manfadnu 
The French followed and attacked him without 
success, <m the 7th of November. In spitis of 

the towns of the Palatinate were burnt. It will no 
doubt be recollected that the Elector Palatine, reduced 
to despiiif by tbe niiti of hts country, wbicfabe beheld 
a prey to the flsmes {torn the fortress where be had 
taken refuge, wished to fight Marshal Turenne, and seat 
him a challenge, which the latter refused. All the 
world tikei^se is acquainted with the manner in which 
Mr. de Louvois wished to draw from Loois XIV* aa 
order for completing the destruction of this beautiful 
country, and the horror with whicb that Prince rejected 
&t proposal* 
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all tbeir exertions^ he remained nutfter of the 
post he had taken possession o^ the right of 
which was covered by Franckenthal, and the left 
by a little river called the Rhebach. In the be* 
ginning of this work, a description has been 
given of this entrenched camp, known by the 
name of the Fort of the Rhine, After this ac- 
lion, the position of the Austrian and French 
armies from Manheim to Dusseldor^ presenting 
nothing to either, which was at once necessary 
and easy to acquire, both sides remained in a 
state of inaction, which the rigour of the season 
and want of repose almost forced upon, them* 
Although General Beumon^le had drawn to* 
gather, in the first days of November, two large 
bodies of troops near Andemach and Cologne, 
and had made apparently great preparations for 
an impending attack, yet he contented himself 
with mere appearances. General Werneck, on 
his side, was just as inactive, and made no serious 
attempt upon the head of the bridge at Neuwied. 
Nothing happened but a few skirmishes and can- 
nonades, which had no other effect but to cost 
the lives of some men on both sides. 

This reciprocal inaction, it was believed^ was 
occasioned, or at least would soon be fcjlowed^ 
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by a sudpension of hostilities upon the Lower 
Rhine. This belief was coafirmed by the Aus* 
triaii and French Generals having at Neuwied 
several conSerences ; the first effect of which was 
an agreement that neither party* should occupy 
that place^ and that it should be considered as 
neutraL* These conferences being renewed in 
the months of November and December, ter- 
minated in a more important agreement The 
Austrian General Kray, and the Republican 

* The neutrality was so much the more advantageous 
to this towD^ as by the position of its tite dc po$U, it 
found itself^ if I may so say^ placed between the Aus- 
trian and French batteries, and consequently liable to 
be reduced to ruins, if either of them undertook t0 
maintain themselves there. It had, besides^ suffered biiTt 
too much already from the war, having been in 179^ 
bombarded and half destroyed by the French. 

This town belongs to the Prince of Neuwied, famous 
in Germany for his eccentric humour, and the suitwliich 
he carried on against his wife, in the Imperial Cham- 
ber of Westlaert She succeeded in procuring the ad- 
ministration of his property, and his principality to be 
taken from him, on the ground of madness. He ncYer- 
tbeless, many years ago, had the wisdom to grant the 
town of Neuwied religious and commercial franchises, 
which attracted thither a great number of.mer^sbants 
and mapufacturers^ from every country, and of every 
religion. This town is commercial, and regularly built ; 
H is inhabited by a great number of Hembutes or Mo« 
ravian Friars. 
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General Kleberi concluded, on the 6th of De« 
cember, a suspension of hostilities between the 
two armies on the Lower Rhine. The conditions 
were, that the Austrians should retire behind th^ 
Sieg, and the French behind the Wupper; that 
the latter should evacuate the head of the bridge 
at Neuwied, carrying their cannon, and leave 
only a piquet guard of 115 men ; that the Aus^ 
trians were to have a similar guard in the town, 
and that no post should be occupied by a greater 
number of men ; that upon the left bank of the 
Rhine, the river Nahe should be the line of sepa- 
ration between the two armies ; that upon giving 
ten days previous warning, they should mutually 
be at liberty to recommence hostilities, and to 
re-occupy the posts which they had held before 
the suspension. 

On the 10th, the Frencli withdrew their troops 
and their artillery from the head of the bridge 
at Neuwied, and on both sides the armies went 
into winter quarters. It therefore occasioned 
much surprize, when a proclamation of the 
Austrian Commander at Frankfort declared, that 
he was ordered to contradict the report pf a 
suspension of hostilities on the Lower Rhine; 
that such a measure was directly contrary to 

/ Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



159 

Ae Emperor^s sentimeoUand intentions; and 
that the latter movements of the troops on the 
Lower Rhine, had been owing to nothing but 
the nature of tilie war in that country at that 
season of the year. It was difficult to reconcile 
thii disavowal of the armistice with its real 
execution. The contradiction can only be 
explained by supposing that the Generals Kray 
and Kleber had tacitly concluded a convendon, 
subject to the condition of its being ratified 
at Vienna, and at Paris; and that it was to be 
€arried^ into efiect provisionally. This suppo<^ 
sition becomes the more probable from the 
circumstance, that this suspension was not 
officially published by the two Generals who 
concluded it By some, it was supposed that 
it had displeased the Archduke, but it is not 
to be believed that General Kray would have 
ventured upon such a measure, without being 
previously authorized to it by that Prhice. 
Others imagined, and with more appearance of 
reason, that the Archduke caused the report 
'of a suspension of arms to be denied, and 
prevented its being officially published, in order 
that his troops, which at that time were besieging 
KeU^ with no less constancy than hardship, ipight 
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not envy the repose enjoyed by the wny on the 
Lower RhinOi 

General Beurnonville^ who was sent back to the 
army of the North aboot the end of December^ 
it was saidy at that time was deprived of the 
command of the army of the Sambre and Mouse, 
as a punishment for having allowed it to remain 
in a state of repose, and for having consented 
to the suspension of arms. It was very singular 
to see this suspension disavowed by the higher 
powers on both sides, and yet carried strictly 
into execution. The fact is, that it resulted 
less from the wish of the parties, than from the 
rigour of the season, and the nature of the 
country which the respective armies occupied. 
All the country upon the right bank of the 
Rhine, from Mentz to Dusseldorf, is exceedingly 
mountainous, much covered with forests, and 
intersected by a great number of little riven^ 
or rather torrents, which overflow the valleys 
during winter. There are very few roads, 
and those are almost unpassabie during the 
bad season. When it arrives, an army ' has 
hi^rdly the possibility of acting in such a 
country, and therefore it was very natural 
for the Generals, on both sides, to wish to 

» 
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save their soldiers from unnecessar^/;^^ fatigues^ 
and to agree upon a state of inaction, to which 
they were in truth compelled by irresistible 
circumstances. 

Whether the suspension was really agreed 
to> or no^ its conditions were nevertheless 
exactly observed. They gave equally repose 
to both, parties, . but were more advantageous 
^ to the French, since they secured to them the 
preservation of the head of the bridge at 
Neuwied, in, the possession of which they .were 
to be re-established on the recommencement of 
hostilities. Thus ended the campaign upon the 
Lower Rhine.-^An account of the sieges of 
Kehl, and of the head of the bridge at Huningen, 
remains now to be given. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

J?escfiption i>f the ftfft and mtrewchtd vamp 
of KeM^^Stiege of that placc'^lts surrender 
hy vajntukaiofi-^kgis of the head sf rib 
MSgt ut Nunin:gen— Reduction of that 
place, and fend of ike campaign. 

JnLS 4iiis Stege of Kehl attracted die isttention 
of Europe for above two ttiotftfas, and \rad 
yciiiarkable fot its length, atrd for the ex- 
]>en3e df blood and treasune on both sidcfs, 
before a detafl of its progress Is given, a 
few words shall be isaid on its local and 
military situation.* 

This celebrated fort, so often taken and 
retaken, in the different wars between France 
and the Empire^ or the House of Austria, 
is situated upon the right bank of the Rhine, 

* This fort belonged formerly to the town of Stras- 
burgh^ and became afterwards a fohress of the Em- 
pire. Marshal de Berwick took it in 1733, after 
ten days' open trenches, and caused the fortification* 
to be razed. 
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opposite to the town, or rather to the cit^}^ 
l>f Str«^hm]gh. Sefoce tbie war, it oommuair 
cated with it by a bridgpi built uppn pil«8^ 
f^i4 divided into two parts by (an ]slao4« 
Thii» bridge formed the pripcfpal pommupi* 
Cfttion between France and OeTimaiiy; it wfiy 
broken down on both isi^tei^ at tb9 cownKSi^^ 
liD^nt of the wan 

At 1^ period, th^ fortiliQatipins pf K^, 9QPf 
tib? bulwark of Gerp^aj^yi w^ns almps^ ^Q^ir^F 
"dwtroyed. ^mp pm^ afterww^f, w ox^^ , 
to pri^venp the la^perial^ frp^^ rieipstati^og t^ 
9rork9^ the French bonjbarded tho f4^rt» iap4 
f^yip^ the tpwn of S^ehl, at th^ ei^tr^mity pf 
(wbich ^ i3 j^ated. This boinbardinfi^t 4^9r 
liflb^ *im9^i *^\ tbe btfildings th^^ werp irjitht9 
idHf cirpj^iipfer^pp? pf tbp Iprt, fis well ffi ft 
great part of the town. Thi/s, however, dyl n^t 
pffur^t (be Awfr^api frpm tbrpwipg ^p ppme 
^Pfks of efurt|i, fie^yrf .tbp# ppii^t frpm a e^up 
4€ main, a{)4 to be epabl^d to epiQvoan^ with 
l^b^r fiicp^ the i^and9 wb»ph l»y bptwegw thf tW9 
|>(ip)(9. Sjiqb Wlis Ikbp ppn4i|)^o pf tbip fprt a> 
l^^4«4 of Hie yeitr J79^. 

Tb9 mWMsr iia wbi^b tbe Vre^h tppk th/> 
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fort, at the beginning of this campaign, may 
be recollected. From the time that they got 
posessidn of it, knowing its importance, they 
hastened to fortify it, and skilfully employed 
all the means of defence, which its situation 
affords. To render this fort more difficult of 
attack, and of approach, they covered it by an en- 
trenched camp, the right of which was flanked 
by an elbow of the riyer, and by an island in it 
Its left extended to the fort itself. The front; 
which was a good deal more advanced than the 
wings, was covered by a strong dyke, armed 
with redoubts, and pi^ovided with a good ditch. It 
concealed the entrenched camp, and thus secured 
it from the fire of the cannon* They increased 
^the difficulties of approach, by cuts made in the 
Kintzig and the Schutter, small rivers which fall 
into -the Rhine near Kehl. 

The retrograde march of Moreau, as well as 
the capture of Kehl by General Petrarch, who 
*(as already seen) lost it again on the same day, 
Aiade the French redouble their labour and 
Exertions to complete the state of defence of tiie 
fort, and of the entrenched camp. They supplied 
it with a numerous artillery, and, to render Abe 
communication with Strasburgh more ready and 
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more sure, tbey constructed two. Ridges, one of 
boats, and the other a flying one. 

The fort of Kehlwas in this formidable state of 
defence, when thje Archduke determined to. make 
himself master of it. This enterprize presented 
great difficulties, required long labours, and im- 
mense preparations. It is seen, from the detai} 
which has been entered upon, that it was not an 
ordinary siege ; that the business was less to take 
a fort, than a formidable camp ; and that it was 
one army besieging another. The time ^hat was 
necessary to bring together the troops, the work- 
men, the artillery, and the magazines, retarded 
the opening of the siege* More than half the 
month of November was employed in making 
lines of circumvallation, as well as other works, 
preparatory to opening the trenches. The Arch- 
duke, that he might be nearer to superintend, and 
to animate the labours of the siege, took up bis 
head-quarters at Offenburgh, about ten miles 
from Kehl. Mr. de Latour, who commanded 
t^e besieging troops, took up his at Wildsted^ 
five miles distant from the place, which was use- 
lessly suounoned. on the nth of November* 

In the night of the 21st of the same month, the 
tre^che^ were opened on the right bank of the 
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Kititrig. tt-^4* hot ther*, how6v«r, that tb$ 
Austrians proposeid to tndke their pridcipal ef- 
forts. Their works, ijrt this point, had tto other 
dbject, but to establish a dross fire against the 
fort, add the entrenched tamp, in order to favout 
the approach fi*om th* village of Kehl, and t6 
C6vef the right Hank of the real attack. In the 
Sanie night (viz. the 2ist) General Moreau 
tkused the garrisotl to be reinforced with a strong 
torpk Of infantry, drawn from Strasburgh. Ott 
the S^d, at break of day, these troops, command- 
ed by General Desai^, made a vigorous sortie; 
attacked with fixed bayotiets the left of the line 
6^ dOntravallation, and go^ possession, in an in- 
stant, of the village of Sundheim, as well as of 
three redoubts, of which they spiked the cadrtons. 
Encouraged by suCh rapid success, the French 
attacked the other redoubts 6f the first line; and 
advanced at the same time against the secondl* 
They ^ere lesd fortunate in this last enterprise. 
Pfldce Frederick ot Otarige, who was posted With 
a body of tfbops b)Bhind a dyke, whiirh joined the 
i^dbubts 6n the left of the fifit and second lines, 
resisted, in this poshibii, ah the efforts of the 
tfAertiy. Aftef ah efigagetoent, as bloody ts it 
WAS bbstidate, tad in Whifch (hift yoUftg frinCt 
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fttw the stanongest proofs of bravery and talent^ 
he preveated the French from penetrating any 
ftirther. They experienced na leas resistance in 
tiheir attack on the other redoubts of the 6rst Un^ 
Aldiougfa surrounded, and le£t to tbeniselvesi for 
fosie time,, they were defended with a courage 
equal to the fury of the assailants. In vain did 
the French grenadiers, several timesi^ leap into 
the ditch, and endeavour to scale the palisadoeSi 
and mount the parapet They were constantly 
repulsed, and filled the ditches with thdr dead. 

The long defence made by these redoubts^ and 
the firmness of the Prince of Orange, giBive time 
to General Latour to collect the corps of re-* 
eerve, and to bring them into action. He re* 
took the village of Sundheim, and maintained 
himself there, notwitl^tanding a fresh attempt 
made upon it by the French. The latter were 
soon after attacked, at the same time, by the 
Prince of Orange, and the Generals Latour and 
Stader, who dislodged them from the redoubts 
which tb^ had taken,and forced them at last to 
retire within their own lines. 

This action, oqe of the best disputed during 
the campaign, as weU as one of the most bloody, 
conoderiag the nnmbers Uiat were engsged, and 
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the space in which it was fought, cost the Aus- 
trianSv ISOO men, and the French more than 2000 
Four Generals of the latter were wounded, 
among whom was the Commander in Chief. On 
both sides prodigies of valour were performed* 
The Austrian regiments of Stuart and Sztarray 
particularly distinguished themselves. The Prince 
of Orange gained very great credit; and the 
Archduke gave fresh proofs of talents, and of 
that cool courage, for which he is remarkable. 
A sortie so vigorously made at the first moment 
of opening the trenches, marked the importance 
which the French attached, or feigned to attach 

9 

to the fort of Kehl, and shewed what sacrifices 
they were disposed to make, to retain possession 
of it 

On tbefollowjngdays, the Austrians continued 
their labours, which the bad weather rendered 
slow and difficult In order to interrupt them, 
the French made a fresh sortie in the night of the 
27tlu in which they were instantly repulsed with 
losl In, the night of the 28th, the besiegers be- 
gan their approaches on the right bank of the 
Schutt^r, and joined them to one part of the 
parallel already formed between that river and 
the Kintzig. From the 28tb, the batteries of 
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this first parallel, as well as those of the redoubts 
which flanked it on the right and left, began to 
play on the French entrenchments. 

On the 5th of December, the Archduke him- 
self, at the head of one battalion of grenadiers^ 
took the most advanced^^^cAe on the right of 
the enemy. Advantage was taken of this to 
extend to this point the paridlel of the lefl^ 
all the batteries of which begaii to play the 
Dame day, and the fire from which was en« 
creased, on \ht 11th, by some new batteries 
erected on the same point 

The Austrians were not so fortunate in^ a« 
attack which they made, on the 1 1th, on the first 
line of the advanced works which covered the 
right flank of the entrenched camp. They at- 
tacked it with bravery, and carried it; but the 
French having returned to the charge with su« 
perior force, they drove back the Austrians into 
their own entrenchments. The latter renewed the 
attack the day following ; had at first the same 
success, and in the end the same disadvantage. 
In the evenings they made two more attempts, 
the issue of which was precisely the sam^« 
They lost a great many men in these actions, in 
which both sides shewed the greatest obstinacy. 
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The onLucky issue €^ tfiese attaclES^ whidt fiuled 
only because the besiegers could not monitaiQ 
themselves in the works after they had carried 
tbeiD, on account of the terrible fire of grape- 
sbol and musquetry to which they were exposed, 
determined the Archduke to renounce, for the 
pesent, all -attempts to carry them by forces and 
to confine himself to the operations of art-*- 
The approaches were therefore continued ; and 
a second parallel was constructed, but with in- 
credible labour, the thaw which happened at 
this time having filled the trenches with water, 
and rendered almost impracticable the removal 
of the heavy artillery from one parallel to the 
othefr. These obstacles produced new delays 
in the formation of the siege, which had been 
successively retarded by the cold, by snow, by 
rains, and by the overflowings of the rivers 
Kintzig and Schutter. The enemy, besides de- 
fended every inch of ground. The besieged, and 
the troops which guarded the trenches^ were 
frequently engaged in actions, sometimes rery 
warm; which, joined to an almost incessant 
cannonade sind bombardment, cpstthe Utos of 
a great number of men. Still more perished 
from diseases^ occasioned by the natore of the 
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«6i^ and from the fetioii. From thew th« 
besiegers soffbred still more than the besieged^ 
The former, as wdl as the latter, were confined 
within their works, and without any protection 
from the severities of the weather* The Aiis* 
iriAM had no local means of cannonading and 
bombarding the French, which the latter did not 
equally possess against their adversaries. The 
IPrench had, besides, the immense advantage of 
being relieved and assisted at pleasure, by troops 
drawn from Strasburgh, where 30,000 men might 
be easily quartered. 

^ But neither the fatigues nor the dangers at« 
tending these operations, shook the constancy of 
the Austrian troops, nor the determination of the 
Archduke. He never ceased, during the whole 
course of this memorable siege, to animate the 
men by his exhortations, to encourage them by 
hiisi example, and to support them by the confi* 
dence with which he had inspired them. The 
ftoldiers endured patiently those sufferings which 
the Archduke shared with tnem; the Prince*^ 
last triuthphs were to them a certain pledge of 
the iMicceds of this enterprise. 

On«he night of the i^tb, the Anstriians made 
a successful attack on one of the advanced works 
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of the fort They carried an entrencfamenti; 
thrown up near the post-house of Kebl, made 
SOO prisoners, and took 4 pieces of cannon and 
2 howitzers* 

The forty as well as the entrenched camp of 
Kebl, deriving their principal means of resistance 
fronfi their comtnunication with Strasburgh, the 
length of their defence necessarily depended on 
the preservation of the bridges. The French had 
neglected nothing to strengthen and secure thesd 
bridges^ from the effects of bombs and of can« 
Don. They had directed their construction^ and 
the disposition of the entrenched camp accord- 
ingly. It was so situated, that the Austrians 
could not fire directly against the bridges, which 
were, besides protected by batteries raised in 
mt^ny islands, which the French had occupied 
^ since their treaty with the Margrave of Baden. . 

The most certain means then of expediting tbe 
reduction of Kehl, being to destroy the bridges, 
th6 Archduke would not omit any means to effect 
it He caused several strong fire-ships to be 
built in the river Kintzig, which being launched 
in the Rhine, and sent down the CMrreqt,' might 
break the bridges^ either by their weight or their 
e«plosioQ» 
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^ On the 82d^ at night, the Austrians launched 
ofate of thfese fire-ships. To draw off the atten- 
trori of the enemy, they redoubled the fire fronai 
Che cannon and mortars, and at the dame time 
attacked the advanced piquets of the enemy. ' 
-But the TVench^ who had expected that the be- 
siegers wonld niake use of these fire-ships, were 
prepared to prevent their effects. They had 
constructed an estacade above the bridges, which 
Stopped the machine. It was immediately seized 
by the French pontonniers, who had the good 
ibrtuhe to prevent the explosion, by removing 
th^ match. Other machines, of a similar nature, 
liaiuhched a few days afterwtirds, shared the same 
fate as the former. The Austrians succeeded no . 
1)etter against the enemy's entrenchments. They 
were repulsed several timies, and lost a great 
many men; but far short of 1500, which was 
the number at which the French estimated their 
loss in this affair. 

The obstinacy with which the French defended 
their works, rendered the ' acquisition of them 
more slow and bloody; but did not prevent the 
^ustriaiis from completing the batteries of the 
second parallel, and from making the approaches 
vf the third* These having at length been pushed 
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|0 witbin 800 paoes of the outward worloi 9S the 
Ufij and of th^ right of the centre of tb^ «hf- 
Ireached campi the Archduke detennmed tp 
fiutke the assault on these two points. Thr 
prince's aim, in wishing tp make hii^self muster 
of them, was to be enabled to draw a third par 
f altel across the eneoay's ^tre9cbme9t» ^om the 
Hhine to the Schutter« 

The Archduke rnade^ 10 coa^eqoeM^ ^ fol* 
jewing disposition: four battaUony, under tb^ 
conduct of Prime Frederick of Orange, were tp 
attack the right: Major-General Zop^ who ha^ 
also four battalions under his commaud, was to 
assault the works on the leil, aqd otu^ h» parti*- 
^lar called the Suabian Redoubt 

This plan was carried into execution on tbe 
1st of January in the evening. The Prince pf 
Orange advanced with his usual intrepiditjF 
against the enemy's works, attacked them with 
fixed bayonets, and carried them. Not satisfifed 
with this first success, he continued to pu^ the 
French, took from them many other works, afid * 
pursued them even into their camp. The lattar 
having rallied^ ^^^ being reinforqed by the corps 
dp .reserve, commanded by Genertl Lecourh^ 
:made head in force a^ain^t the Prynce^ OrmS^ 
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This C MTitt ms tance, joined to the extreme ^kurk- 
ness trf tfae oi^t^ as veQ as to the sort of con* 
Itiston which it jneoessarily iKcasions^ did not 
admit df die Piinoe's maintaining himaelf in the 
motf; advanced works whi<!h he had taken. Ht 
determined there&Mre lo ahandoa tfien, after 
having ispilied 15 pieces of cannon, which he 
canU nut bring away ; and took post in the front 
of Ihe first works which he had heen ordered to 
attack. In tlm position he maintained hitnsdf, 
jKitwidistafidiiig all the eflbrts of the enemy ; 
aad Ihos covered the workmen, who were fornnng 
behind him, the projected parallel 

WhBe the Prince of Orange was thus getting 
possession of the works, which flanked the ri^ 
nf the oentre of the entrenched camp, those 
whidi iflanked its left, were attacked with tbe 
name jsnooess, by Genend Zcipf. The principal; 
ame wa% ias has -been befinre obsiended, tbe .Sua* 
iiian redoubt This work, situated on the left 
&Dfk of tbe«dyke which coverpd the entrenched 
camp, was nf consideraUe extent, .having a' ditch, 
desii-baittibns, strong paliuides, and a double 
row of trous de .hup. 

'General «Zop^4itta(dred it gallantly ; ^md, not- 
ling its ibrmid^ble state of defnio^ 
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drove the French from it^ killed a great namber 
of theniy and pursaed them into their entrenched 
camp. He then returned to post himself before 
the redoubt he had taken; and began a brisk 
cannonade with the same pieces of artillery, 
which. he had seized from the enemy. In the 
mean time» the workmen completed the commu» 
ideation of this redoubt with the head of the sap 
directed against it» and united it, by a parallel, 
with the villi^ of Kehl» The successes of the 
Prince of Orange, and of General Zopf, against 
the right and left of the dyke, having forced the 
French to abandon it, the Austrians immediately 
raised a banquette on its scarp, to be enabled 
to lodge themselves under cover^ 

At break of day, the besiegers perceived that 
many points, in which they had got possession, 
.were enfiladed by the batteries of the entrenched 
camp. It was, however, of so much importance 
to preserve them, that they maintained them^ 
Mlves there, in spite of the tremendous -fire to 
which they were exposed* They Joined these 
works, by a parallel, to those which had been 
taken by the Prince of Orange. 
. The actions, of which an account has just been 
l^ven, were very bloody. The French estimated 
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the loss of the Austrians at 2000 men^ and their 
own at scarcely the half of that number. There 
is reason to believe that it was precisely the :re- 
verse. 

The capture of the Suabian redoubt, and of die 
dyke/ deprived the French of a safe comniuni* 
cation between the right and the left wings of thi 
entrenched camp : but as this was very near (as 
has been already observed) to the fort of Kehl, 
it wa3 very much protected by its fire. This cir- 
cumstance forced the besiegers to suspend the 
attack on the two wing^ till they had established 
some batteries, which might batter two consider* . 
able works, raised behindxthe right of the centra 
break their palisades, and ailencd their artillery* 

These batteries were finished, and ready to 
{day, on the morning of the 6th ofi January. 
The Archduke had determiaed that ao assault 
should be made oa the above-mentioned works 
on the same day; but, fortunately, he was not 
obliged to have recourse to dus destructive mea* 
sure.: The French, seeing, that if they wen 
forced in this point, they should have no means 
of safety, but in crossing the Rhine on a dying 
bridge, did not think it prudent to remiin any 
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longer in this perilous situatibn. They tr^^^ 
cuated, therefore, all the works of the right widg 
IB the night of the itth. * 

This retreat having considerably diminished 
the enemy's front, the operations, from that time, 
beeame more direct and more ccmcentrated. 
The besiegers found Aemielveaso circumstanced, 
as to be able to play on the bridges ; and they 
constructed batteries ' to destroy them. The 
Archduke, impatient to terminate a sie|^ so 
tedious^ so expensive, and so fatiguing for the 
troops, was unwilling to lose a moment in taking 
from the French the entrenefaments which they 
were still in possession ot In the ni^t of the 
6th, he ordered the left wing of the entrenched 
camp to be stoi^ned. The Auatiriaas were com- 
pletely successful, ' and drove the French frcba 
Ihetr camp into the font ^Bot this happened at 
the laomeiit.when thevFrenchwere relieving their 
troopa on'settib©^ ' The gu^rd^ that were re* 
iteued aftid reltevifi^ imitod.oo Uie^acis of the 
totn^ ^ rkuisned to ^the charge against the 
ateistrisms r the co»bat^was .totremely obstmale. 
fl^bt^itljBtatuUng' thef ^favourable ^comsianee 
^dh4RUl.dotittted thqicifo'ces^ tfae.IVench yirere 
not able to recover their entrenched campy and 
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were forced to retreat into tbe covered way 
of tbe £ort Tke besiegers liastened to lodge 
tkemseives ia the \in>ria which tbey liad taken^ 
and joined idbcm by a paimllel to the head of ibe 
town of Kehl. 

The French faa?ing thus saccessirdy lost the 
ttinnerotts and formidable works whidi supfiorted 
the fort of Kehl, voM no longer hope to pre- 
serre it They were on the point of losing their 
cocnmunication with Strasburgh^ eitoept by boatib 
as their bridges could not fail of bung shortly 
destroyed by the batteries miaed against tfatei. 
They therefore came to « determbation to 
capitnlate. General I>esaix had a conference 
with the Archduke on tte 9fii| nad settled with 
him a capitatatioa ; in consequence of which, 
the iPrench abandoned the fort of Kehl tiie day 
following^ and withdrew, entirely, beyond th^ 
river^ takii^ with ibem their araid^ their baggag«;» 
sand artillery* 

Thus, after tbe trenches had been open asven 
weeks, the Imperialistt recofered possession^ 
of an important pos^ which had been taken 
firom diem in a few hours. Htstdry will certainly 
record thia siegv of, Kehl^ as one of the most 
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remarkable events of this war. The Freneb 
made a very briUiant defence, which did great 
honour to their engineer officers^ who, on 
this occasion, gave a fresh proof of their 
superiority, already known, over those of other 
nations. If one may be permitted to say, 
that the Austrians did not shciw so great talents 
for attack, as the Frjeoch did for defence it 
is but jast to recdiect the obstacliss, of every 
description, which they had to overcotnei and 
the immense works which they were obl^ed to 
make^ notwithstanding the frosty the snow, the 
fains, and the thaws* The constancy, and 
the determination, with which they supported 
the dangers, the fatigues, and the tediousness 
of the siege, are above all praise* The 
Archduke discovered, throughout^ that firm- 
ness,, that resohition, ,and military obstinacy, 
which almost always in the . end, ; procure 
success; and which so often gave it to the 
great Frederick. 
. vThis siege cost, on both sidees immense sums, 
and, what is more to be^ ri^retted, the lives 
of a vast :nomber of men. The loss of the 
Austrians has . generally beeii estimated at 
10,000 men; and this calculation, though 
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^aggerated, is not very far from^ the truth. 
This severe loss of men was the more felt by 
the Austriansy inasmuch as it fell principally 
on the flower of their infantry. The loss of 
the French was little less, and chiefly afiected 
also their best troops* Whatever importance 
they attached to the possession of the fort 
of Kehl, the bbstinacy, with which they 
defended it^ proceeded less from the hope of 
preserving it, than from that of weakening 
for the rest of the campaign, the victorious 
army of the Archduke, and of preventing tb^t 
Piince from undertaking any other enterprise 
beyond the Rhine, or from going to seek new 
triumphs in Italy. 

It was from the same motives^ and also to 
prevent the Austrians from uniting all their 
forces against Kehl,. that the French persisted 
in maintaining themselves in the tite deponty at 
Huningen : They had constructed it while their 
armies were still in Germany. It was supported 
and flanked by a considerable horn-work, raised 
on an island of the Rhine, called Shuster Insel. 
It was, besides, as well as this horn-work, 
protected by the fire of the fortress of Hum'ngen, 
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•nd by that of many batteries erected on the left 
bank of the Uhinet* 

After Moreau bad repassed the Rhine^ at the 
end of October, the Archduke left a body of 
troops to blockade the titede pout of Honingen* 
It was invested, early in NoTemher, by Prince 
Furstemberg, Mrho commancled the left wing 
of the Imperial army. That Prioee caused the 
necessary works to be raised to sa^port the 
investment, and mounted some batleriea oo 
the points which commanded the head 0t the 
bridge. As it was neiUier so well fortified, iK>r 
so sdvamageously situated as that of Kehlf it 
was not supposed that it woald make so long 
a resistance, and that the French would, for the 
sake of defending i<, expose the town of Hun* 
ingen 1?e destruction. Bowen^n whether they 
determi ned to engage on this point the attention 
of a part of the Austrian force, or whether the 
li^ter^ relying too mueh on the advantages they 
posjwsispd against this p)ace, ha4 not emplc^ed 

* It) 1733, the French alio caused the tiie de pont 
of Huniogeo to be fortified, in spite of the remon- 
s^ramies of tbeeenteq qf C^asle, and they liept posses*' 
siou of u dMniog the winter of ]^7S8-M> iMioagk tb«ir 
army had re-entered France, 
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5»fficieDt means to reduce it, its deienoe 
was protracted to a much longer Ume tbim 
bad been expected. 

The Austrians^ after having ih vain sauutooned 
the French to evacuate the t^te de pont^ be^n 
to cannonade and bombard it, as well as the 
Shasier Insel and the town of Huningen. From 
the commanding situation of their batteries, 
and the judicious direction of their fire,, they 
weM enabled to break the bridge which joios 
the two banks. This success insulating the tite 
de pont, made it liable to fall very ^ooo into the 
bands of the Austrians; but in spite of the 
continued fire of the latter, the French contrived 
ta repair the bridge, and re-establish the commu- 
ilication between the island, the town, and the 
tite de pont of Huningen* 

Prince Fu^stemberg, disappointed in the 
hope that the reduction of the plaee inutt 
follow the breaking of the bridge, determined to 
attempt to take it by force. On the 3Qth ^ 
November, he ordered an assault on the enemy^s 
entrenchtnents. His troops got possession of 
the half moon of the horn- work ; but the French 
having been reinforced, retook it,, after a 
bloody en^ement It cost the Aostrianfi 800 
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men, and not fewer to the French. They losl^ 
among others. General Abbatucci, to whom they 
owed the success of this day.* 

After this fruitless attempt, Prince Furstemberg 
Judging, with reason, that the fate of the tite 
de pont at Huningen depeiided on the issue 
of the siege of Kehl, and that the reduction 
of the latter place must draw after it that of 
the former, contented himself with cannonading 
and bombarding it. His batteries several times 
set fire to the town of Huningen, some . part 
of which was burnt, and which was abandoned 
by almost /all its inhabitants. In order, to 
destroy the work^ of the Austrians, and to 
interrupt their workmen, the French made many 
sorties, in which they had generally the disad- 
vantage. Some of the actions occasioned by 
these sorties, took pi we on the territory of 
Battle, ^whicH almost touched (if one may say so) 
the tSie de pont. From this vicinity, it was 
very difficult for the Imperialists or the French 

• This General, only twenty-six years of age, was, 
like Bonaparte, a Corsican by birth, and brought 
up in the artiJlery at the beginning of the Revqlu-r 
tion. He possessed, it is said, as much courage, 
and greater talents than Bonaparte. He has been 
less fortunate^ 
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to refrain, during an action, from seizing those 
advantages on the territory of Basle, which it 
might present to them; and it was not easy 
for the Swiss to prevent it. The French, already 
dissatisfied by the arming, of the Swiss in the 
canton of Schaffhausen during the retreat of 
Mweau, complained that they had suffered their 
territory to be violated by the Austrians. 
Barthelemy, the Envoy of the Republic made 
jome bitter representations on this subject^ to the 
Deputies of the cantons assembled at Basle. The 
latter, frightened by his menaces, hastened to 
pay attention to his complaints ; and broke two 
officers of Basle, who were accused of collusion 
with: the Imperialists, or at least with not having 
takea care that the neutrality of the Swiss 
territory should be respected. This severity 
scarcely satisfied the French, and disposed the 
Imperialists to complain in their turn. The 
Archduke and Prince Furstemberg ordered 
lively remonstrances to be made to the cantons, 
and formally called upon them to secure 
the inviolability of their territory. These re« 
spective* applications only produced the effect of 
throwing the cantras into great embarrassments, 
but did not prevent either of the parties from 
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entering the Swiss territory, whenever it was 
conyenient to them, with a view either tp attack 
or defence* 

The month of December passed withoot 
being marked by any thing important; tb«r 
Austrians contenting themselves with finishing 
their approaches regularly, without making any 
attack by force. Immediately afteir the redaction 
of Keht, the Archduke sent to Prince Furstem* 
berg the heavy artillery which lie bad made 
nse of at the siege of that place. Its arrival 
enabled the Prince to attack, with suficient 
vigour, the tite di pent and the works wfaicl) 
defended it The French, finding themselvos m . 
good deal straitened, and unable to make 
any long resbtance, determined to abandon the 
right bank of the Rhine, on which it waa no 
gnsat object to them to remain^ after tlie 
h\\ of KebL They capitulated on the Sd 
of February,, and on the 5th^ re^cfossed 
the Rhino winh their arms and ba^ggaga On 
the same day,^ the Anstriaas took possession of 
Ibe tHe de pont, as well a» of th4 Sfaostor 
Insel* it wM sfiecified in the eapitulatioqy 
that the inperidiirts should not fire on the town 
of Hmiiigei^, and that, on tb« oih<r hand^ th« 



Digitized 



by Google 



187 

French should not fire from the town on Jibe 
Austrian posts, opposite to it They agreed, 
in general, that things should be replaced, on the 
right bank of the Rhine, in the same condition * 
as they had been before the passage of that river 
by the French. 

The reduction of the tite de pont of Hun* 
ihgen» put an end to the campaign in Germany. 
It appears proper to close the recital of it 
with some reflections and general observations^ 
which may enaUe to form a judgment on 
Ibis campaign. This shall be the subject of the 
last chapter. 
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CHAPTER X^ 
The CMclumn. 

X HE plan adopted by the French^ in the cam* 
paign which has been described in the preceding 
chapters^ was in every respect similar to that, from 
which they had, two years before, reaped such im* 
portant success. This plan, which was practicable 
only with a great superiority of force, consisted, 
during each of these campaigns, in making the 
greatest efforts against the right and left wings 
of the enemy, with a view to outiank their 
centre, and to reduce them to the necessity of 
abandoning or of suffering it to be surrounded* 
As the French had, in the year 1794, employed 
the greater part of their forces upon the Sambre, 
and in West Flanders, to induce the Allies to 
quit tho centre, in which point they were strong, 
and to draw them to their wings, where they 
were weak; so having formed, in 179^, there- 
solution to invade Germany, they made no at* 
tempt fo attack in front, the towns of Manheim, 
and Mayence, but proceeded to effisct a passage^ 

• 
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over. the Rhine^ at a distance from those places; 
and, instead of consuming their time, and wast* 
ing their strength, in the siege of them, advanced 
rapidly into Suabia and Westphalia. They 
wisted to become masters of Ehrenbreitstein^ 
Mentz^ Manheim, and Philipsburgh, by the 
same method by which they had recovered, ia 
the year 17949 the towns of Valenciennes^ 
CoDd6, Landrecies, and Quesnoy, and to gain, 
by a single manceuvre, that which would in for« 
mer times have been the result of two or three 
successful campaigns. 

£very person, who may have taken the ^pains 
to compare the present war with those which 
have taken place for a century past, must have 
remarked, that the French have by no means 
confined themselves to the ancient course of 
military operations, and that they have added 
a system of tactics^ more vast in its object and 
its n^eans. The revplution, which has changed 
every thing among the French, has influenced 
the composition and the spirit of their armies^ 
as well as the conceptions of those persons, who 
have been charged with the direction of theou 
The result has been a new tnilitary system, 
formed on a ealculation of the relative state 
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of Europe and of France : a Bystem/ engendered 
by the spirit of conquest^ diverted solely to that 
end) and intended to make the superiority of 
numbers ultimately triumplmnt It would re* 
quire a separate treatise, to unfold completely 
this system^ and to shew in what respects it 
departs from those principles^ which have hither- 
to been looked upon as fundamentals in the 
theory of war,*^ The limits of . the present work 
only admit of pointing out the most striking ap-* 
plication, which the French have made of this 
system, by forbearing to undertake any siege^ and 
by venturing to leave fortified places at a great 
distance behind them. They foresaw, that by 
carrying the war to a distance from those towns^ 
they should, by force, detach their enemies from 
them, and judged, that if they could obtain, and 
ieep possession of the countries situated beyond 

* Some works, and, aipong others, that of Mr. de' 
Gaibert, on tactics, had already pomTed^out the m^odi* 
lication which it was requisite to make in thi^ medem' 
military 8y^m;.and the chaiiget that would resall 
from the actual formaition of the armies. The French 
have realized these in the present war, and have, be* 
sides, employed secondary means, before unknowBy 
such, for iitstancej aa. t^egraphs and ballodpft. TjieX 
have employed the latter with some effect, on various 
occasions, among others, at Maubeuge and at fleuruSf 
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these fortm.89eS| they would, in the end, fall into 
their bands perfectly undamaged, and wittuout 
banog cost them either blood or money* They 
proposed to acquire the fortified places^ by inak* 
ing themselves masters of the surrounding coun-* 
tries; as,^ formerly, these countries wiere secured 
by getting possession of the fortified places. 
Hiese had, hitherto, hein the means of conquest; 
they now meant to make them its result This 
method, by which the French acquired so great 
a number of fortified town&, in 1794, met not 
with the same success in 179^; but their failure 
did not arise fh>m the strong places which they 
left behind them ; and as these had not impeded 
the progress of Jourdan, neither were they the 
causes of his fifst disasters. If that General had 
been victorious at Amberg, or at Wurtzburg, the 
fortresses of Efarenbreitstein, MentE, Manbeim, 
and Philip^burgh,' would, no doubt, have ulti^ 
mately fallen, as Luxemburg did, in 1795. 

The elements of the Austrian army having an* 
dergone no alterations, and its distinctive quali* 
ties being the stability of forms, and the uni* 
fwmity of oi^ganintion, the regulators of it hav^ 
made no change in their theory, nor its Generals 
in their practice. By persistin^^ in these tw9 
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respectfl^ in their ancient military system, while 
their enemies adopted one more advantag^us^ 
tiiey^ no doubt, contributed much to the success^ 
of tiie French. One might be inclined even to 
look upon this as the principal cause of it, if that 
were not sufficiently discorded in the loose tex* 
tur6 of the coalition, in the treachery of some of 
its members, in the weakness of the Germanic 
confederation,* in the Emperor's pecuniary em- 
barrassments, and in the obstacles and disadvan- 
tages of every kind, against which he has been 
constantly obliged . to struggle. These ^consider- 
atioQs lead us rather to praise than to depreciate 
the Austrian army ; and when we reflect that it 
was the first, and that it is now the last to bewr 
the weight of this war, when we recall to our re- 
collection all that it has lost in men, and in ter- 

* The simple contingent of the Empire was fixed, 
in 1681, at 40,000 men. Conformably to the decrees 
given by the diet of Ratisbon, daring this war, all the 
members of the Germanic confederation ought to have 
foraished a qaintupie contingent, which woald have 
raisied the army of the Empire to £00,000 men. It has, 
however, never amounted to 60,000 ; the majority of 
the Princes and States having preferred paying their 
quota in mon^y. The treaties of neutrality, condoded 
by the most powerful members of the Empire, have 
reduced its army to a small force. It is not at this 
moment l£,000 men strong. - 
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jitorjf we are induced to admire its peraeverance»; 
md:lo be satisfied that without its solid compo-. 
.^tion and unshaken constancy, the whole conti* 
iient of Europe, perhaps, might by this time have 
been compelled to submit to the arms, or the 
principles of the French., It must be at least ad*-^ 
mitted, that the Austrian army is the strongest 
barrier which has been opposed to the torrent of 
the Republican troops, and that it has alone 
rescued Germany, during the year I796. 

Ko person has contributed more to the ealva- 
tioa of that vast country ; no person has stronger 
claims to the gratitude of its inhabitants^ and to 
the. admiration of posterity, than the Archduke 
Charles. Obliged, for a long time, to struggle 
with ian inferior force against an enemy, brave^ 
ably conducted, and emboldened with victory^ 
be has been deficient in noone of those qualities, 
wfaichthe exigence of his situation and circum* 
stances peculiarly demanded. He has shewn 
himself courageous, skilful, patient : he has frus- 
trated the hopes of France, and surpassed those 
trf Germany;: 

This Prince found himself, at the opening of 
the cainpaign, at the head of a formidable army» 

VOL. I. o 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



tbougk one leas numerous than that of his 
enemies. He might then flatter himself that, he 
should make amends for this inequality oCmeanSy' 
1^ a superiority of talents and activity. He had 
then, no doubt, formed some projects for thead^ 
vancement of bis brother^s interest^ and the pro««, 
motion of his own glory. At the moment when 
he was on the point of puitting them into es^ecQ" 
tion, 30,000 of his best troops were taken from 
him, and sent into Italy. ' . 

The Archduke made no complaint o€^e 
great redaction, which his army, by this meaiis, 
c:xperieaced; and still less4iid he think o£ ew* 
deaYOuring to prevent the measure by his credit, 
and his natural influence with the Empat>c» 
Finding himself incapable of undertaking any 
ofiSsnsive enierprize, and reduced to the necessity 
even of a defensive system, e&treinely difficuU 
to maintaiui this young Prince shewed nertber 
disgtt&t nor despondency. He exerted himself 
to compensate, the loss of thq«e troops which 
had been taken fron^ him, by mftkiog the best 
use of those which remained with him. Ho 
went to seek for victory on the banks of the 
I^ahn and the Sieg; and when an imvasiony tfafi 
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^aecess of which the French had hoped for, 
only by effecting it at a distance from that 
Prince, opened to them Germany, and allowed 
them to display in that country their numerous 
battalions, the Archduke ceased not for an 
instant to oppose to them a firm and methodi- 
cal resistance. He always could discern when 
it was proper to engage or avoid an action, and 
distinguish those posts of which it was expedient 
to dispute every inch with obstinacy, from those 
whose importance would not have repaid the 
value of his soldiers' blood. He effected his 
retreat, losing as little ground, and gaining as - 
much time, as possible. 

As soon as his approach to the bereditaiy 
dominions had sufficiently increased his force, 
and in the same proportion diminished that of 
the French, he then began to entertain the con- 
fident hope of delivering Germany; he then 
executed, with resolution, plans formed with 
wisdom. He displayed against Jourdan the 
courage and enterprizing spirit of his character, 
whioh bad been long fettered by a defensive 
eastern. He defeated that General, pursued 
him^ without respite, outstripped him by his 

o S 
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celerity^ circamvented him by his manoeuvres, 
and compelled him to fly beyond the Rhine. 

Having accomplished the defeat of one of the 
Bepublican armies, he hastened to direct ag^nst 
the other his fortune and his talents. He fixed 
the former, and gave new splendour to the latter. 
He baffled, by superior ability, the General 
opposed to him, rendered useless the courage of 
his soldiers, and relieved Germany from their 
presence. In two months, the Archduke passed 
from the frontiers of Bohemia, to the walls of 
Dusseldorf, from that town to Basle, and from 
Basle to OfTemburg, always fighting and always 
victorious. Not satisfied with being so by 
Inilves, he resolved that the end of the cam- 
paign should afford a complete reparation for 
the disasters of its commencement, and allowed 
no respite to his enemies, till he had wrested 
from them the only remains of their first tri- 
umphs. Scarce had he accomplished this, when, 
instead of indulging a well merited repose, he 
listened only to the interests of his country; 
and not hesitating to change, the command of a 
victorious army, for that of another, which kiiew 
nothing of war but defeats, he flew to meet new 
dangers in Italy. 
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The Archduke, no doubt, as well as every other 
Prince, who at his time of life has bad the com* 
mand of large armies, has of course listened to 
the counsek of experience. It is well known 
that he has profited by those of Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral Bellegarde,* and of the Colonel of the 
staff Schmidt To the talents of these two 
officers, we most readily pay due homage. They 
are, no doubt, worthy^ of that confidence, which 
the Emperor and the Archduke have reposed in 
them. They deserve praise for having made so 
good an use of that confidence, and are entitled 
to the grateful acknowledgements of Germany. 
They have probably contributed much to the 
Archduke's success, and by their experience 
have supplied his deficiency in that respect 
Btft the qualities which that Prince may most 
justly claim as personally his own, are, his great 
courage^ equalled only by his modesty ; his cool- 
ness, and quickness of perception in the heat of 

* This General^ a Savoyard by birth, and, the author 
believes, the youngest Lieu tenant-General in the Aus- 
trian army, has never ceased to distinguish himself 
during the whole course of this war. He has constant- 
ly enjoyed the confidence of the Emperor, and will 
one day probably be at the head of his army. 
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battle ; that energy which makes him forget the 
weakness of his constitution, and support the 
greatest fatigues; and, finally, that impartial jus-* 
tice, with which he rewards with one hand, and 
punishes with ttie other. He has. found the 
means to give to his Generals, and to the oifi« 
eers of his army, an activity before unknown 
to tbem^ and to which may be attributed the 
latter successes of the. Austrian army. He has 
reanimated discipline, not by increasing its seve- 
rity, but by inspiring every one with the love 
of their duty, the desire of praise^ and the 
fear of reprehension.* He has found the means 
of compelling the Generals of his army to 

* A single trait will enable the reader to form a judg- 
ment of the manner in which tbe Archduke commands, 
and is obeyed. At the affair of the 24th of OctobeTi 
that Prince gave orders to the Major of the light horse 
of Modena, to attack a redoubt situated amongst some 
vines. That officer charged tbe French who defended 
it, but the ground being extremely disadvantageous fot 
cavalry, he was repulsed and obliged to fall back. The 
^rchduke came up in the interim, and seeing what 
passed, said to tbe Major, " Sir, you have misunder- 
stood me; I gave you orders to take the redoubt.'' The 
officer felt the full .weight of these words, and returneil 
to the charge with all the force given by despair. Hf 
was killed, but the redoubt was taken. 
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tUtYf «ore seal - and more obedietiee in Me« 
eiAng Mr. de Bellegarde's^ plans, than the £iii- 
|>erer wai^ able to obtain from them, in 17d4, 
in fdroar of the celebrated General Mack. 
He knew how to raise his authority ai>ove 
the abuses, the pretensiote, and the intrigues^ 
Which besiege the head quarters of an army, nb 
\e^ than a cour^ and to force every particular 
interest to act in unison with the interest of the 
whole. Th^se are the qualities and the facts 
which characterize the Archduke Charles, and 
of which history will not be nmmndfoL The 
conduct of this Prince, at once prudent and 
Uplendid, has, beycmd contradiction, had a greater 
ityflcientoe than any other circumstance on thtf 
is^e of this camfpaign. 

That issue replaced the opposed alrmie^ in 
nearly the same position, which they, occupied 
before the rupture of the armistice. The slight 
i:hangea which resulted finally from the cam- 
paign, wer^ in favour of the Prench* They 
acquired iet tite de pont at NeiTwied, as well 
as a part of the Palatinate, and of the liunds- 
tttck» In the course of this work^ it has been 
pointed out how little military importance thes6 
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latter coaatrieft possess. Tbe acqinsititti of the 
tite de pont at Neuwied was a more sab* 
stantial advaQtage^ but considerably diminisbed 
by tbe viciaity of the fortress . of Ebreobreit-* 
stein.* 

It is evident, that few campaigns have pro* 
diiqed a more insignificant result than that of 
179^'^ at least as far as respects the gain or loss 
4Qif territory; while perhaps there have been none, 
which in the beginning seemed likely to produce 
a more important one. However, though it has 
not been remarkable for great battles, and has 
prodciced no decisive altearation in the situation 
of the Belligerent Powers, it will not the less 
occupy the page of history. The interest which 
it will inspire, will arise less from the conse- 
4}iueoces by. whi|ch it was actually followed, 
.than from those which there was at one time 

* This fortress is built on a perpendicular rock, at 
the foot of which runs the Rhine^ and opposite to 
which the Moselle falls into that river. It cquiidaihIs 
entixelj the town and environ? of Coblentz. It unites 
to all the advantages of its situation, the impossibility 
of b^irig attacked, except on a very narrow fronts and 
the capability of being defended by a small garrison. 
This fortress, one of the best existing, belongs to the 
Elector of Treves. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



xe$LMn to apprehend. The Archduke iritt be 
praised less, for what he did, than for what he 
hindered the French from doing ; and not so 
much for what he gained, as for what he pre* 
served. The movements of the adverse armies 
during this campaign will furnish useful lessons 
to the soldier, and a copious fund of reflection 
to the statesman. 

In reflecting on the trifling alteration pro- 
4aced in the relative situation of the French 
and Austrians, by four months' battles and rnili* 
lary vicissitudes, it is impossible not to feel a 
lively regret that so many thousand men should 
have been sacrificed to the acquisition of some 
entrenchments, and of some square leagues of 
territory. It is easier to deplore the fate of 
{these victims of war, than to determine their 
^number with precision. The researches and 
calculations which have been made, nevertheless^ 
permit a probable estimate on this point, to be 
offered. There is good reason to. believe, that 
the loss of the Austrians in this campaign in 
Germany, has been betiveen 25,000 and SO^Qpp 
men, and that of the French about 40,000. 
The disasters experienced by Jourdan^ have been 
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tb? principal cause why the loss of tbelatKr has 
io fAt exceeded that of the former. It was, otfaet- 
wise, during the rest of the campaign, on e«ch 
side nearly balanced. 

The French, as it has be^i observed in the 
beginning of this work, had a doable object in 
fte invasion of Germany. The first was to pene- 
trate to the heart of the Emperor's domiuionsy^ 
Md the second to maintain their ttrmy at the 
expend of that Prince, and of the diflfereM 
states 6f the Empire. Tbey failed in the first of 
these objects, but codipletely accomfdiBfaed the 
second, durltig the four months, i^^hich tbey 
fiassed beyond the Rhine. They reaped great 
advantages from the dread, v^hicb their succesa^ 
ttnd their political designs had dif!iised through 
all the states and conrts of the second order in 
Crermany. The greatest part of these hastened 
•^ith eagerness to parcbas^e, at a high price, the 
perihission of being no longer enemies of the 
IVench. The latter drew intoiense sums from 
Ihe crmisti^es which they granted, tfs welt as 
^fitmi the contributions which they imposed on 

* The armies of Joiirdan and Morea% bad opoa 
their colours, *' Vienna or Death * 
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the hostile countriei^ Their rapid expulsion^ 
from Germany prevented them from being 
paid the whole of what was due, but a very/ 
great part they actually received; and during' 

T 

fp^r n^onthsi the armies of Jourdan and Moreau 
CQfit nothing to the French Republic. 

But, as much as the latter gained in mon^y^ 
2^id in military stores, in Germany, she lost in 
her influence and ascendant over the minds of 
the inhabitants. A great number of these, and 
principally in the Imperial towns, had been the 
dupes of those professions of political and mora} 
&ith, which the French had diffused througl^ 
Europe* Seduced by these philosophical ab« 
^tractions, strangers could not be brought to 
believe, that their practical result was not 
equally admirable. They were still under this 
infatuation, when the French themselves went 
tio longer possessed with it The former wer« 
iniposed on by a brilliant theory; the latter 
had been undeceived by a cruel experience* 
The first viewed the revolution through a 
4istant perspective, which occasioned its delects 
tq vanish ; the second had see^ it close, in . all 
its natural deformity. Like the fabulous lauc^ 
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which healed the wouDds it had inflicted, the 
French were destined to cure those evils which 
themselves had caused. Their actions could 
not fail to destroy the effect of their writings ; 
and it required only to know them, to be no 
longer tempted to an imitation of their system. 
The inhabitants of the Netherlands, and of 
Holland, had already owed their conversion to 
the presence of the French. It produced the 
jame effect in Germany. Their military mani- 
festo proclaimed war to the casttCy and peace 
to the cottage ; — it was only in the first point 
that they kept their word. They had prombed 
the greatest respect for property; — ^and they 
sported with its rights. They had announced 
that happiness and liberty would follow their 
footsteps ;-r-and wherever they were directed, 
they were marked by every excess of military 
despotism. This trial was not thrown away 
on the good sense of Germany; and the na- 
tional habits soon prevailed over the French 
metaphysics. The philosophers, and literary 
men of Germany, began to compare more 
closely the principles with their consequences; 
and as to the people, they abandoned them* 
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selves at once to the sentiment naturally arising 
from their new situation. Their resentment 
broke out, and was exercised^ as soon as they 
had opportunity and power. The vengeance, 
t6 which the inhabitants of Westphalia, Fran* 
conia, and Suabia, gave themselves up against 
the French, and the terrible reprisals of the 
latter, have made these to be more ieind more 
detested in the countries they have conquered,- 
It may be reasonably believed, that were they 
again to attempt to penetrate them, they would 
find an enemy in every inhabitant. 

All that the French have lost in Germany^ 
upoU' the score of opinion, the Austrians have 
gained If they had at first met with disaster^ 
they speedily repaired them by brilliant sue- 
cess. If they traversed Germany by a retro- 
grade march, they have since over-run it aft 
conquerors; and it is always the last victory 
which reckons with the people : it is that which 
leaves the prevailing sentiment 

The Archduke Charles has personally ac- 
quired a great weight of opinion in Germany* 
He has been the deliverer of that country; 
he is become its idol. One half of its in- 
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babitftnts have been witness to bis exploits: 
they have attached themselves to his person, 
from admiration ; and to his cause, from the 
sacrifices whidh they have themselves made 
for it These dispositions, and these senti* 
ments will, one day, perhaps be useful to the 
house of Austria. 



End of the Campaign of 1796 in Germaaiy. 
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CAMPAIGN 

OF 

1796 

IN 

ITALY. 

CHAPTER I. 

Fwct and position of ike Allies and of the 
French in Italy— Opening of the cafnpaign — 
Battles of Montenotte^ Montelesino^ Dego^ 
tmd Vico — Itetreat of the Allies — Armistice 
concMed bettMen the King of Sardinia and 
the French Republic — Observations on these 
events, 

Jo liOM the begirmnig of the year 179^1 it w^ 
well knowD to persons best informed on the sub^^ 
jecty that the French had determined to make 
very great military efforts in Italy. It had been 
easy to foresee this from the end of the pre« 
ceding year, since they were unwilling to extend 
to the armies of Italy, the truce which had been 
agreed upon, in Germany, at the close of that 
VOL. u F ■ 
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year, between the* imperial and Republican 
armies. 

Many political and military considerations 
concurred, to determine the French Government 
to push the war in Italy, with more vigour than 
it had been done thf preceding years. The ex- 
ample of the Court of Spain, which had been 
hastily induced to make peace by the invasion 
of its territory and the loss of two or three 
strong places, gave the Directory, reason to bope» 
that the same consequences migb^ result from 
the axloption of the same plan, i^gEiin^t the King 
of Sardinia. They flattered ^ tbfmselves, that 
by threatening the foi:tre9ses of Pjiedmont, ^d 
igttackiqg, on aU sides, at the saine time> the ter 
ritories of this prince, they would so far alarm 
him, that the apprehension of losing his crown, 
would determine him to detach himself from the 
coalition. , 

To these motives^ were joined others of no 
le;ss importance ; — to carry the war into the states 
of the, Emperor himself— to destroy his prepon^ 
derance jn Italy— to shut. up jti^ ports against 
thc^ Etiglish^— and, above all, to £nd in k rich and 
fertile country^ money, subsjsteqQ^iandi;e60urce3 
of every description. .^ . _ 
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To earr J these designs into execution with the 
better chance of success/ the French Govenw 
ment contrived to disguise them, and in so doings 
had the good ibrtune to elude the vigilaiide^of 
its enemies. Well atoured, l&at snows and the 
nature of the c<Hintry would prevent the Aus- 
trians and Piedmontese from attempting an^ 
offensive operation^ during the winter, it Was in 
no htirry to reinforae tttei French army, in Italjf; 
and to repair the losses whieh^ it tiad *u8taine<| 
in the campaign of 1795. It evea went liirtbei*^ 
the want of pay, and of subsistence, having 
caused considerable discontents among the na^ 
tional volunteers; the French Generab, finding 
that they could neither restore subordinatioii 
amongst them, nor pay them, gave permission to 
IkU who wished it to depart, even winked at th« 
absence •of those who quitted their colours witir 
out leave, and thus suiFened many thousands' of 
their worst soldiers to return into France. The 
fVench government did not take any great, pains, 
ih the first instance, to restore onier anddisci* 
pline iflto the army of Italy. Its weakness^ and 
Mate of disorganization, were known to the 
Allies; and they vi^ere, therefore, led lo conclude^ 
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tbftt uit. would oQt he qecessltry to oppoae ngwtist 
it itny ;Codaid^r4ble force, in the eosmi^ omnH 

P*igtt *.. ,.: ... .•,!-. .:•..-, J :«.. . 

t D4riitig,tbe months* hoivev^r^ iQf Jaauary^ anji 
F^bwwy^.tbe. Din^tory, under preten<5p<^f apr 
pearing,- or of preventing dirtvirbaapes^ ip the 
^PHth.of Frenqe, c»ii^d abaut 49^000 of ibek 
l)iea$ troops tO; Assemble to. the proyinqes of L9li: 
gM«4D(;i.RpH3$)lloOt andProv^ence. The greater 
part c^' tbem^ Mv^g. made the campaigns in 
Spaito/bad become Apcustomed to a h^M climate, 
and It ei:e., therefore .enabled jto i resist* that of 
Italy# :. During tbe.:m<mtb of Atpril, almost the 
vhfOle.pf 4i»e($e:tt;o(\p$ wrived,; hyiorced marches^ 
iutiieJberrltories.of Genoa^ and soon after. the 
opening: of the, campaign, Bon^p^rte found him- 
telf :at ll^ ihead.of an army of more than 60^000 
H9tetV of ;wbich 45,000 were under. hi^ immediate 
Pr4w^ i« the^ position. of Sa^'ona; the, rest iwere 
pasted ^the CqI deTeqd^ and inthediffeieni 
oth^rRa^Sfifrges, which lead from the Rivieru di 
F^^mtf to Piedf^ipnt. It may be reciplleeited, 
that :at . tiie, .jend. of < 1 705, the able Aastrian 
fi«*ne?al:yiii$,:hj^ving bej^n objligedi on accpujat 
otbjMi^ l^eidth, to^give up the command of the 
army to the unskilful p^neral d'Argenteau, the 
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Frenich, commanded by Scherer, possessed them* 
Mlves of all the sumrhits of the Maritime Alps^ 
from the Gol de Teiide to the sources of the 
JBormida;; they even ocoapied^ and ibrtified the 
Jbieads of several vallies, lying towards Piedmont; 
;aiid^ among others, the poiQt df Monienott^ 
srhicb was so mucb the more important, as it 
JDommanded tlieonly passable road in that chain 
of mountains : Mr. de Vins had caused it to b^ 
constructed in 1795, in order to fkcilitate the 
communication between Acqui and Savon*. ' 

The cabiilet of Vienna, 'desirous 'of repairing 
the checks experienced by itk army 6f Italy^ in 
the end of n&Sf had augmented it, but not so 
much as was to have been wished, and eirenaiy 
it bad. itself engaged to do. It bad promised to 
the Kiiig Of Sai^dinia, who, on this ^endftioni 
bad refused, during the winter, very advantageous 
|[>ropo6als of peace, if he jvould remjBiin neutral^ 
and the gift of the Milanese, if he would join 
bitDself to the French, to have in the spring of 
1796, 60,000 men in Italy. The same promises 
Imd been made. to General Beaulieu, who was 
sent to take the command of the army. He left 
Vie^Kia with the hope of findings or of recdvihg 
iaa sboft time^ ^Utbat had been held fortb to 
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discontent of : the Coitrt of Turin, when, in place 
dl 60^000 men, he saw himself obliged to begin 
the oaisipftigni with, at most, the half of that 
number^ ;inleluding even a corps of about 
50Q0 NeapToHtanf^' when be found that General 
(fA^eateaUy who by bis rank commanded the 
fightof the army, wto not, as had been engaged 
ta kim^ recalled* 

The. King' of J Sardinia had about 60,000 men 
in arjm> including* his militia: SO, 000, com* 
manded by General CoUi^ defended the Col de 
Teode^.iiid die:odier eflproaches of Piedmont^ 
an ^ihe aide <6f the ooiinty of Nice, and of the 
rtate^of Genoa: 10,(X)0 guarded the diflferent 
wlliesi which separated Piedmont from France: 
ISfiQOt eominaoded by the Duke d'Aoust, were, 
in Savoy^ .where they were oppoted to the 
French army of the A)ps» commandied by Genera) 
Kellerman, and 23>00O men strong. The rest 
h£ the Sardinian troops were divided among the 
places of the interion 1 
< On reviewing' these different estimates, it 
appears, that the French began the campaign 
with «85,O00 meq, and the Allies with 75,000. 

Hostilities'began earlyin April. The Freiiob 
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at first threateqed many poiott at the same tuB^ 
thflkt the Allies might be doubtful agaimt whicli 
they really meant to direct their attack^ and 
^at, consequecitlyi they might be obliged to 
ditide their forces. They made many feints 
along the whole extent of the Coi de Tended 
which obliged the Piedmpntese to extend dieir 
line of defence, that they might be enabled 
to secure all the passes that lead into 
PJei^ont The French spread a report that 
they meant to get possession of Genoa; and 
contrived ta. give a colour to it, by advancing 
to Voltri, a corps of 10,000 or 1S,Q00 men, 
commanded by General Laharpe, who pushed 
forward his advanced guard to St Pierre d'Arena, 
a suburb of Genoa. 

The mcMaaent that intelligence arrived of tUa 
movement, Mr« de Beaulieu set out from 
Alexandifia, in the neighbourhood of which 
be had assmhbled his army, moved rapidly 
to Novi, took poit in the front of the 
defile of Bodietta,* i^nd caused a strong 

* The Bbchetta is a chain of mountains, over whieb^ 
fermitig ttiafny t^inditigs, ^a^ses the great road firom 
Lombardy td^'G^noa. On the top of the highest of 
these mountains, the road contracU itself so mudi| that 
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detachment to advance to the gates of Genoa, 
to cover that city, and to keep General Laharpe 
in awe. 

The Chiefs of the Genoese governtneniy 
finding their country pressed by two powerfnl 
frmies^ without means of making their 
neutrality respected, receiving messages from 
either party, sometimes witli assurance of pro* 
tection, sometimes with menaces, found them* 
selves in a very embarrasmng situation. They 
could not prevcint the territory of the Republic 
from becoming the theatre of war, aiid from 
providing the opposing armjes with means 
Of subsistence. Perfectly aware, that, at all 
events, they must be at the mwcy either of 
the French or the Austrians, they endeavoured 
to keep on good terms with both. . They 
strove to preserve, as far as it was possible^ 
the independence of the Republic. . They did 
every thing that depended on tfaemsdves to 
maintain it ;*^collected their troops--K>rdered 
the militia within the walls-r^-^nd supplied with 

scarcely three persons cap pass abreast. , It is, properly 
speakibg, this pass which is koowa under the name 
of Bochetta.: It is the key to the territories of the 
Genoese: B^ablic* 
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artillery, the £tartifications of their city, which 
!tiBui only be defended, and, of course, be 
properiy besieged, but by a very considerable 
ibrce.* The magistrates, however, tiioaghtless 
of deftiading it against foreign armies, than 
of .preventing an insurrection of its inhabit 
tants, the Ipwer class of which was as , much 
attached to the French, as the higher order 
were to the Allies* . 

J General Bcaulieu, having in vain waited 
for the reinforcements and officers of the 
staff, which he had demanded ; perceiving that 
^ Frenph army was daily becoming more 
formidable, and was threatening Genoa; and 
convinced that a feeble defensive would expose 
him to certain ruin; resolved^ with his accus- 
tomed boldness, to attack the French vigorously 
himself whose measures he did not think were 

* The city of Genoa is ten miles io circamference* 
The regular troops of the Republic do not exceed 
5000 men, but it can, if necessary, assemble 30,000 
militia. It had as many as 18^000 on foot in the last wat 
In which it was engaged, This town was bombarded^ in 
.1746, by an English fleet, and taken by the ImperiaTistSj 
who had forced the passage of Bochetta. It will, no 
doubty be recollected in what qiamier it ddirered itself 
from the latter. 
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yet folly trnnged* In fact, the g^atar part 
of their artillery, whicfa they were unaUe 
to tranqxirt by htnd to Savona, had been for 
some time blockaded in NicCi by a Kght 
En^ish squadron; but, most anlbrtanately^ 
this squadron, either forced by the winds, or 
having some suppiosed object of superior utility 
ID view, left its station at this critical moment^ 
and in two days after, the whole artillery and 
ba^ge of the French army arrived at Savona 
and at Vado. 

. The* plan which General Beaolien had ibrmed, 
and wliich would have been completely succos- 
fill, if he had had a greater force at his disposal, 
was a& fdlows : 

General Colli, who, at the head of the 
Piedmontese army, formed the right of the 
line held by the Allies, was to make a strong 
diversion, by the sources' of the Tanaro, and 
the valley of Oneglia, and, in case he should 
jBnd the French weak upon these points, to push 
them vigorously, and to cut in two their army. 
Th^ Austrian General Provera, posted with 
J20C0 men upon a rugged mountain, the base 
of which forms a peninsula, washed by the 
JSosmida, flanked^ at the same time, thk lejfit 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



n9 

of flie Piedmontes^ and the right of the 
AustiilinS) and was, acooMing to circmnstance^ 
to support or rekifimre edther^ Use one or thfe 
other. Greneral d'Argenteau, with about 15,000 
nien, reinforced by 4000 Piedmontese^ picked 
meik, was to attack the French by dte valley 
of Bormida, and to endeavour to penetrid* 
dhnectly to Savona, by the road constructed 
by Mr. de Yins* General Beaulieu, widi 
tfafe rest of the troops, was to repair to Genoa, 
by the Bochetta, and to take the French in 
flaafcy in the Kiviera di Ponente. Thus the 
hitter were to be attaicked upon the whole line 
of 'the Maritioie Alps^ fpom the Col de Tende 
to Gehoa. — ^These dispositions were good in 
themselvei^ but the corps which were to carry 
them into effect, were too weak, and too far 
separated from each other.* 

Note fo the second Edition. 

.,* It may be seen thai this plan was^ in. its leading 
features, absolutely die same with that which Genend 
M^elas executed with so much success, in the beginniug 
of the Camt^aign of ISOa The attack which he mad^ 
and by which he cut in two the French army, was 
Exactly the same with that which Mr. d*Argenteau wai 
diargdd to tniike.' Mir/ de^ Bmiiltet] had, besides, tb« 
advantagie 4$f bdng masfigi^ of 'Geaoi^ whidh Was not 
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On the 10th of April, the day fixed for 
the eoaunencemeat of the operations, Mr. de 
BeauUeu attacked General Cervoni, who was 
INisted at St. Pierre d' Arena, and drove, him 
firom that place. On the next day, he again 
forced him to give ground, and repulsed faim 
as fur as Voltri. 

It was less upon this attack, than upon 
that which was to be made by Mr. d'Argenteau, 
that the result of the combined operatioiis 
depended. The entrenched position of the 
French^ which he was charged with Sorang, 
consisted of three ^eat redoubts, raised at 
set distances one above the other, . the last 
of which was at Montehotte, a place become 
so &mous unce that day which gave Italy 
to the French. 

On the 11th, Mr. d'Argenteau attacked and 
carried the two first of these redoubts ; but not 
till they had been defended so vigorously and so 
lofig, that this General did hot arrive till very late 
before the third, which was the strongest of idl. 
The «nemy having been reinforced either by the 

ihe ca^ with. Mr* de JM^laB. If the former did not^ 
succeed, it was because ; be ba4. too kw m^, and. 
h€<?ai]^e. he bad General d'Argenteaa too OHich. ., 
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troops which had beeta drivea £rom the two'firsV 
why others which had arrived from Savbna; and 
thqte of the Austriao General being extremely 
fatigaed, he delayed till the following day the 
attack of this redoabt^ and having taken a 
po^itkm a little farther batk, he passed the night 
at. a si&all distance from the Freoch* 

General Rttrnpon^ to whom the defence of 
the. post of Montendtte was entrusted, having 
rraeiyed new reinforcements daring the nighty 
dispersed some troops, in the woods which 
border the only rpad by which it was pos»ble 
to reach the redoubt At break of day, Mr. 
d'ArfS^uteau marched to th^ attack, and' impru- 
dently advanced mithout having caused the 
woods to be reconnoitred; Scarcely had: his 
advanced guard arrived before the redouble 
When it was assailed on its ^anks by a fire of 
musquetry, aAd ih its froat by so warm a fire 
of grape-shot, that it was speedily obliged t6 
faU back. Being followed closely by the French^ 
it was put to the rout, and soon communicated 
its terror and disorder to the rest of the corps 
of Mr. d'Argenteau, which pc^ipitately retreati^ 
ed. Fearing that he would no longer be in: a 
iiuiation to make a stand against the French, he 
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sent to Colonel Wuckassowich, who was some 
kagues from hiiOi with a corps of from 300O 
to 4000 men, an order to join him, but be had 
the astonishing inadvertence to mistake the date^ 
and to fix a day later than that which he intended. 
In the mean time, Bonaparte, after having re* 
inforced his righ^ and ordered General Labarpe 
to advance between GenerAls Beaolieu and d'Ar* 
genteaU) and to turn the left of the latter^ had 
marched forward in two columns, the one by the 
valley of Tanaro, and the other by the heights 
of Savona, in order to turn the right of the same 
Austrian General, and in order to separate him 
also from General Colli* The latter, fearing to 
be cut off, and wishing to preserve his commu« 
nication with the Imperialists, after a good de^ 
fence, fell back. Bonaparte, having thus de-* 
prived Mr. d'Argenteau of the co-op^ation of 
the PiedmonteseOeoeral, rapidly advanced upon 
his right flank, which be turned, while General 
Laharpe executed the same inanoeavre on his 
left. The advantage remained on all points itittt 
the French, who, however, purchased it dearly.' 
In the official report, they 'made the loss of the 
Allies amount to 5500 men, of whom' 2500 
were prisoner^. ,• .• -- - 
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After this victory, the. French adtanced in the 
moNintains, took possession of Carcare, and' 
. went to eMablish themselves on the heights which 
surround Cairo, which the Austrians had aban- 
doned. Mr. de Beanlieu, perceiving that the 
French had carried dieir principal forces against 
tlie centre and right of his line, fell back ob- 
liquely, fay his rt^t, in order to effect his junction 
with General d'Argenteao, and to draw nearer to 
Ae Piedmontese* 

The French, who did not wish to give tfie 
Allies time to recruit their forces, vigorously 
pushed their advantages. Their left advanced 
rapidly by the Tanaro, constantly placed itself 
betwem the Piedmontese and the Austrians, and 
OQtflanked the right of the latter. The centre 
and the right, at the same time^ continued to 
po^ forward on tiie IStb, and, on the 14th, 
ibrted the Austrians to risk a general engagemeht 
at Mooidesino. Bonaparte followed the same 
plan, and executed the same manoeuvre, which 
kui succeeded so well at Montei;iotce. He di- 
rected the greater part of his forced agaimt thd 
rii^t wing of the Austrians, so -as to separate it 
from the Piedmontese, with whom it had a 
feeble communication. This disposition met 
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with the greatest success. The left of the Pied- 
mootese, and the right of the Austrians, sdll 
cotnmanded by Mr. d'Argenteau, were forced 
and put to flight The centre of the Austrians 
had then to sustain the attack of almost the 
whole French army. It defended itself with 
the greatest braveiy; attempted even several 
times to pierce through the centre of the Frendi 
Mnty and for a long time kept the victory unde- 
cided- Bonaparte, fearing that it might escape 
him, made new dispositions to secure it; he Ire- 
inforced the right of his army, and ordered it to 
advance in three strong columns against the left 
wing of the Austrians, which was sustained by 
some entrenchments thrown up near Dego. 

This left, wing opposed a vigorous resisbtnM 
to the French; and the fire from, the batteries 
made a considerable carnage amongst them* 
One of their columns, however, led by Geaeralt 
Massena, succ^ded in outflanking the.teft wing 
of the Austrians; the latter, pressed on all sides 
by more than double their number, were at length' 
overpowered and routed. 

In the meaatime, and after tbe night bad al- 
ready come, on. Colonel WuckasSowiichi who, as 
haSf been explained, nrrived a day too late^imet 
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the body of the army of M. d'Argenteau, whicb 
was flying in confasiooi and which was vigorously 
pursued by the French, whom the fighting, the 
heat, and the difficulties of the country, had also 
thrown into disorder. The Austrian Colonel, 
defiling, in good order, by a lateral valley, 
charged them with vigour, put them to the rou^ 
pursued them, in his turn, for several hours, sbid 
retook Dego. This fortunate incident might 
have changed the event of the action in fiivour 
of the Imperialists, if M. d'Argenteau had, in 
his turn, come in support of this division. But, 
so far was he from joining this, that he did not 
rally a single battalion, but continued his retreat; 
The brave and able Colonel Wuckassowich, at« 
tacked, in his turn, by superior forces, was, 
notwithstanding an obstinate resistance, which 
cost the enemy a great number of men, and, 
among others, the three Generals Causse, Du- 
puis, and Rondeau, obliged to yield to numben^ 
and could not make his retreat, till after sustain- 
ing considerable Ipss. He went to rejoin, at 
Acqui, the remainder of the Austrian troops, 
which M* de Beaulieu there reunited under hi$ 
command. If credit can be given to the returns 
VOL. Xi a 
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hiade by Bonaparte, the Allies must have lost 
m this batde, 2500 men killed, 8000 made pri* 
aonera, 22 pieces of cannon, and 15 stands of 
colours. Ainong the prisonersi was Lieuteoant- 
Gftfieral Provera^ 

M. d'Argenteau, of wfabm it may be ^aid, 
th^ on Uiis occasion, be bad lost aU his jadg^ 
Biei^t, if ever be possessed any, by retreating, 
on the 18th, totally forgot the detached corpa, 
under this Lieutenant-Geoeral, and the latter 
did not learn the defeat of the AUieSi till be saw 
the French arrive from all quarters agaiwt ban. 
The sudden irruptipn of Bonaparte baying sq)a* 
rated bim from General CoUi, be utteoiptod, m 
the night of the 1 jth and Utb, to effiM:t his re- 
treat towards the Austrian aioiy, from which he 
wais separated by the Bormida; bnt this river 
having suddenly swelled, it became impossible 
for bim to pass it, and no other resource was left 
him, but ^at q( retiring to tbe summit of th« - 
mpuntftini which was commanded by an old casth^ 
wher« be ,eo(reacbed KmseljC and where be de- 
ftnded bim^ for two day«^ though without 
cither wat^ or provisions* Surrounded on ai 
«ide^ he was summoned to sunendw at dis^ 
cretion; but he refused to do it. The French 
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(hen assaohed blm; thrice were they repulsed 
with dreadful carnage. The three French Gene- 
ralsi Panel| Quenin, and Joubert, who ooo^ 
ducted the attacks, were, the two first kiiled, 
and the third.severely wounded. It was only on 
the 14t)^ in the evening, that the brave Provera 
and his gallant troops, exhausted by iatigu^, 
hunger, and thirst, and having no longer any 
hopes of being succoured, surrendered thqm- 
selves prisoners of war. 

. Bonaparte, in obedience to the orders given 
to the French Generals, never to publish the 
number of their killed, wounded, and prisoners, 
did not mention, in his relation of the victory of 
Montelesino, the number of men that it had cost 
him. It is certain, however, that is- was very 
considerable. Three Generals having been killed 
or wounded in the actions of the 13th and 14th^ 
there can be no doubt but that a proportionable 
number of officers and soldiers must have shared 
the same fate». 'the silence of Bonaparte as to 
the loss of his own army, sufficiently warrants^ 
us to believe, that he very much exa^rated 
that of the Allies, which, from impartial report, 
appears to have been by no means so great. 
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Though the battle of Montelesino had still 
farther weakened the points of communicsLtion 
between the Austrian and , Piedmontese armies, 
they nevertheless made no combined movement 
to approach towards one another, and to con- 
tract their line. They thus afforded to Bona- 
parte the opportunity of placing himself between 
Ihem, and of forcing the Piedmontese to act 
separately; which was the principal object of 
the plan of campaign that had been formed by 
the French. 

.' Bonaparte leaving a considerable part of his 
army to observe that of the Austrians, to pre- 
vent their assisting the Piedmontese, or mak- 
Jng a diversion in their favour, marched against 
the. latter with the remainder of his forces. 
He ordered an attack to be made on their 
entil^nched camp, on the l6th, and although 
he did not succeed in forcing it, the fear of 
being turned, induced the Piedmontese to aban* 
don it during the night, between the l6th and 
17th, after having left a garrison in the town 
of Ceva. 

The Piedmontese army took an excellent 
position at the conflux of the rivers Tanaro 
and Cursaglia, entrenched themselves very 
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strongly^ and for four days resisted all the 
efforts made by thie enemy to dislodge them;^ 
but the French having on the 81s^ crossed 
the Tanaro in two places, General Colli, not 
daring to hazard a battle in the position which 
he then held, quitted it during the night 
following, retiring towards Mondovi, to which 
place he feared his retreat might be cut off. 
The French pursuing him closely, attacked him 
at break of day, near the village of Vico, 
The Piedmontese were defeated, but not with- 
out having made a great resistance. They 
continued to retreat, and the French entered 
Mondovi the same evening. The reports of 
the latter, stated the loss sustained by the 
Piedmontese at 1800 men killed, among whom 
was one General, 8 pieces of cannon, 15 am- 
munition waggons, 1 1 stands of colours, and 
ISOO men taken, among whom were thre^ 
Generals. The Republican General Stengel, 
known Jby his defeat at the passage of the Roer, 
in 179S| was mortally wounded in this action. 

The Piedmontese army, from that time en- 
tirely separated from the Austrians, and obliged 
to rely altogether upon itself took a good de- 
fensive position behind the Stura« Itg front was 
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the fortress of G«ni, mud kept up a Gonnnii- 
nicalion with ^ 6orp$ which defended the 
pass of the Col de Teftde ; its left was sup* 
ported by the town of Cheraseo, situated at 
the conflux of the Stura and theTanaro. Thi» 
position was the best tltdt M^ de CoUi could 
have taken, nnder the circumstances in which 
he found himself. It covered the wrongest 
places of Piedmont, and defended ihft only 
routes by which the French could penetrate 
into it, as they were tiot then masters of the 
Milanese. The is^fety of Piedmoat and of 
Turin, depended oh this line of defbnce being 
perfecrty preserted. If the Frendi succeeded 
Hi breaking througH it, they would be enabled 
to penetrate into the flat country, and, leaving 
the stro^ )i1aces behind them, might march 
to the Vfery gkWs Of Turitt, from whence they 
i<^erfe oot miM% than *en league distant The 
supisrriority of their numbers would havo enaiiied 
them «o mask 'those fortresses which might have 
giv^n t!)en!) any iniquietnde, and to spread them- 
setves ovet' th<B plains of Piedmont, which the 
weak f amams Of M. de Colli"^ army would not 
iMTVe dared to *spote with Ifaeou 
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The reverses which the Allies had experi- 
enced at Montenotte, Montelesiiw), and ViOo, 
tnd the rapid progress of the. French, filled 
ti)e Coort of Turin \^hh just and serious alarms. 
The King of Sardinia, str&ck with the imnii- 
Aent danger which threatened him, could hardly 
flatter himself that M. de Colli would be able 
to resist the efforts of an enemy so often vic- 
torious ; and not having reason to rely on Ge* 
neral Beaulieu for any powerful succour, "did 
not think it right to expose to the chance of 
a battle, his possessions and hiis crown. He 
saw no means of preserving them, but by an 
immediate peace, and lost no time in demand-* 
ing ^ne. He sent Plenipotentiaries to Genoa» 
charged to propose it to the French Com* 
missaries; and at the same time dispatched 
an order to General Colli, to solicit a sus- 
pension of arms from General Bonaparte. 
After some difficulties, the latter agreed to it. 
The principal conditions were, that the French 
should be put in possession of the strong 
places of Coni, Ceva, and Tortona; that till 
die latter eould be surrendered, the town of 
Alexandria should be given up to them; that 
ttiey ahouM remeM masters of all the country 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



232 

on the right bank of the Tanaro, from the 
source of that river, to its embouchure mto 
the Po; that they should be permitted to 
cross the latter river below the town of Va- 
lenza, and that the French troops should be 
allowed to have a free passage through all the 
territories of the King of Sardinia. 

This armistice was soon afterwards followed 
by a treaty of peac^ between this Prince 
and the French Republic. Thct detail on the 
nature, the conditions, and the political con- 
sequences of this treaty, shall not be entered 
into. It would be a deviation from the sub- 
ject: this transaction shall only.be considered 
with a view to the effects it produced on the 
rest of this campaign. 

Before the narrative of it is resumed, some 
reflections on the events, which have just been 
recounted, may be hazarded. They have, in- 
deed, been too remarkable, and their conse* 
quences too important^ to admit indifference 
as to the true causes which led to them. Spme 
have attributed thei disasters which the Allies 
experienced in this campaign to the political 
errors of the ministers of the respective courts, 
as well as to the military misconduct of the 
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trenerals ; others have seen nothing in the tri- 
umphs of the French, but the natural effect 
of the superiority of their forces, of the bra- 
very of their soldiers, and the talents of their 
Commander. The opinions of the best inform* 
ed people, as well as the reports of the most 
impartial^ concur in attributing the misfortunes 
of the Allies, to a complication of these dif- 
ferent causes. 

The court of Vienna had formally promised 
to raise its Italian army to 60,000 men, which, 
however, had never amounted to more than 
30,000, including the Neapolitans. From the 
difficulty in providing soldiers, and money to 
pay them, the Piedmontese army was never 
so numerous as, it ought to have been, accord* 
ing to the mutual engagements that had been 
entered into between the courts of Vienna 
and Turin. 

On the one side and 4>n the other, intrigues^ 
mistrust, and other secret causes still more 
unfortunate, conspired to prevent the Austrian 
and Piedmontese armies from being so strong 
in point of number, and from acting with 
that union and identity of views, tha^ were 
necessary to give them a chance of success 
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against an enemy, marching towards its object 
with a perfect unity of action and of interest. 

The court of Vienna appointed to the com* 
mand of the Italian army M. de Beaulxeu, a 
General remarkable for his courage, as well as 
for his good fortune in war. It placed great 
reliance, and with good reason, on his zeal and 
his fidelity. But this General had never yet 
commanded in Italy, and, of course, could not 
have a perfect knowledge of the country in 
which he was about to wage war ; a knowledge 
which the insufficiency of bis forces rendered 
the more necessary. In doing justice to the 
military talents which distinguished M. de Beau- 
lieu, it ought to be observed, that he did not pos* 
seas all those qualities which ought to be found 
in a Commander in Chiefs He was particularly 
deficient in that address, and those conciliating 
manners, so necessary in a /general, who unites 
under his command, troops of different nations, 
or who is obliged to act in concert witii them. 
It appeiared that there did tiot exist between 
lum and the Piedmontese Generab, that har- 
mony and mutnai confidence, which alone couBd 
make amends for the inferiority of their forces, 
and give a concordance* to their operations. 
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Massfs. de Beaulieu and Colli were, besideS) in^ 
dependent of each other, and were only inBtruct« 
ed to act in concert, which they did not adhere 
to> so strictly as might be wished. The Aus* 
trians threw the blame of the defeats at Monte* 
notte and Moutelesino on the Piedmontese 
Generals^ whom they accused of not having sup- 
ported General d'Argenteau as they might have ^ 

done. The Piedmontese, on the other liand^ 
lOefHToabhed the Austrians with having affor4ed 
them no assistance in the battles of the l6th, 
the 21st, and 23d, pretending that had they re- 
ceived any, tliey might have maintained them* 
selves before Ceva and Mondovi, Both accused 
General d^Argenteau of having omitted or neg* 
lected to communicate the orders which he had 
received, to the Generals under his command ; 
and of having occasioned both these defeats by 
the bad dispositions which be made, and by 
the slight resistance which he opposed to the 
attacks of the French. One cannot but suspect 
that these imputations were well founded, as . 
\iAs General was soon afterwards removed from 
his command, and even put under arrest. 
' It is imposstble not to applaud the readiness 
ifritb wbiefe M. de Bfeaalieu smirched to ^over 
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Genoa in the beginning of April, and the 
courage with which he attacked the French corps 
which threatened that city. But he may be 
censured for having uselessly remained many 
days at Voltri, and for not having suspected 
that the design of the French was to compel 
him to quit the heights, on which he had advan- 
tageously posted himself. In flying to the assist* 
ance t>f Genoa, M. de Beaulieu separated him- 
self from the right of his army. After having 
accomplished his object, he ought instantly, as 
it seems, to have joined M. d'Argenteau. The 
city of Genoa had had time to secure itself 
from a coup de fMin. The best way of defend* 
ing it, would have been, besides^ not to suffer 
himself to be beat by the French, and to prevent 
them from penetrating into Piedmont 

The inaction of M. de Beaulieu gave time to 
Bonaparte to prepare his movement against M. 
jd'Argenteau, to defeat this General twice, and 
to obtain those first successes which decided the 
rest of the campaign. If M. de Beaulieu had 
contracted his line, and collected his army, by 
drawing nearer to M. d'Argenteau ; i^ instead 
of occupying a very extensive fron^ the Generals 
Beaulieu and Colli bad formed a junction, or 
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at least had taken such positions as would have 
admitted of their affording each other mutual 
support ; they might have defended all the defiles 
of the Appenines, have rendered Piedmont im« 
penetrable, and have thus completely discon* 
certed Bonaparte's plans. If the latter had 
inarched to Genoa, to induce the Allies to divide 
their forces, or Itgainst Lombardy, in the hepe 
that the Austrians would fly to its defence, he 
could not have executed either the one or the 
other of tiiiese movements, and particularly the 
latter, without endangering his flank, and ex- 
posing himself to be continually attacked in a 
very perilous situation. He would have been 
under the necessity of marching through the 
flat country ; while the Allies, who were masters 
of all the heights, might have fallen upon him 
at such time^ and in such places as would have 
been most advantageous to them. If Bonaparte, 
under these circumstances, had experienced any 
reverses, the Allies might had been enabled to 
drive him to the sea coast, and even to cut oflf 
his communication with the country of Nice, and^ 
with France, 

It is impossible to deny, but that the plan fol- 
lowed by General Boaaparte was as wisely con- 
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ceived as it was ably executed He abewed 
greal ability and promptitude in taking ad?«D- 
lage of the superiority of bis forces^ and of the 
errors of those who were opposed to him. He 
had but one object, towards which be directed 
air bis movements! and applied all bis means; 
this was to break the line of the Allies* Hf 
succeeded in it» by bringing almost the whole of 
}iis force to bear on the weakest part Qftkw 
line, a simple manoeuvre, and which can scarcely 
fiul of being successful, if executed with fore^ 
sigh^ celerity, and vigour. 
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CHAPTER II; 

* • 

Retreat of the Atutriams beJmd the Po-^ > 
Passage of that river by the Frewh-^Ar^ 
mietice comcbided between them and the Duke 
0f Parmor^BatOe at Lodi—The French 
enter Milan — Insurrection of the Inhabit 
tants of Lombard^ — Passage of the French 
over the Mincio — Retreat qf General Beau- 
lieu into the Tyrol— Armistice concluded 
between the French^ the King of Naples, 
and the Pope — The French enter Leghorn 
---^Insurrection of the inhabitants of Ro* 
magna-^Siege and description of Mantua. 

JlBE armistice concluded betiveeo th^ Pi^^ 
montese and French armies^ wa$ productive of 
the greatest advantages to, the latter. It de- 
livered the Republicans frptn one half of their 
enemies, provided them, abundantly, with mili- 
tary stores and provisions, and secured their 
potation in Italy. It afforded them means of 
iseqairing new successes, at the sam« ^^^ ^^^ 
it fttraiahed cotain points of reti^^t vy <Me of 
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a reverse of fortuna Elated by so many vie* 
tories^ obtained in so short a time, and strength- 
ened by all the new resources which he had 
procured, Bonaparte did not delay a moment 
to take advantage of them. The posession 
of Tortona, with the liberty of passing the Po, 
near Valenza, opened a way for him into the 
Milanese, which was become an easy conquest 
to an army already victorious, and double in 
number to that opposed to it 

The Republican army began its march on the 
SOth of April, and advanced against the Aus- 
trians. As soon ias M. de Beaulieu had heard 
of the suspension of arms, agreed upon between 
the Piedmontese and the French, he had retired 
to Alexandria, and from thence to Valenza, 
where he crossed the Po. He then toolc a 
position behind that river, between those of 
Ticino and Terdoppio, in order to protect the 
Milanese. Abandoned by the Piedmontese, and 
deprived of the support of their fortified places, be 
could no longer think of acting on the offensive. 
Nothing now remained for him but to exert all 
bis efforts to keep the French, as long as possible, 
on the other side of the Po, and then to make 
an obstinate defence of the Milanese, in order 
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to give the court of Vienna time to send rein- 
forcementSy which the defection of the King 
of Sardinia rendered indispensably necessary. 
Thinking that the French would take advantage 
of the liberty of the passage^ stipulated in ^ 
the armistice, and that they would endeavour 
to cross the Po, near Valenza or Tortona, 
of which they were masters, M, de Beaulieu 
posted himself with the greatest part of his 
army within the reach of these two towns» 
so as to protect the course of the river Ticino. 
He lined only the left bank of the Po with a 
few troops, as far as Pavia, and the mouth of 
the Ticino. 

Bonaparte, foreseeing all the difficulties which 
must attend the passage of so rapid a river 
as the Po, in the presence of the enemy, and 
knowing that M. de Beaulieu had not a suffi- 
cient number of troops to guard the banks of the 
river along the whole of its course, judged, that 
by marching much lower down, he should find 
some point favourable to hb passage, and 
weakly defended. By this movement, he com- 
pelled M. de Beaulieu to abandon, on a sudden, 
almost the whole of the Milanese, in order to 
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prevent the loss of his communication iivith the 
town of Mantua, and the Tyrol. If, on the 
contrary^ Bonaparte had attacked him on the 
Ticino> M. de Beaulieu would hare be^ able 
to defend, successively, the passage of each 
river, to save his magazines, and, perhaps^ 
to gain sufficient time for the arrival of some 
reinforcements, which might enable him to stand 
his ground iti the Milanese. By directing 
himself towards the Lower Po, Bonaparte gained, 
besides, the advantage of being farther advanced 
into Italy, of alarming all the petty States, of 
levying contributions in the Duchies of Parma^ 
Piacentia, and Modena; and of procuring 
money, provisions, and horses, with which his 
army was not, as yet> abundantly supf^ied. 
In consequence of this, after having made a 
feint of attempting a passage at Valenza^ 
he proceeded, on the 8th of May, by a forced 
march, to the neighbourhood of Piacentia ; and 
perceiving but a small number of the enemy 
on the other side of liie Po, be hastened to 
transport his vanguard to the o|i{x>8ite bank, 
ota the rafts and flying bridges. Some light 
troops, which be bad settt forward during his 
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marcK took possession of some boats, loaded 
with sick aod provisions. 

As soon as M* de Beaulieu received 
informatioQ of the march of the French towards 
Placentia and the Lower Po, he sent between 
•6000 and 7000 men, from Pavia, to defend 
the points threatened; but they arrived too 
late to oppose the passage of the French, 
whom they found drawn up on the left bank 
of the river. 

A smart skirmish ensued, near Fombio, in 
which the Neapolitan cavalry lost many men^ 
but giained much honour* This action was 
disadvantageous to the Allies^ who were com* 
pelled to retire upon the Adda. In the 
night of the 7tii, M« de Beaulieu ordered 
another body of 4000 men, from Casale^ tO 
succour that which was attacked at Fombio. 
This corps arrived about two p*clock in the 
mornings at Codogno, on the road from 
Pkcentia to Cremona, which road it jfound 
Mcupied by the French. The encounter between 
the two parties, produced a fire of musquetry^ 
the noise of which having drawn the Republican 
Oeneral Laharpe to Hiat quartexi he received a 

» a 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



244 

ball, which killed him on the spot. His death 
was much regretted by the whole army. Although 
the body of Austrians, just mentioned, had 
forced the vedettes, and driven in the advanced 
posts of the French, it found' them too powerful 
to think of attacking them, or remaining 
long before them. This corps then marched 
towards Lodi, where General Beaulieu had 
retired during the same night with the rest of 
his army. 

The victories of the French, and the peace 
unexpectedly made by the King of Sardinia^ 
had excited the utmost alarm throughout 
all Italy. The retreat of the Austrians 
beyond the Po, left at the mercy of the French 
all the countries situated on the right bank of 
that river. 

The Duke of Parma, whose territories they 
had already entered, saw that he had not a 
moment to lose, in securing them from the 
revolutionary principles and rapacity of the 
French. He therefore solicited a supensidn of 
arms, under the mediation of Spain, w^hich was 
granted him at the price of 2,000,000 of French 
livres, 1700 horses, 2000 6xen,.of an immense 
quantity of provisions^ and of 20 paintings, to 
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be chosen by the French. Every step which 
they advanced into Italy augmented their 
military resources: each success furnished the 
means of acquiring new ones* Bonaparte 
was certain of being able henceforward to 
P^y^^quip, and subsist his army, at the expense 
of his enemies, as well as at that of the neutral 
powers. In passing the Po, he had overcome 
the greatest impediment to the conquest of the 
Milanese, the main object in his plan of the 
campaign. 

He left the banks of the Po on the 9th of 
May, and found himself, on the 10th, with his 
advanced guard, in presence of General Beau- 
lieu's rear guard, which was posted in front of 
Lodi and the river Adda. A brisk cannonade 
was commenced on both sides, in consequence 
of which the Austrians evacuated the town of 
Lodi, and retired to the other side of the river. 
Major Malcamp (son-in-law of General Beau- 
lieu) who commanded this Austrian corps, 
caused several pieces of cannon to be placed at 
the end of the bridge which enfiladed it, while 
some other pieces, placed on the right and left, 
took it by a cross fire. He would not allow the 
bridge to be broken down^ not imagining that 
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Ae French would, under such circumstancei^ 
venture to attack it. Bonaparte had not 
attempted to force it, heeause the whole of his 
ardoy was not yet arrived ; bat as soon as the 
major part of it had joined him, he assembled 
hii general officers^ and communicated ta them 
the resolution he had formed of storming the 
bridge. The plan was unanimously disapproved 
Of by his Generals. Bonaparte obstinately 
persisting in this rash d^ign^ assembled a 
council of grenadiers, to whom he made ao 
animating speech, which determined them to 
undertake the attack.* 4000 grenadiers and 
Carabineers formed themselves into a solid 
column, and marched towards the bridge. As 
soon as they arrived. at its extremity, they were 
tecelved by a terrible discbarge of grape-shot, 

* Bonaparte having assembled this council of grena- 
diers, made them an energetic harangue, in which he 
did not dissemble the dangers that attended this coup 
d€ main. The answer ^f the grenadiers was, '' Give 
us some brandy, and we wiH see what is to be done." It 
was given them in abundance, and produced a greater 
effect than the speech of Bonaparte. An officer of tf« 
Attstriaa staff related to the avthor this fact, which 
was imparted to him by a French officer, who was 
present at the battle of Lodi, and was made prisoner 
fwntte time afterwards. 
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which it was impossible to withstand. They fell 
hack with great loss, returned twice to the > 
charge, an^i were again forced back by the fire of 
the Austrian cannons, which, enfilading the 
bridge, were discharged all at once close upon 
them^ as soon as diey had set foot on it The 
French had already suffered enormously, and it 
might have been expected that they would have 
abandoned this desperate undertaking. But. 
Bonaparte persevering in his resolution, ordered 
fresh troops to reinforce the column engaged 
in the attack. Six Generals, putting themselves 
at its head, animated them by their example, 
inflamed them by their words, and led them 
back to the charge. Taking advantage of 
a moment, when the thickness of the smoke, 
produced by the incessant fire, prevented the 
Austrians from perceiving and making a general 
discharge upon the French; the latter rushed 
upon the bridge, crossed it with rapidity, and 
falling impetuously upon the troops and cannon 
which defended its extremity, overthrew the one, 
and made themselves masters of the other. 
The bridge being forced, all the other columns 
instantly passed it, to support the former. This 
action, equally brilliant and unexpected, diseon- 
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certed the Austrians, who abandoned their 
ground, finding themselves too weak to defend 
it, and began their retreat It was protected 
by the Neapolitan cavalry, which gained in- 
finite honour on this day. They charged the 
French infantry several times, always with 
courage, and sometiuies with success. They 
shewed themselves, by the good countenance 
which, they preserved, and the judiciousness 
of their movements, equal to the best veteran 
troops. 

Bonaparte wrote to the Directory, that the 
Allies had lost in this action 2500 men, of 
which 1000 were made prisoners, and that he 
had taken 400 horses and 20 pieces of cannon. 
He had the eflfrontery to pretend that this battle 
cost him only 400 men; and certainly never 
did he give a more glaring proof of the false.^ 
ness of his accounts. The loss suffered by his 
army on that occasion was universally estimated 
at 4000 men; and by some even greater. The 
very nature of the engagement rendered it more 
bloody than any of the preceding actions, 
and the French themselves considered it as the 
warmest contest during the campaign. It was 
absolutely impossible that they sliould be otber- 
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wise than great sufferers on the bridge of 
Lodiy where they were thundered upon with- 
out intermission by artillery an^ musquetry; 
^nd if they were three times compelled to fall 
back, it was undoubtedly in consequence of 
the terrible fire to which they were exposed, 
and of the great havock which it occasioned 
in their ranks. 

One cannot however help acknowledging the 
intrepidity with which the French accomplished 
this perilous undertaking. It was a striking 
proof, with how much indifference the French 
Generals throw away their soldiers' lives. By 
making other dispositions, and by the delay 
of a few days, Bonaparte might have crossed 
the Adda with as little loss as he sustained 
at the passage of the Po. He would not in- 
deed have had such brilliant things to relate, 
but he would have preserved some thousands 
of his soldiers: He would have acquired less 
glory, but be would have shewed more patri- 
otism. He forgot that the leadir^g principle of 
the greatest Generals, was, to spare the blood 
of their soldiers ; and that they only considered 
those a3 true victories in which they had but 
a small loss to lament — ^The void created in 
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the French army by the batUe of Lodi, waa 
quickly filled up by reinforcements drawn from 
the army of Kellerman, whose presence in 
Saroy was rendered unnecessary by the peace 
concluded with the King of Sardinia. 

As soon as M. de Beaulieu had found himself 
obliged to retire upon the Adda, he felt the 
necessity of quickly recalling those troops which 
he had on the Ticino^ and at Milan. After hav- 
ing left 1800 men in the citadel, the Austrians 
evacuated that town on the 10th of May, and 
the French, to the number of 4000 men, com« 
manded by General Massena, entered it on the 
nth. On the day following, Bonaparte made a 
triumphal entry into the town, in the midst of 
the acclamations of the populace, and escorted 
by a numerous cavalcade of troops, and car^ 
riages filled with the principal inhabitants of 
Milan. He passed several days in that place, 
indulging himself in feasts, balls, and all swtsof 
pleasures. He received there greater honours 
than the Austrian Princes, Governors of the 
Milanese, imd ever exacted: he lodged ii| the 
palace of the Archduke, who bad left it a few 
days before. After having enjoyed his (rium(>l^ 
and shared with the Commisaaries of the £x6* 
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cutive Directory, the incense offered up by the 
inhabitants of Milan, they employed themselves 
in attending to the interest of the Republic. 
They imposed a contribution of 20,000,000 
livres (<£800,000) on Lombardy, as the price 
of that liberty which they came to give it; 
and granted a suspension of arms to the Duke 
of Modena, for the sum of 10,000,000 
livres (£400,000) to be paid either in specie 
or in military stores, without forgetting to stipu- 
late the gift of twenty valuable paintings. 

On the 20th of May, Bonaparte addressed a 
proclamation to his army, in which, after hav- 
ing extolled its late exploits, he announced 
those which he still expected from it. He 
called for its vengeance against the Neapo- 
litans, the destroyers of Toulon ; and, on the 
inhabitants of Rome^ the assasiuns of Basse- 
ville.* He made it fear to find a Capua in 
Lombardy; and, in imitation of Hannibal, to 
whom Italian flattery did not cease to com- 

* This BasseviUe^ secretary to the French embassy^ 
was massacred, three or four years since, by the popu- 
lace of Rome, whom he had irritated by his condact, 
and liit revolotionaiy discounes. 
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pare hiuii he promised to his soldiers the con- 
quest of Romei and the spoils of Italy* 

Anxious to see this last promise realized, 
scarcely had his troops entered Lombardy, than 
they gave themselves up to pillage, violence, 
and every species of disorder. Their rapacity, 
their contempt of religious ceremonies, and above 
all, their licentious conduct towards the women, 
exasper^tted the inhabitants to the highest 
pitch. They could not support such accu- 
mulated outrages, and they revenged themselves 
like Italians. On the S£d of May, a general 
kisurrection broke out against the French. The 
towns and villages armed themselves at the 
sound of the tocsin. The national cockade 
was trampled under foot ; the trees of liberty 
were cut down, and all the Republicans found 
in small parties were massacred It was at 
Milan, Lodi, Vareze, and Pavia, that the greatest 
fury was shewn, and that the fiery and vindic- 
tive character of the Italians displayed itself 
in all its violence. The inhabitants of Pavia, 
assisted by 5000 or 6000 peasants, surrounded 
the French garrison, disarmed, and took it 
prisoner. The people of Milan were not so 
fortunate in a similar attempt. The French, 
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more numerous than at Pavia, didpersed the 
insurgents, after having killed a vast number, 
of them. Bonaparte had already begun his 
march against the Austrians, when he heard 
of this unexpected insurrection. He returned 
immediately, and ordered troops to march 
against those places where the insurgents chiefly 
assembled. He caused the village of Binasca 
to* be burned, put a hundred of its inhabitants 
to the sword, and marched himself with a 
powerfai corps against the town of Pavia. He 
found the gates of it shut ; and having in vain 
summoned the inhabitants to open them, he 
caused them to be beaten down with cannon. 
The French then spread themselves through 
the streets, killed every one they met, delivered 
the garrison w^hich was prisoner, and pillaged 
the town. These rigorous punishments soon 
quelled the insurrection. The Commissaries 
and Generals of the French arrested, in all 
the towns, the most considerable persons, caused 
a great number of them to be shot, disarmed 
the inhabitants of Lombardy, and treated it 
more and more as a conquered country. 

After the battle of Lodi, General Beaulieu, 
too weak to dispute any longer the pdssession 
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of the Milanese, and to support the insur- 
rection of its inhabitants, thou^t of nothing 
more but of covering Mantua^ and of keep* 
ing up his communication with Germany. For 
this purpose he took a good position on the 
Mincio, his right extending to the Lake of 
Garda and Peschiera, and his left to Mantua. 

Bonaparte made different movements with 
his troops, to induce M. de Beaulieu to be* 
lieve that he wished to go round the Lake of 
Garda, by Salo and Uiva, in order to make 
himself master of the road to Tyrol. But 
while he was making these feints^ he attacked 
the Austrian posts on the Mincio, on the 
SOth of May, and effected the* passage of that 
river, near Borghetto. In the mean time^ one 
column of bis army directed its march towards 
Peschiera and Castelnuovo, with the iotendoa 
of cutting off M. de Beaulieu from the road 
to Verona aod Trente. As the latter move- 
tnent might have cleprived thb General of every 
future means of retreat, he was no longer at 
liberty to defer it. He was compelled to ^ve 
up all comaiunication with Man^tua, and to 
ieave that place to rely on itseLC Happily, he 
had bad time to supply it with provisiom^ and 
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to reader it capable of making a good de- 
fence. He garrisoned the town with 18,000 
men, and marched towards the Adige with the 
remainder of his army. He passed that river, 
routed a corps of the enemy which was purstt«> 
ang him^ traversed the States of Venice, and 
retired into the narrow passes of the Tyrol 
There he took post with about 14, QUO men, 
which was all that remcuned of his army. 

The conduct of M. de Beaulieu, after the 
French had passed the Po, deserves praise. 
Constantly attacked and pursued by a victorious 
army, double in numbers to his own« be sus* 
tained several battles with credit, if not with 
success, and effected his retreat with order and 
with but little loss. He rendered Mantua, in a 
short time, capable of making a long defence, 
and by those means he preserved a^ possibility to 
the Austrians of returning with advantage into 
Italy, of which Mantua, in a military point of 
view, is the capital. In spite of all the manceu* 
vres oiade on his right and left by the French, 
with a view to surround, and cut him off from 
the road to Germany, M. de Beaulieu gained 
the defiies of the Tyrol with bis little army, and 
made escoellent dispositions for defence. 
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The retreat of the Austrians into theTrentino, 
having left Bonaparte master of his movements 
in Italy, he took advantage of it to spread his 
troops in it, and to raise contributions. Know- 
ing that much time would elapse before the 
Imperialists could assemble a new arn^y, he 
wished in this interval to take advantage of his 
victories, and to find the means of making fresh 
conquests in those countries which he had 
already subdued. He was desirous, above all, 
to detach the King of Naples from the coali* 
tion, and even the Pope, whose states were, by 
the retreat of the Austrians, at the mercy of 
the French. His wishes were quickly satisfied, 
and even anticipated. The King of Naples 
proposed a suspension of arms, to which Bona- 
parte the more readily agreed, as the distance 
of that Prince's states protected them from the 
menaces of the French, at least by land ; and 
because, by drawing off his troops from the 
Austrian army, the latter would become still 
weaker. The King of Naples might injure 
the French, but had nothing to fear from 
them. The conditions of the armistice, there- 
fore, which was concluded on the 4th of June, 
were not grievous to that Prince. They were 
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reduced to a stipalation^ that his troops should 
separate from ihose of the Emperor^ which 
happened soon after. 

The Pope wm, with respect to the French, 
in a much more unfavourable position, both as 
to the situation of his' dominions, his means 
of resistance, and in every other respect Bo- 
naparte entered the dominions of his Holiness 
on the 29t^ of June, and took possession of the 
towns of Bologna and Ferrara, as well as of 
fort Urbino* He threatened to make farther 
advances into the territories of the Church, and 
there was nothing that could prevent him front 
doing so. The Pope, who had not a doubt of 
the extreme rigour with which the French would 
exercise the rights of conquest upon his domi- 
nions, and knew how much they desired to an- 
nihilate both his spiritual and temporal power, 
hastened to avert the impending storm, by offer* 
ing to consent to any conditions which might be 
imposed upon him. Whatever might have been 
the inclination of Bonaparte to invade the ter* 
ritories of the Church, and whatever was the 
facility with which he might have done so ; yet 
he felt that it would be dangerous to engage 

VOL. I. 8 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



$58 

himaelf fiwther od» wbik he left behind bin 
Mantua^ the ca&tle of Mitan, and Lombafdyi 
the inhabitants of which migtiA rise again in hb 
absesce. He esteemed tl^ tlierefore, noorepru- 
dent^ «^ well as more convenient, to en^o}^ wkb^ 
ewit danger, all the sacrifices, by widcb tiie Fopeo 
olStred to perehasa Ua nentrality.^ This wae 
graated him, on cooditkui that he should pi^ lo 
Vnt^, 31,000,00a €a French liYres, (.£90(^00&) 
and that he should deliver up to the Coamiis* 
forie^ of the RepuhU<^ 100 paintings, as B^ell as 
SOO precious manuscripts; that the French 
troops should remain ia 'possession of the towns 
of Fecrara and Bologna^* and of* fort Urbino ; 
that the citadel of Anooaa should be delrveted 
up to them, and that the* Pope should recall, or 
set at Uberty, those of his subjects, who had 
been proscribed or imprisoned, as guilty of se* 
dition and revolutionary practices»t 

* Bologna is, next to Rome, the richest, and most 
important city of the dominions of die Church. It has 
.yearly lOa^OOQiuhabitratfi. 

t The readei^ is, without doubt, struck widi the 
hardship of this last condition, which had likewise 
been imposed on the Kin§ of Sardinia. The Direc* 
tory had the effrontery to deprive two Sovereigns of 
their most precious rights and most-sacred duty^ that 
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The Fivticfa fbrnd m tbe towns of Bologna, 
Ferrary Modlea% and Urbmo, 800 pieces of 
feeavy artillery, and all the military stores of 
which th^ were inwan^ to be able to besiege 
Mantoa. Several artists were sent from Paris, 
who dbose^ in the above-mentioned towni^ and 
10 those of Mifam^ Pavia, Parma, and Placentia, 

o^maiatuQingthe publie traoqailUty^and of punishing 
those who disturb it. It dared to protect criminab 
from the power of jastice, and to constitute itself ar- 
biter between Princes and their snbjects; and this; 
while it punished with death every Frendnnan who 
did not acknowledge its authority; while it accused the 
Coalesced Powers with wishing to interfere in the 
government of France, and professM to make waf 
against them, oiJy to prevent their realizing that pro- 
jecti and to punish them for having conceived it. By 
reducing two Sovereigns to this degree of humiliation, 
one knows not whether the Directory did not, m truth, 
surpass in despotism, those who, at the beginning of 
the century, wished to force Louis XIV. to dethrone 
his own grandson. 

AH tbe worid certainly knew that the chiefs of the 
French Republic had never ceased, from its first estab- 
lishment, to support and recompense all strangers, who 
partake of their principles, and endeavour to put them 
m practice. Bvt it was not expected that they would 
make this protection one basis of their diplomatic sys- 
tem, and that they would force Sovereigns themselves 
tb sanction the inebellion of their subjects. 
' s S 
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dl the moit pi^cious monumenta of the af ts, 
which were to be foond, and sent them to PariA 
Thus did the French plunder Italy^ as the 
Romans had formerly plundered Greece. 

The inhabitants of the Imperial Fiefs, irritated 
by the vexations and insolence of the French 
. soldiersi took up arms ag^nst them, killed some^ 
and besieged those who formed the garrison of 
Arquata. Bonaparte sent a body of troops 
jBtg^nst these insurgents, caused a great number 
' of them to be shot, and several villages to be 
burnt He loaded this small country with heavy 
impositions, and subjected it to all the rigours 
of military despotism. 

The Directory wished to take advantage of 
the moment when its army was without a rival 
in Italy, to destroy, in every respect^ the power 
of its enemies. Indifferent as to the choice of 
means, and caring little whether they were just, 
provided they were advantageous, it gave a 
glaring proof how little dependence was to be 
placed on the treaties which it contracted. Re- 
gardless of that which had just been concluded 
with the grand Duke of Tuscany, and regretting 
sincerely, that it could no longer treat that 
Prince as an enemy, the Directory ordered Bo- 
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naparte to talce potsession of the town of Leg- 
liorn. That G^ieral consequeatly inarched hia 
troops into. the territory of the Graad Duk^ 
and, with a. view to conceal their real desUnationi 
spread a report that these troops were intended 
to penetrate into the southern parts of the £c- 
iclesiastical States. Bat they suddenly turned 
to the right, and entered Leghorn on the fi7th of 
June.* They drove the Governor, whom they 
did not find sufficiently obedient, oqt of the 
place, and substituted themselves instead of the 
forces itf the Grand Duke« That Prince in 
:!vain made representations upon the violation ,of 
his territory and neutrality. The powerful argu* 
ment of the strongest, and\that supreme lawi 
the interests of the French Republic, were op- 
posed to him. It did not, however, reap all the 
advantages from that expedition,^ which its chiefs 
had {trorhised themselves. The English had 
been warned of what was preparing against 
them, and their ships had time to leave the port, 

• When sending an account to the Directory of 
'this expedition, Bonaparte added, that on bit going to 
Flor^ce, the Grand Dakepf Tuscany had requested 
him, as well as the Commissary Salicetti, to do him the 
honour to come and dine with him, which they had 
t hoi^ht proper to accept. 
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ctrryiDg off the greatett fpmrt of iSbe nag^Det 
•nd effects bejoagi^g to the Government, and to 
the nerehantft of that country. Greatly disap* 
pointed at seeing their intended prey escape^ 
the Frenchi to make themselves amends, imposed 
a heavy contribution on every thing in that towi^ 
which wfis suspect^ to be English proper^, and 
summoned the inhabiunts^ nnder the most severe 
penalties, to denounce whatever th^ knew to 
belong to the English. By this meatis tfiey did 
not fail to draw pretty considerable profit from 
the taking of Leghorn ; and they gained, besidei^ 
their chief object, which was to shut the port 
of that town against the fleete, both military and 
mercantile, of the Engli&h. 

About the same time, the French experienced 
afresh the just consequences of the rapine and 
vexations which they exercised upon the con** 
quered countries. The inhabitants of a part ef 
Romagna, driven to despair by ail which they weie 
condemned to give and to suffer, armed them- 
selves to the number of several thousand^ feU 
upon, and massacred the French det»cbment$ 
employed in laying waste their country. Bona* 
parte, who did not choose to let this insurrection 
go unpunished, sent an eddition»l number <|f 
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troo{iB, vlio kUled several hundreds of Uie 
unfortunate Peasants, and burnt the town of 
Lugo, as well as several villages** These 
aanguinary and barimrous executions^ altbofigh 
in part justified by the ri^ts.of war, raised a 
faatred and a desire of vengennce in all those 
parts of Italy oceupied by the French, to the 
highest pitch. A great number of them fell 
victims in consequence, and the Itelian stilettcii 
seconded by the dimale, and the intemperance 
of the French, dUtctttted as powerfully as the 
Austrian sword, to the great consumption of men 
in the French army in Italy. 

While Bonaparte was thus exercisfaig his 
empire in that country, possessing hitnsdf ci 
its spoils, and rendering himself an object of 
fear and hatred, bis troops were carrying on the 
sieges of Mantua, and of the castie of Milan. 
The latter place surrendered on the 39th of 
June, twelve days after the trenches were opened. 
The garrison, commanded by General Lami, 
were made pirisonerB of vrar. The details of 
ibin siege iiave not been entered into, because 

* It was boderdie walls of Lugo, that the Romans 
weie defeated by the Oaiils, with the km of ^flOO 
men: Belisariei btiik a fovtrese there. 
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it exhibited nothing remarkable, brought on no 
'considerable action, and was attended with Utile 
bloodshed on either side.* 

Bonaparte being* in want of the artillery 
necessary for carrying on a siege, and of the 
requisite stores, had been compelled to content 
himself, after the retreat of M. de Beaufieu into 
the Tyrol, with investing the town of Mantua; 
and he even had not been able to form the 
t>lockade but at a great distance, on account of 
the peculiar situation of the place* 

Mantua has so much occupied the attention 
of Europe, has been the aim of so many elBGdrts, 
has caused such an effusion of blood, and 
has so long held in suspense the fate of Italy, 
that those who are not well acquainted with 
the topographical and military situation of 
that town, may not be displeased to find here a 
description of it 

This town, which boasts of having been 
founded by the Etrurians before the Trojan waf, 
is situated upon a lake formed by the Mincio, 
twenty Italian miles in circumference, and two 

• The Castle of Mikn was besieged, in 1707j by 
Prince Eagene, and made an excellent defence; Jbt^ 
Marqais de la Floride commanded ibeie. 
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miles broad. It in large, wellbuilt, and contains 
a great number of churches, of which some are 
very richly decorated. At the time when it still 
belonged to the Dukes of Mantua,* who resided 
there^ it reckoned upwards of 50,000 inhabitants; 
it does not now possess half that number. It 
has always been fortified, and its situation has 
made it considered in all Italian wars as the 
most important fortress in that country. It has 
sustained several sieges, and whenever it has 
surrendered, it has been more in consequence 
of a blockade, and want of provisions, than ot 
open force, or the regular operations of art 
Its chief means of defence consist less in its 
fortifications, than the difficulties opposed to 
the approach and attacks of an enemy. The town 
being entirely surrounded by water and marshes, 
is only to be sirrived at by three bridges or 
principal causeways, which are covered by 

* The last Duke of Mantoa was put under the ban 
of the Empire in 1703, as a punishment for having 
taken part with the French. The Imperial troops, 
Mmmanded by Prince Engene^ made themselves mas* 
ters of the whole Duchy of Mantua in 1707* Since 
that period, the House of Austria has remained in 
posseftsion of it. It is annexed to the Milanese. 
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fortifications^ raised at each of their extremities^ 
which must be carried by ao enemy, before 
he can approach the town. There is, besides^ 
a fourth cammunioatioii^ defended by the 
entrenched suburb // ThS. If once the besiegers 
make themselves masters of the exterior works, 
they may easily form and maintain the blockade 
of Mantua, but they are scarcely more advanced 
towards the formation of a regular siege, as they 
can only open the trenches upon the narrow 
front of the causeways, which lead into the towa 
iThe waters of the lake stagnating in sunimer, 
the place then becomes very unwholesome, 
»nd those of the inhabitant^ who are in easj 
/circumstances, generally leave it at that time. 
This unwholesomeness is not the least of its 
means of defence : for it is impossible to besiegs 
it, without risking the total destruction of ao 
army by sickness. In almost evjsry sieges this 
place has sustained, pestilential fevers have 
made great ravages, both amongst the assailants 
and defenders of it 

These considerations did not defer General Bo* 
naparte, who had been taught, by past successes^ 
to be confident of future oaes. After having 
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carried some out-posts of the town, he opened 
the trenches before it on the 1 8th of July. But 
the difficulties attending the siege^ the fevers 
which broke out in his army, and the successful 
sorties of the garrison, rendered the progress of 
the French extremely slow, and enabled Count 
Canto d'lrles, who commanded in the town, to 
defend it until relieved* 
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CHAPTER III. 

A new army assembled by the Austrians in 
Italy, under the command pf Field Mar- 
shal Wurmser — Operatimis and first suc- 
cesses of that General--The Siege of Man^ 
tua raised by Bonaparte — Complete defeat 
of the corps of General Quosdanavich — 
Defeat of M. de Wurmser at Castigliane — 
Second defeat — Repassing of the Mincio 
and the Adige, and re^entranee of the de-^ 
fUes of Tyrol — New insurrection against 
the French— Plan formed by the French 
to unite aU their armies in Germany — Bat^ 
tie of Roveredo — Action at Bassano — Ar- 
rival of Marshal Wurmser at Mantua — 
Peace made by the King of Naples with 
the French Republic — Refusal by the Pope 
of the conditions of Peace prescribed by 
them — Revolt of the inhabitants of the 
Duchies of Modena, Bologna^ and Fer* 
rara — Origin of the Cispadan Republic. 

X HE defection of the King of Sardinia, and 
the loss of the Milanese, which resulted from i^ 
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made known to the court of Vienna, when too 
late, the insufficiency of the troops which it had 
sent into Itajy. As it could not possibly ac<» 
quiesce in leaving so valuable a part of its dor 
minions, as Lombardy, in the hands of the 
French, it resolved to make the greatest efforts 
for the recovery of that country. All the troops 
stationed in Carinthia and Styria were seat, by 
forced marches, into the Tyrol. The inhabi« 
tants of the latter country having sAiewn a dispo* 
silion to arm themselves for the defence of it^ 
«(Hne thousands of them were equipped and 
formed into corps of chasseurs, a sort of service 
to which the Tyrolians are extremely well adapt- 
ed. As all these different reinforcements would 
not, however, have made M. de Beaulieu's anay 
sufficiently strong, to enable him to renew offen- 
sive operations, the cabinet of Vienna, attend- 
ing to the most pressing concern, sacrificed 
its plan of a campaign beyond the Rhine, to 
its personal and immediate interest in , Italy* 
Field Marshal Wurmser, who commanded the 
Imperial army of the Upper Rhine, received 
an order to set off with more than 30,000 
effective men for Italy, and thelre to reptooe 
General Beaulieu. The months of June and 
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July piffled ciray before the^ Uttentnt corps 
eff troops could form a jimction, or be sufi* 
eiendy recovered from die Catignies of ao long 
m nnrdi, and put m a state to act Ten thou* 
SBod men, out of tbe 30^000^ who had conae 
iirocn the army of the Rhkie^ were left ia the 
Bisbopric of Inspruck, to observe & French 
corp% which menaced itf and oa the S9th of 
Joly, Marshal Wormser be^n bia march against 
the French, at the head of an arn^ of 47|000 
mem He divided it iatay three principal bodiea 
That of the righ^ consisting of 17 battalions 
and 14 squadrons, dtiected iti march along 
die Lake of Garda, to Sato and Brescia: tbnt 
etfdie lef^ commanded by General Mezaros^ 
eansiating oi 5 battalions and 7 squadron^ 
marched by L^gnago, towards the Po; while 
Marsfaal Wurmser, with S9 battalions, and 14 
aqoadroas, commanded by Generals Melas and 
Davidovich^ advanced to the Mincio with the 
centre, to attack^ in fronts the enemy's wsnaj be^ 
tween Manttta. and Pesehrera. 

This disposition ooet at first with the greatest 
atiooess. The column on the right, under die 
onflers of Creneral Qoosdanovicb, being di* 
vadedi kuo several' santl cdutnna; surprised 
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Md forced the importaiit posts of Salo unit 
Braeia, where it made prisoners 2000 men, 
three CkneralS) as well as a great number of 
officers. The next morning, this corps advanced 
0& the iroads from Brescia to Mantna add 
V<Hrona, to take the French on their rear, and 
to fttvoor the attack made by the centre column. 

Thh latter had not been less successful in 
what it had undertaken. On the S^th and*30th, 
it forced aU the enemy's posts alohg the Adige, 
took 1500 men, as well as 10 fneces of can 
noo, and drove back the French as far as the 
Mincio. 

fionaparte being victoriously attacked at all 
pointSj and threatened with being surrounded by 
the Austrian columns^ in the night of the 31st, 
precipitately raised the siege of Mantua, which 
was so far advanced that the approaches were 
withm 100 paces of the covered way. The 
garrison, attentive to all the movements of the 
besiegers, made a vigorous sortie while they were 
retirit]^; feU upon their rea^r guards took 600 
imen,.and make themsdlves masters of all thds 
artiltely, and all the amnmnition of the siege^ 
consisting^ ctf 1S4 Gannons and mortars, and 
140^000 shells or halls. It employed itsdif im« 
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mediately ia destroying the worksi which had 
been raised, either for the purposes of the sieg^i 
pr for those of the blockade. Placed between 
the two columns of Generals Wurmser and 
Quosdanovich, Bonaparte saw the whole danger 
of his situation, and was sensible that if he gave 
these two Generals time to form a junction, and 
to combine their attacks^ it would be almost im- 
possible for him to make head against both of 
tiiem at once. He then took the only course 
which could save his army, and preserve the Mi- 
lanese. He judged that by concentrating hi3 
forces^ and advancing rapidly against the corps 
of M; de Quosdanovich, he might defeat him 
before he could be succoured by M. de Wurmser. 
In consequence of this plan, Bonaparte miarched, 
on the 30th, at night, with the greatest part of bis 
forces, against M. de Quosdanovich, whose corps 
was divided, and stationed at several different 
points, by which he was endeavouring to rejoin 
' M. de Wurmser. Bonaparte caused all these 
detachments to be attacked successively at Lo« 
nado, Montechiaro, Dezenzano, Brescia^ and 
Salo, on the Slst of July, the 1st, Sd, and 5d of 
August Some of these actions were to the 
advantage of the Austrians^ but the greater 
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numbeir to that of the French. The most ob- 
6tinate and most bloody of all was that which 
took place on the dd^ before Dezenzano. 4000 
Austrians being attacked by 10,000 French, de* 
feated them, and made prisoner a General, and 
some hundreds of men. But the French corps 
haying rallied, and having been reinforced by 
fresh troops, re-attacked the Austrians. The 
latter made along and courageous resistance; 
but being at last overpowered by numbers, by 
heat, and the fatigue occasioned by a continued 
march of four days and four nights, were almost 
all killed or made prisoners. The Austriaii 
regiment of Klebeck lost on this occasion more 
than 1000 men, who were deprived of all bodily 
strength, either to defend themselves, or even to 
fly. After a series of actions for four days, the 
different corps of M. de Quosdanovich's colunms 
were entirely defeated, dispersed, and obliged to 
make their escape as they could, into the moun* 
tains of the Tyrol. Near one half was killed, 
or fell into the hands of the French, who pur- 
chased, however, 4heB% advantages by the loss of 
a great number of men, and of several Generals* 
Delivered from one part of his enemies, and 
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Imvii^ no longer any thing )» fear fyt Us • 
imioediately after tlie irst eileoesses obtained 
ugainst M. de Qilosdaiiovicfa, Boliaparte, teatdng 
only a small body of ^i^oops completely to dri#^ 
tiMt Goneml back tnto Ae T^irol, hnfened hk 
rettrm^ mtjh about 68,000 men, to fo agaioet 
Marshal Wurmser. The latter, after faairai^ 
fMtssed the Midcio, trab adTttocing, With 18^000 
men, to endeavour to leffect a juncttdn with KL 
de QnosdanoTich* 0& the 8d of August, 3ami^ 
parte inet, near Casi^Ubne, the advanced giMcnd 
cf M. de Wurmaer, which had gained a faKght 
advantage on that day, and bad taken 200 or 90Q 
men, and some cpieces of canncb. He instantly 
attacked, with his whole foi^ce, this advanced 
guard, composed of 3000 men, codainanded by 
General Lyptay* This brare General opposeS 
tlie %mest resistance, disputing '&e groiind inch 
by inch, to give time to M. de Wurmser to>come 
to his assistance. The latter, however, not arriv- 
ing, and the French assailing General Lyptay 
on airsides, he found 4t iitipossible to bold oot 
any longer, and came 'fbrward With bis ciffice#s 
t6 surrender themselves to ^the Fretich. 'But a* 
this moment, the latter perceiving at a distance 
the Austrian cavalry coming up on a galldp^re- 
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treated precipitately, to take a fresh position 
< against the near troops who were coming to at- 
tack them, an<i fell back before General Lyptay, 
•who was advancing towards them to lay do^n 
Ins aroQiS. The main body of M« de Wurmser*s 
army ajrrived in the interval; but before it could 
fyrm m jovder of batli.e> Bonaparte attacked it 
mik itnpejtuosity. The Austrians did not give 
WfiV ; feu*, fatigued by a long march, made during 
^tr^eoie heat, AOit being fornned, and engaging 
in ,w JAAcpnp^cited wanner, and without an^ 
determinate ojt^ecjl, agiuns^ an ei^emy .which had 
Ahe adyiantsge Af ground, and .whose dispositions 
^>ere hefoxfi made, aJil tb^t they could do was .to 
A)kainfa|in .thejcnselv^ in the disadvantageous ^po- 
aiUop twhich they QCQupiod. They had tieeo 
Aven jm ihe poiis^ joi being driven ifirom il^ but 
baying {fortunately planted 12 pieces of cannon 
on im €^wQ6nQe;WhiGh supported itbeir le£t, their 
Hre .stopped /the Erench, and prevented them 
fto^n ,panetrjatiog into the (dain which separated 
the .right jand ^the deft >of the Austrians. Bona^ 
pante <wote rword that they lost on this ,day >20 
pieces. of cannon and 7000 men, of whom 4000 
aserecmade prisoners. It may be affirnied, that 
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th6ir whole loss did not exceed £600| and that 
of the French was at least as great 

The two armies passed the night within mus- 
quet shot of each other. They were so over- 
come with fatigue, that they made no movement 
whatever. That which could have had the 
greatest physical strength to attack the other, 
would have been sore of destroying it They 
passed the 4th without coming to blows. The 
French employed it in putting themselves in 
order, and posting themselves advantageously. 
The Austrians, on the other hand, made no new 
disposition, and remained in the bad situation 
in which they had engaged the day before. They 
contented themselves with forming the plan of 
a general attack for the 7th. ^ But Bonaparte 
did not wait for it,^and hastened to take advan- 
tage of the superiority of his force, and the 
faults of his enemies. On the 5th, in the morn- 
ing, he attacked with vigour the whole line of 
the Ausjtrians, whose left he had turned, and 
whose rear was threatened by General Serrurier 
who was coming from the Po with one division. 
The Austrians fought with their usual valour, 
but every advantage was so entirely on the side 
of the French, that victory could not escape 
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them. If they had succeeded in piercing into 
the plain, all had been over with the Austrian 
army. All the officers who were about M. 
de Wurmser pressed him for a long time, io 
vain, to give orders for a retreat, which was. be- 
come indispensable. This brave, but too old 
commander, could not bring himself to decide 
on it The English Colonel Graham had at 
length the good fortune to determine him to it, 
and thus to save the Austrian army from total 
destruction. But the French had already gained 
so many advantages, and the ground was so 
favourable for them, that the retreat could not 
be made without great disorder and loss. It 
cost them near 3000 men in killed, wounded, and 
prisoners, 30 pieces of cannon^ and a great 
number of ammunition waggons. The Aus- 
trians repassed the^Mincio on the same day at 
Valeggio, and encamped near that town. On 
the next and the following days they continued 
their retreat, during which they had to sustain 
many actions, which cost them some hundreds 
of men more, as well as some pieces of cannon* 
They did not stop till they reached the entrance 
into the Tyrol, to which M. de Wurmser brought 
back not much more than half of his army. 
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However, hot^ithstanding tbe disaibters which 
this General experienced, he attained his prm- 
cipal object, which was io reUeve Manfuav 
During, the five or six days that he was in foil 
communicatidn with this city, he had thrown 
into it considerable supplies of provisions and 
Ammunition, recruited the garrison, and again 
enabled this place to resist a long blockade* 

Thus terminated this expiedition, the preipara- 
tions for, and first evients of which, sieemed 
to promise to the Austrians the recovery tif 
the Milanese, The first dispositions made by 
Marshal Wurrtiser were excellent and perfectly 
executed. The reverses which followed may tfe 
ascribed principally to two causes: 1st. To 
the useless diversion which M. de Wurmiser 
caused General Mezaros to make, whose corps 
never fired a shot 2d. To his impradeiice in 
advancing with too small p, force beyond the 
Mincio, though he had every reison to believft 
that M. de Quosdariovich hbd be6n defeMe*. 
If the Marshal, satisfied Veith having in great 
ptLtt accomplished hfs object, by the deliver- 
tince of Mantua, bad, t^esting his left against 
this place, continued behind the Mincio, he 
tnight have defended the passaj^e of this river, 
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1mv0 rep^iyed all the reinigrcemente wbiich hf 
fii;p0ete(j, coUactpd the rjeoigins of Quosdar 
novicb's 0Qrpii» and in a short time bavp formed 
k powerful army, and superior in nuniber to 
that of tlvs Francb. Then be migbt have passed 
the Mincio in force, and' have advanced be? 
yond Ihat river vith adyaatage, and a probar 
biiity of suecess. 

t Bonaparte, mth no lees expeditiQa th^ 
judgment, took advantage of the faults and 
of the separation of the Generals Wunnser 
and Qnpsdanovich, gainei two marches <m the 
fonner, and fell unexpectedly on the corps 
Df libe latt^, which being too much extended, 
WAS easily ^efi^ted and dissipated. The Fuendb 
General executed on this x>cca8ion tiie eame 
manoBu^xe, to which he had before owed, and 
has Oiped since .so much success. He^ was 
also particularly assisted by Ibe presenraJiQa 
af the fort of Pescfaiera, which defends the 
point>of the Ledce of Garda, at Jthe spot froi^ 
whence ^the Mincio issues, a fort which tibe 
Austrians couM not ^t ^pos^ession ;Qf, a^d 
whicb a good deid embarrassed tbeir mQMe"^ 
ments. The acconnts &om Bona|)arte made 
«be loss 4fi the Austrians jaHKwnt, in this ^hor^ 
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but memorable expedition, to 70 pieces of can- 
non, a still greater number of ammunition 
waggons, 6000 men killed or wounded, and 
15|000 made prisoners. This statement was 
exaggerated^ but not so much as many others 
that have been transmitted by this General 
From a particular account, furnished by each 
regiment to General Wurmser, and sent by 
him to the Aulic council of war, but which has 
been known to few, it appears that the Aus- 
trians lost, in these eight days of victories and 
disasters, 17,000 men, of whom 391 were 
officers. The loss of the French, however, 
was not a great deal less ; it certainly amounted 
to 10,000 men, of whom 4000 were made 
prisoners. Their army suffered also cruelly 
from the heat and the forced marches which 
it made, and was in little less disorder than 
that of their enemies. 

Bonaparte was in the course of this expedi- 
tion twice in danger of being taken. The offi- 
cer who commanded the Austrian flotilla on 
the Lake of Garda, having, on the 31st of 
July, defeated that of the French, disembarked 
his toops in the Peninsula of Cermione, and 
placed them in ambuscade on the road from 
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Brescia to Peschiera. His soldiers had orders 
not to fire, and to stop none but such as might 
seem to be of consequence. In the evening 
the Generals Bonaparte and Berthier, with 
their staffs returning from Brescia, passed along 
that roadj preceded by three Hussars. The 
Croats who were in ambuscade, hearing some 
cavalry arrive at a quick rate, sprung on the 
high road and fired on the three Hussars. 
Two of them they killed, but the third hav- 
ing been missed, he turned his horse and gal- 
loped off, crying outi General, save yourself : 
the whole party turned about, fled with pre- 
cipitation, and had the good ^ fortune to escape 
all the shots that were fired at them. They 
returned to Brescia and took another road, 
which obliged them to make a tour of several 
leagues. — On another occasion, Bonaparte was 
within two minutes of being taken by the Aus- 
trian Hussars, at Goito.— It does not appear 
necessary to enter into any detail to prove 
the falsity of the marvellous account sent at 
this time by the French General to the Di- 
rectory. He wrote word, that being at Lonado 
with laOO men, at the moment when 4000 
Austrians were surrounding this town, he sent 
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them an order to lay down their arms, which 
they instantly obeyed. The improbability of 
this event makes, it unneotssaiy to eoteriirto 
*any discuseion about it It was never beard 
of in the Austrian army. 

The remainder of the month of August passed 
away without any event of importance. It 
was spent by the res{)ective armies in recover- 
ing from their fatigues and their lossea. Mar** 
tfhal Wurmser was entirely oocupied in lecmit- 
ing the great diminotion sustained by his army, 
>^idi by the end of August amoufxted to aearJy 
^,000 men. Bonaparte also tieceiired mm 
reinforcements from the ermy of KettermaOt 
He re-constructed the works aeceasaiy for the 
Uockade of Mantua, and employed liimself 
in providing the means 4o secure tbe.accom- 
plisbmei^t of new des^ns. 

£inboldened by the conthiuai triumphs «^ 
theur armies, and -determined .by the neoes^ 
aity of maintaining them at She expense of 
Europe, the Chiefs of the French Republic 
oonceived at ottce the project and the hope 
40 unite on the banks ^f ahe Danube, thto 
tbrte armies of Moreau, Jourdan, amd Bona* 
f^^e, to invade the domiaioas «f the Howe 
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of Austria, to iiniiihilate iu lupremacy over 
Geitniahyi and t^ dispose 6( the destiny and 
riches of that vast country, To realize this 
pfbjecty as i^ish bs it was gigantic, it was ne- 
i^essieiry thdt Bbnaparte ihoiild destroy the l*e^ 
lii^ndi^r of Wurttiger's army, should force thfe 
{>as&tes ttf Ihlb Tytolf and match into Bavaria 
td ferto a junction with Mdreau. More cpn- 
ftde<it| more iat>lfe, and above all, more for^- 
tuAa1!6 tliaft atay of the Republican General^ 
he hasten^ to cbbdur in the execution ^ 
ms plan.^ 

On the 4lfc «f Steptember, he attacked tlie 
whfole lihe of the Austrians, and ivas forttt- 
iMfte enough to forcfe it, after a rfesistance whiA 
*^as pretty vigorous at some points, but weak 
at others. He v^^rote word that he had taken 
6n this occasion, S5 'pieces of cfantaon, 50 
amihuhition waggotas, 7 pair of cfolours, and 

* The French formed the same plan in 1703, and the 
Duke de Vendome, who commanded their army in 
Italy, ifecdved orders to peDetfate through the Tren- 
tiiio into G^many, in order to form a jiincti,oii #ith 
the Elector of Bavaria. But although M. de Ven^ 
dome was very superior in number to the Imperi- 
alists, he was unable to force the deiiles of the Tyrol, 
and^tanced tto fartber^^ti the oity <^ Treat. 
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6500 men. He made himself master of the 
city of Trent, and of a great part of the Duchy 
of that name. 

At the same time that Bonaparte was in* 
tent on penetrating into Germany, Marshal 
Wurmser, being made acquainted with his de- 
sign, had formed that of disconcerting* it by 
a diversion, and a new attempt for the deli- 
very of Mantua. He had calculated that by 
advancing with a part of his army along the 
Brenta, and turning the right flank of the 
French, the latter would not dare to advance 
into the Tyrol, for fear of seeing themselves 
separated from the troops, who were besieging 
Mantua. M. de Wurmser had flattered himself 
that by this manoeuvre, he should perhaps 
accomplish the raising the blockade of that 
place^ and that, at least, be should retain 
Ponaparte in Ital3\ This expedition depend- 
ing for success on the promptitude and pre- 
cision with which it should be executed, and 
being likely to be attended with great fatigues 
and dangers, the Austrian General took with 
him the choicest men of his infantry and ca- 
valry. 

It happened that these twa Generals com- 
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menced their, operations on the same day, and 
the departure of M. de Wurmser facilitated 
greatly, the gaining the battle of Roveredo by 
Bonaparte. The latter learnt, with astonish- 
ment, the march of the Field Marshal; and 
it, in fact, prevented him from pushing far- 
ther into the Tyrol, but, in place ^of falling 
back along the Adige, towards Verona, as 
the Austrian General had no doubt flattered 
himself that he would do, he marched by his 
right towards the valley of the Brenta, and 
set himself in pursuit of the Field Marshal, 
upon the road from Trent to Bessano. In 
this manner, he separated him entirely from 
the rest of his troops, which remained in the 
TyroU and no longer left him any other alter- 
native than that of retreating upon the Upper 
Piave, and into the mountains, or of attempt- 
ing to make his way across the Vicentino 
and the Veronese to Mantua. As the x^vic- 
tualment and relief of that place was the 
principal object which Marshal Wurmser had, 
or could have in view, however great the dif- 
ficulties which presented themselves, in the 
execution of this second alternative, he adopted 
il ; probably flattering himself that his junction 
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igith the garrison of the fortr^ would fima 
a body fttroog enough to enable hiai (o keep 
the field before that place; and that before 
k was reduced to surrender, a new anny, ader 
q«aite to its deliverance, vould be formed in 
the Tyrol 

Bonaparte came up with his rear guard, at 
Primolano, on the 7th pf iepUnnb^jt, and de* 
feated it He inrote that be had taken 10 
pieces of caaaon, .a^d 4000 men, arhieh wai 
far from being true. He continMd his pvfr* 
autt the next iday, aad arriyed at Bassano lat 
the moment that Marshal Wurmser quitted at 
The latter continued his march with jtbe neat- 
est rapidity, gained the adyjuDce upon fionar 
paiM, tray^sed ithe cosiatry ^ Yicenea, passed 
tte Adige, defqartod, on the Mlh, .ttt Ceria, 
the enoBpy*s (U^visaon, (««ihicb ^nar/ded ;that,riy<er, 
took 800 /men, and AsrJvqd, at llast, »kh about 
16^000 men, under ilbe watts ^cf Mantua. 
The French attaoked bkn on the JSth; but 
he .again defeated them, ikilled ja :gireat ^numr 
ber of .men, and took 1 500 peisoners, .with 
10 pieces of cannon. 

The junction of M. de Wurmser, twith Jthe 
garcbon of Mantua, augmented its vmeaos pf 
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nfektunce, in cue of % siege, but dimimsliedy 
itt the aeim pnoporticm^ those vMdi it could 
op|)09e to a blockade, since the number of 
fioouths to foed vsus considerably increased. 
Aix:oi^ngly, M« de Wqrmser Ihou^t less of 
attaekiag itibe etiemy, tbma of procarias the 
greatest pes^ble qisantity of provisions aind 
fprage. With Ah vie^, he made, durii^ the 
teoaiii of October, sei^nal eiccursions in the 
«»vtroins of Mantauu This occasioned seve* 
ral ffligagenMDts, with Tarious success, of which 
the ionly effiept was to straiten the A«istrianSy 
ttiore or less, in their position, without the 
Works of the place ; they were of po import* 
ance in aify ie«her light. 

T^ uti^peoied operation, executed by M. 
4e Ww^ms^er, und the ^fisasters wliioh the French, 
at ^ S9.me time, experienced in Germany, 
obUgefd 'Bonaparte to renounce the design of 
penetraftirfg ^thither, ^e then Hed back the 
gi^ter pan of bis army round Mantua, after 
leaving 'two corpis, one in the Trentino, and 
thib Dther in Friuli, rto observe, and l^ep in 
cbedc,*4te Anstrians in these two 4:ouiitrie6. 

/Fhe month 4>f O^^tober fumiiihed no great 
mijlwvy etedts, hut 4t pfesented political oc. 
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currences of great consequence to the States 
of Italy, and to the farther progress of the 
war in that country. Of two armistices, con- 
cluded in the month of June preceding, be- 
tween the French Republic on one side, and 
the Pope and the King of Naples on the other, 
the former was broken, and the second was 
changed into a treaty of peace. However, it 
made no alteration in the relative situation of 
the Republic and the King of Naples, and 
was, properly speaking, only a continuation of 
the armistice. The King of Naples had been 
induced to conclude it by the solicitation of 
the court of Spain, and by the fear that if 
the English left the Mediterranean, the city 
of Naples would be exposed to the insults of 
the French fleet The treaty of peace secured 
him from this ; and this was the only advan- 
tage which the King of the Two Sicilies reaped 
from that treaty. To the French it was more 
profitable. They detached from the coalition 
the most powerful Prince in Italy, next to 
the Emperor, and had no longer reason to 
apprehend that the King of Naples, who had, 
for three months, been organizing a numerous 
army, would send a large body of troops 
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. . across the Pope^s dominions^ to make a power*^ 
ful diversion in favour of the Austriansi in 
the Duchies of Ferrara and Modena.* 

The Pope had taken advantage of the armis- 
tice, which he had concluded with the French, 
to commence negociations for peace. To ef* 
feet this, he made many advances to the French 
Government ; but the latter was little disposed 
to make peace ^vith a Prince, from whom it 
had nothing to fear, and of whom it * had re- 
solved to make a prey. Unwilling, howev^ 
to incur the odium of peremptorily refusing 
the propositions for peace, made by the Pope, 
the Directory chose rather to elude them, and 
caused proposals for peace to be presented 
to him, at once so burdensome and so hu- 
miliating, that, notwithstanding the invasion of 
his dominions, the dangers he incurred, and 
the weakness of his means of defence, be could 
not resolve to accept them. One is at a loi§s 
which most to wonder at, the despotirai, the 

* The King of Naples bad made very considerable 
military preparations, and had raised his army to near 
80/KX) men. It consists in time of peace of only 
40,000, of which a great part are Swis9. 
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ignorance, or the folly, which dictated the 
thirty three articles proposed by the French 
to a Prince, who had never declared war s^inst 
them ; articles on- which he wis teft no option 
but that of absolute assent or refusal. Never 
did any conqueror- reduce his enemies to such 
extremities. It appears, however, thaU bis Holi- 
ness was only . determined to a refusal, by 
those articles .which concerned his ecclesiasti-' 
cal Jurisdiction; the acceptance of ^which would 
have destroyed the doctrine of his infallibi- 
lity, and the bai^s of his Spiritual Empire. 

The French about the same time be^m to 
realizes their prefect, which bad been long 
known, of forming republics in Italy. 
• They had delayed the execution of this plan^ 
iberely to gain sufficient time to reap the fruits 
of their victories. Thc^y had begun by levy- 
ing exorbitant contributions in the cohquered 
countries, and by completing the supply of 
necessfaries requisite for the mainteuance of 
their army. When they had exhausted all the 
countries occupied by their troops, and had 
drawajrom them, partly by contributions^ and 
partly by the sale of armistices, every thirtg 
which they were capable of furnishifag, they 
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proceeded to mature those seeds of insurrec- 
tion and democracy which they had sown in 
Italy, They excited the people to abjure the 
laws of their country, and to adopt the re- 
volutionary forms of government They took 
tare at first not to call to independence the 
inhabitants of Lombardy, over whom they still 
wished to preserve the most absolute authority. 
They began by causing a revolt amongst the 
subjects of the Duke of Modena, whom they 
did not find sufficiently dependent on them- 
selves, notwithstanding the rigopr of the armis- 
tice which they had granted him. The inha- 
bitants of the town of Reggio wej-e the first 
to set an example of insurrection; this was 
quickly imitated by several towns throughout 
the Duchy of Modena, The troops of the 
Duke were driven out, his agents were de- 
prived of their offices, and his government 
was replaced by a democratic administration. 
Its Chiefs hastened to solicit the support of 
the protectors of the liberties of the people, 
which was immediately granted them; and, 
notwithstanding the neutrality agreed upon with 
the Duke, that Prince was declared, in a short 
V 3 
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time after, to. have lost the confidence of the 
French Republic. 

The example set by the inhabitants of the 
Duchy of Modena, and the certainty of be* 
ing protected by the French, encouraged the 
towns of Bologna and Ferrara to overturn 
their governments, and to put themselves in 
a state of revolution. No time was lost by 
the French in rendering the revolt general,' 
and in drawing from it all the advantages which 
^they had promised themselves. They convinced 
the insurgents of the necessity of taking up 
arms, if they wished to preserve their liberty, 
and pointed out to them how much it was 
their interest to defend those who bad ensured 
it to them. Thus they armed several thou- 
sands of the inhabitants of the revolted coun- 
tries, trained them to the military profession, 
and joined them to their troops* The aim of 
the French was, partly to compensate, by this 
reinforcement, for the excessive diminution which 
their army had sustained in battle and through 
sickness; and to acquire an augmentation of 
forces to resist the new attack prepared by 
the Austrians. The French calculated that the 
fear of again falling into the power of their 
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sovereign, would urge these auxiliaries to make 
the greatest efforts ; who, though not yet inured 
to war, bad the great advantage of being 
proof against the climate. The example of 
the French National Guards, who were be« 
come good troops in a short time, led them 
to suppose, that the habits of a camp, and 
a few engagements, would have the same effect 
upon those of Italy, and would render them 
capable of defending in future their own in- 
dependence. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Tke Austrians assemble a fourth army in 
Friuli and Tyroh under the orders qf 
Xaeutenant'Generals Alvinzyand Davidovkh 
— Position and strettgth qf the French army 
— March of M. d*Alvinzy— Engagement at 
Fonteniva — Success of M. Davidamch on 
the Upper Adige-^Battle of Arcole, and 
retreat of M. d'Alvinzy — New successes of 
M. Davidovich — He is compelled to retire 
to Alia — Causes of the misfortunes of the 
Austrians — Faults, committed by Generals 
Davidovich and Alvinzy — Able conduct of 
Bonaparte. 

W HILE the French were thus spreading 
confusion throughout the northern parts of Italy, 
and were raising up new enemies against the 
Austrians, the latter were collecting the means 
of making a third attempt to rescue Mfintua, 
and to re-conquer the Milanese. All the 
regiments which had suffered in the months of 
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August and September, were reinforced; and 
25,000 fresh troops were sent into the Friujfi 
and the Tyrol. . These different corps found 
tbeni8el\r<es capable of acting by the end of 
October, and b^an to be in motion on the 
31st of the same n^ont^, under the ord^s of 
Lieuteoant-General Alvinzy. This General set 
out from Friuli with 30,000 men, traversed tbp 
Trevisano^ and directed his course towards the 
town of Bassano, situated upon the river Brenta ; 
at the same time that another corps o( about 
20,000 men; commanded by Lieutenant-General 
Davidovich, left the environs of Bof^en, marched 
along the Adige, and bore upon the town of 
Trent The French army was then distributed 
in the following manner : 15,000 men occupied 
the banks of the Brenta; 10,000 defended the 
approach to the town of Trent ; 25,000 
formed or covered the blockade of Mantua, 
where Marshal Wurmser was shut up with 
more than 20,000 men; and 10,000 others, 
either French or Italians, were distributed as 
garrisons in tlie towns of Milan, Bologna, 
Ferrara, and Leghorn. 

In recapitulating the numbers of the respect* 
tive forces, it appears that the Austrians had 
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nearly 70,000 men, and that the French had 
60,000, of which only 50,000 could be brought 
into action** 

On the 3d of November, General Alvinzy 
arrived on the banks of the Brenta, forced 
the passage of that river, and posted himself, 
with lfi,000 men, at Bassano. He placed a 
like number at Fonteniva, under the orders 
of Lieutenant-General Provera, and the rest 
of his army was employed either in covering 
bis left, or in forming his communication with 
M. Davidovich« 

In the night of the 5th, Bonaparte left Vicenza, 
where he had reunited the divisons of his army 
which occupied Ferrara, Legnago, Verona, and 
Montebello, and attacked the corps of General 
Provera on the morning of the 6th. Both sidetf 

* The accuracy of ' this statement may be relied 
upon, both with respect to the numbers of the French 
and Austrians^ and with respect to their position. It- 
was sent to the author, such as he has given it, by 
an Austrian general officer who commanded a corps in 
that expedition. If on this occasion particular stress 
is laid by the author on his authority, it is because 
the Austrians were then, for the first time, superior 
in numbers to the French, and because some reladers 
might perhaps be induced to doubt this from the issue 
JO the expedition. 
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fought with the greatest anitnosity, which 
rendered the combat for a long time doubtful, 
and at the same time excessively bloody. ^4000 
AustrianSi and an equal number of French^ were 
either killed or wounded: one of the French 
Generals, called Lanus, was wounded and 
made prisoner. The Republicans succeeded 
at length in driving back the Austrians beyond 
the Brenta, and in breaking down the bridge 
at Fonteniva. 

Generals Alvinzy and Provera had drawn 
nearer to one another, and were preparing ^ 
to renew the engagement on the 7th, when they 
perceived that the Ifrench had abandoned 
the field of battle. Bonaparte had been induced 
td it, en hearing of the reverses which his 
troops had sustained in the Trentino. They had 
been defeated on the Sd and 3d by General 
Davidovicb, who had taken 1000 prisoners, and 
had made himself master of the town of Trent. 
That General attacked the French again on the 
6th and 7th, routed them after a very smart 
action, killed and wounded SOOO, took 1000 
more prisoners, and pursued the rest as far as 
Rivoli and la Corona.* 

* These two posts are very strong, and have been 
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General Alvinzy, wishing to take advantage of 
the retreat of the French, and of their defeat in 
the Trentino, set out, on the 7th, from the banks 
of the Brenta, continued his march the 8th, and 
took possession of the town of Vicenza, which 
the French had abandoned. On the 9tb and 
10th, he still gained ground, and dislodged the 
enemy from Montd>ello, who retired between 
that town and Verona. On the Uth, an action 
of no consequence took place, with the advanced 
guards. On the 12th, the two artoies found 
themselves in presence of each other, and came 
to action. The French met with some success 
at first, but they did not maintain it, and the 
action terminated in favour of the Austrians, 
who compelled their enemies to £&!! back into 
the town of Verona, The Republican General 
Launay was killed in this affair, and two others 
were wounded. On the 1 3th, General Alvixizy 
made some movements, in order to draw nearer 
to Mr. Davidovich, and to enable himself 
to combine his operations with those of that 

considered as highly important in all the wars of Italy. 
They have always been occupied by the armies which 
bad to defend the entry of the Veronese and the Duchy 
of Mantqa. 
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GeneraL In the night of the ISth, Bonaparte 
filed a large column of troops along the Adige, 
constructed' a bridge of boats over that river, 
at RoncOy and marched towards Villanova. His 
project was to surprize the rear of the Austrian 
at'my, and to carry off the baggage and their 
train of artillery; but he could not succeed 
in this attempt,* having been stopped during his 
march by a corps of the enemy, entrenched in 
the village of Arcole, which is surrounded with 
morasses and canals. This advantageous posi- 
tion was well defended by the Austrian troops 
who occupied it, and maintained by them the 
whole day, against the attacks of almost the 
whole French array. In vain did their Generals 
put themselves at the head of their columns^ 
animate them by their words, and draw them 
on by their example — In vain did General 
Bonaparte harangue his soldiers^, remind them of 
their victory at Lodi, call for the same exertions, 
and promise them the same success — In vain 
did he lead them several times, himself) to the 
attack of the bridge of Areola— -Overpowered 
by a dreadful fire of grape and musquet shol^ 
they were compelled to give up all hopes of 
cavryifig Uie biidgie and viUage of Areola 
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by storm. They were great sofierers m these 
imprudeiit attacks, in which five of their 
Geoerak were killed or wounded.—- WhUe Bona*- 
parle obstinately persisted in re-acting the viSEeir 
of the bridge of Lodi, and sacrificing, without 
advantage to himself, the blood of his Generab 
and soldiers ; a division of his army, which he had 
detached, had crossed the Adige much lower 
down* After having made an extensive circuit 
in order to turn the village of Arcole, it attacked 
that place on a weak point, and made itself 
master of the village in the night, where it took 5 
pieces of cannon and 400 men. General Mas- 
sena, at the same time, obtained a slight 
advantage over a smalls body of Austrians* 

General Alvinzy having advanced with all his 
forces upon the points menaced, promoted the 
views of Bonaparte, who wished to draw him 
towards the Lower Adige, in order to prevent 
bis junction with General Davidovich. The 
approach of the Austrians obliged the French 
to evacuate the village of Arcole, in the night 
of the 14th. In the morning of the 15th, an 
action was commenced, which lasted the whole 
day, without having any decisive or even import- 
ant resjult* It was» however, tif somp advantage 
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to the French. On the following day, the l6th, 
the Austrians attacked the whole lioe of the 
French army. They, at first, compelled the 
centre and right wing of tlie enemy to |ive 
ground, but the French having rallied^ and the 
Austrians being unexpectedly taken in flank, by 
a corps of troops concealed in a wood, and in 
the rear by another column which had turned 
their left, they were put to the rout, driven from 
the village of Arcole, and compelled to retire, in 
disorder, to Bonifacio. 

In the account, given by Bonaparte to the 
Directory, of these three engagements, he 
stated, that he had made between 4000 and 
5000 prisoners, killed and wounded 8000 men, 
and had taken 18 pieces of cannon. He 
concluded his letter with assurances that he 
should be master of Mantua within fifteen days. 
No doubt this estimate of the loss of the Aus- 
trians was es^aggerated ;* their Generals, how- 

* It was impossible to entertain a doubt of this in 
reading the dispatches of General Berthier, chief of the 
staffs which bore the same date as those of Bonaparte. 
The first estimated the loss of the Austrians at 5000 
men made prisoners, and 3000 killed and wounded ; 
while the second made the latter amount to 8000. 
The accounts of these two Generals had already been 
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ever, acknowledged it to have been very consi- 
derable on these three days, and above all, on 
thd last But, at the same time, they asserted, 
that that of the French was not inferior, which 
it is easy ^o believe, when we read, even in the 
very letter of General Bonaparte, that it was, 
in reality, un combat d mort : that 15 of his 
Generals were killed or wounded, and that there 
were none who had not their clothes pierced 
with bullets. . All accounts agree in representing 
these three actions as the most bloody in the 
whole campaign. 

The day after the battle of Arcole, the 
Austrians retired towards Vicenza. They were 
feebly pursued by the French, who did not 
follow their victory, either because it had too 

contradictory, with regard to the defeat of M. d© 
Warmser, in the month of August. Bonaparte wrote 
that he bad taken from 12^000 to lc,000 men, and 
70 pieces of cannon. * Berthier, in a letter equally 
official, written a few days afterwards, fixed the 
number of prisoners at 9000, and that of the cannon 
taken at 45. The last-mentioned General, being chief 
of the staff, must necessarily have been as well in- 
formed on these points, as Bonaparte himself, and 
cannot be suspected of wishing to lessen the eneniy's 
loss. Other examples of the difference in the reports of 
these two Generals could be given. These contradictions 
shew the just measure of Bonaparte's veracity. 
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much weakened them, or op account of the 
reverses which they had sustained on their left 
With a view partly to deprive them of the fruits 
of the victory of Arcole, General Davidovich 
attacked, on the 17th, the French troops left on 
the Upper Adige, under the orders of General 
Vaubois. He defeated them completely, drove 
them from the entrenched heights of Rivoli, and 
siezed the important post of La Chiusa. He 
pursued the Republicans as far as the heights 
of Campara, and took from them . 1 1 pieces of 
cannon and £000 men, amongst whom were the 
Generals La Valete, and Fiorella. M. Davido« 
irich, on the day following, (the 18th) again 
attacked the French, with equal success, and 
although they had been reinforced during the 
night, repulsed them as far as Peschiera, and 
advanced to Castelnuovo. 

These two advantages, obtained one after the 
oth^, by M. Davidovich, were so much the more 
important as they placed that General on the rear 
of Bonaparte's army, as well as on that of the 
troops who blockaded Mantua. M. Davidovich 
was now within a few leagues of that place, ai^d 
tp^ enable him to arrive there, he had neither any 
river to pass, nor any considerable defile to force. 
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The Austrians had not yet been.80 near raising 
the blockade of Mantua, and they had reason to 
hope that they should accomplish it 

Alarmed at the successes of General Davido* 
Tich, and foreseeing the whole extent of those 
consequences which might arise from them^ 
Bonaparte had no hesitation in renouncing the 
advantages which might have been derived from 
the victory of Arcole. He marched immediately 
on his left with two divisions of his army, joined 
them to that of General Vaubois, and attacked, 
on the 81st, General Davidovich, on the heights 
of Campara. The latter, finding himself very 
inferior in number, did not attempt to make any 
great resistance, and retreated towards Rivoli, 
and from thence towards Dolce, Peri, and Alia* 
A corps of 4000 men, commanded by General 
Augereau, had marched from Verona, with the 
intention of advancing directly against Borghetto 
add Alia, with a view of cutting off the retreat of 
Davidovich's corps ; but it was stopped, the whole 
of the 21st, and the night following, by a small 
corps of 800 men, commanded by Colonel 
Lpsignan, who kept it in check till M. Davido- 
vich had arrived at Alia with the whole artillery 
and baggage. Bonaparte, nevertheless, wrote 
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word that he had taken in this affkir 1500 men^ 
with two trains of pontoons, besides baggage. 
From the most authentic information, it may b^ 
asserted, that he did not take near so great a 
number of men, and affirmed, with equal confi- 
dence, what Bonaparte took care not to publish, 
which is, that between the 4th and 21st of 
November, the corps of M. Davidovich alone 
took 22 pieces of cannon, and more than 4000 
men, and that he did not lose, in the same space 
of time, more than 1800 men, and 3 pieces of 
cannon. 

In looking for the causes which produced the 
failure of this expedition, we perceive that we 
must again attribute the disasters of the Austrians^ 
to the division of their forces, and to the too 
great extent of their front of attack. It is 
probable, that if, after the battle of Bassano, M. 
d'Alvinzy had drawn nearer to M. Davidovich, 
these two Generals, united, and superior in 
numbers to the French, would have been enabled 
t^ repulse them beyond the Adige, and afterwards 
beyond the Mincio. This fault is, after all, not 
the only cause of the isnie of this enterprize. The 
best informed officers of the Austrian army in 

VOL. I. X 
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Italy attribute it principally to two things: fint^ 
to the inaction in which Oaneral DavidoYich 
remained from the 9th to the 17th of November ; 
an inaction which cannot be justified, and which 
p&mitted Bonaparte to direct almost his whol< 
force against M. d'Alviozy. Secondly, to the 
refusal of the kttter General to form a junction, 
by a fi3rced march in the nighty with M. Davido^ 
vich, who was already on the other side of tfae 
Adige, near Rivoli ; a junction, which would, 
wkhottt doubt, have overthrown the few obstacles 
which existed from thence to Mantua* The 
condiict of Generals Davidoviclt and Alvinzy, 
on thiiS occasion, whiqh seems to have arisen 
catber from want of inclination, than of capacity, 
WAS so much the more unskilful, if it was not 
Qulp^ble^ as the first successes had removed the 
principt^l difficulties ; and as, being superior in 
fprce, they no longer wanted any thing but some 
d^ree of mutual understanding, and some 
Vtivity to ddiver Mantua, an cAject for which 
t^ f;mperqr had entrusted them with near 50,000 
n^^n, and employed all his military resources. 

Bonaparte, duriipig the fifteen days which this 
expedition la^jted, acted as hehadiavariaUy done 
from the commencement of the campaign* He 
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exerted himself constantly, to prevenl; the two 
corps of his enemy from forming a junction; 
advanced, like lightning, jtbtilietimes against the 
oae^ sometimes a^nst the other, always attacking 
their weakest poki^ and pushing his successes 
as far^ aiHl with as raueh vivacity bs possible. In 
this manner, although he hteid^ upon the whole, 
fewdr men their the Austrian generats, he 
fooMJi hidftiielf, when opposed to either of them 
separately, equal, and sometimes even superior 
m number* The frequenoji^ of his attacks, and 
the bravery of his troops, secured the success 
of thifr manoeuvre^ and gave him the victory. 
It must likewise be added, that tbe Austrian^ 
were, as it appears, as ill-informed of Bonaparte's 
movements, as he was* well-irifdrmed df theii'ar; 
or that, if they were riot ignoratit of theto, they* 
neglected to take advantage of those moments, 
in which, for the purpose of advancing" 
in mass at one single pointy he left others' 
unprotected. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Position of Peri re-taken and again lost by 
M. Damdovich — Sorties of the garrison of 
Mantua — Inaction and position of the re- 
spective armies — Mission of Creneral Clarke 
— Exhausted state of Lomhardy — New bur- 
thens imposed by the French— Discontent 
excited in consequence — Cispadan Convention 
— Preparations for war made by the Pope 
— New sorties of Marshal Wurmser — The 
French take possession of the Venetian ci- 
tadel of Bergamo. 

vFENERALd'Alvinzy having made some move- 
ments to draw nearer to the city of Verona, the 
French, who had reason to apprehend being 
taken in flank by that General, did not dare to 
run the risque of maintaiiiing themselves in the 
position of Peri. They quitted it on the 22d of 
November, and on the same day M. Davidovich 
took possession of it a second time with his ad- 
vanced guard ; he did not, however, keep it long, 
and was forced to abandon it three days after- 
wards, M. d'Alvinzy not having continued to 
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advance, and the French having taken measures 
to secure themselves from that General. 

While Generals Davidovich and d'Alvinzy 
yielded to the talents and fortune of Bonaparte, 
Marshal Wurmser made several sorties from 
Mantua, to make a diversion in their favour, as 
well as to procure subsistence and forage. He 
made an attack, with almost his whole force, on 
the 19th and 23d of November, on St. Antoine 
and la FwooritCy drove in the enemy's picquets^ 
and had the good fortune to introduce into Man- 
tua a considerable quantity' of provisions. These 
enabled him to prolong still farther his defence. 

The successes of M. Davidovich between the 
4th and 17th of November, having in some de- 
gree made amends for the disasters which M. 
d'Alvinzy had experienced during the same in- 
terval ; and their army being still, in spite of its 
losses, more numerous than that of the French 
it was supposed that these Generals would 
quickly recommence offensive operations. But 
whether they proposed waiting for new rein- 
forcements, whether they knew that the last 
sorties of Marshal Wurmser secured for a long 
time, still to come, the subsistence of Mantua, 
or whether they were restrained by superior 
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pcderp» tliey ondertpolc nothing 4t|riRg U)f HMWtb 
of Noveiqber. Th^ bad pea^ion came on, w4 
oblige^ them to paaa likewise ^ month of De- 
cember in' complete inaction, i^ncl in |he sf^me 
position which they occupied at the fend of 
the preceding month* Their t^rmies formed a 
9^ipicircle from th^ Lake pf Gavda, as far as 
Monceleze, beyq^d th^ Piavego, occupying 
Arco, Alia, Qaasano, Yiceqzs^, and Badua. The 
head quarters pf M. d'Alvii^y were M BaiMiaM^ 
ftn^ those of M* Pavidc^vi^h <^t AlU* 

The jpr^ach a.it ni^ wfts iia completely iaaotife^ 
and remained sq for ^t l^png e^ tioii^, aa the Aos*. 
tris^nfi 8^^d for th« s^o^ rea$oii& The line which 
it 9€cupi€4 ext$f^4 from the Lake of Cbrda^ 
to Lfgnago, pas&io^ through. Rivoli^ Verona, aii4 
Moateli)elk). This ap»w compmed between the 
4vstri^, aiid ^re^cb a^mim was occupied by 
their ^d(v^wed gnatda. 

Qe»exik d^Alyin:^, aftec haviug fij^ed the posi^ 
t¥f% hv4 tto cantonments q£ hb: army, vtal^ 
sitf tl^ end o| ]^<>«««njbeii to, Allai to concert 
n}^s%^ ti^e- iHitih M. Ikvidioyich, mnd la 
m^ke ^n;^g^;«^^j&i^ nektava to th», fbture siihit 
%^^9^ ^n4 ^m^HfM ^ l^ifi. army. At. tbei 
s^^ t^e, Bo^M^pMt* sel off ft^r Milan, wi«h a 
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view of meeting in that place General Clarke, 
ifhom the Executive Directory were sending to 
Vibnna, with proposals of a separate peace. 
The stay Which the latter made at Milan, and 
the reciprocal inactivity in which the two armies 
r^tbtilined during this interval, occasioned it to 
be pretty generally believed, that General Clarke 
had mad^ known the object Of his mission to 
G^nirak Bonaparte and d'Alvinzy, and had en- 
gaged them to suspend, provisionally, aU hosti- 
lities^ tilt th6 issue of his negociation. The 
tranquillity iiirhich the armies enjoyed, was more 
owing ill reality to the rigour of the season, the 
mposabitity of acting in the mountains . of 
Ty'rol, And tb the expectation of reinforcements 
6n both i^des. With respect to General Clarke's 
mission, it proved, in the sequel, as short as it 
wai3 inefectual; thie court of Vienna havjng re- 
jected tBe proposals, and even refused to admit 
die pftftenkCe of that Iriish negociator. 

B6M]Mrte. Was d«tatned at l^ilan, till the 
middle of December, as well by a sore in bis 
le§, as by afikirs relative to the subsistence of 
his amiy. It nt^s ih want of many articles of 
clothing and equipment. The administrators 
of provbions likewise knew no( in what manner 
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to supply the consumption of the army. The 
contributions were found to be dissipated, and 
Lombardy was exhausted by two successive re- 
quisitions. The particular extprtions of the 
Generals and the CoQimissioners, had com- 
pleted the ruin of that fertile and not long be- 
fore flourishing country. The Commissioners 
of the executive power^ Salif^etti, and his ne' 
phew Bonaparte, had acquired immense riches^ 
and had set the example of pillage. They had 
been too well imitated by the other Generals, 
who had shared amongst them the spoils of Italy. 
The plunder of that country was the only 
point on which Bonaparte was in agreement with 
the Generals under his orders. These last, in- 
cijtqd and headd by Berthier,* w hose taleqts 
find advice had not a little contributed to the 
triumphs of Bonaparte, displayed, during this 
interval of military stagnation, the greatest dis- 
content against that General. Their complaints 
were principjE^Uy directed against the in^perious 

* This General is the son of the late first clerk of 
the war oiBce^ and of the repository of plans at Ver- 
sailles. He owes his military fortune to Marshal de 
Broglio, to whom he was Aide-de-Camp in 1789, when 
the Marshal commanded the army assembled roUDJ 
]Paris» 
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character of that young man, and against the 
indiffer^ice with which he had lavished, during 
the whole campaign, the blood of his Generals 
and his soldiers. The rumour of these dissen- 
sions having reached France, the Directory, 
dreading the consequences which might result 
from «them, took measures for suppressing them* 
It obliged Bonaparte and Berthier . to write two 
letters, in which they disavowed all motives of 
division, which were said to exist between them. 
The injunctidn of the Directors, the supreme 
authority of Bonaparte, and the military events 
which followed, kept within bounds the spirit of 
jealousy and hatred, which animated the Chiefs 
of the French army. 

Its wants were so pressing, and the French 
Government was so little in a condition to sup- 
ply them of itself, that, however exhausted Lom 
bardy might be, Bonaparte was obliged to 
demand from it new sacrifices. He convoked 
at Milan, in the beginning of December, a ge- 
neral assembly qf the nobility and clergy of the 
Duchy, and imposed on the inhabitants a new 
eontribution of 5,000,000 of French livres, and 
a levy of 25,000 . men. These two demands, 
which the presence of their conquerors pre- 
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rented the Milanese IrMa fefiisittg ptiremp., 
torilyi excited an uDiversd discontentt ind there 
WM every prMpeet that the execiitioit of tbeni 
would be attended witii the greatest diffi* 
cttlty. Bonaparte did not find more good-will 
in the inhabitants of Ferrara, Boldgna^ and 
Lodii on which he likewise laid proportionate 
eootributions, and the inbabitanls of which it 
was his intention to subject to milittry ser-^ 
vicew The city of Lodi distinguished itself i 
second time, by a vigorous opposition to the 
eonquerora of the Milanese. It was accord* 
iogly placed in a^ state of siege^ that is to 
say, it was delivered up to the discretion of 
the Republican Generals* 

At the same time that Bonaparte Uftk Aese 
rigorous measures to maintain and augMiftdS his 
army, he employed himself also' in* extiendingand 
eonsoUdttting the revolt of the inhaUKittifs at iM 
Duchies' of Modena, Ferrara, and'fidlcigiM. He 
assembled, m the town eH I^oddAai a. kind 6i 
fedfeml c0nveiKton;.compose<¥oAne£tr^«nebaa^ 
dted cfeputies, charged witty tfttfdllce'^lf «MMi^ 
tutingtheCispadto Republic; tod> OM^tdli&l 
arming the greaHsst number of tf^n^ t&ey ctMlc> 
for the pari^we of reinforeicfg'^e FreMU mtfi/l 
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AU tki« inhabitants of the cities And counties of 
||oden|^ BeggiOt Ferrara, and Bologna, frott 
ft^teon to fifty y^ars of age, received orders to 
araip under paini io case of disobedience, of being 
CMuMered as enemies of their country and the 
public good. This confederation adopted the 
fom% aa well as the principles, of the National 
Convention of Franca It formed also commit tees 
Qf puhlic safety^ and of general security^ and 
employed all therevolutipnary means of its model. 
Tia« Pope, in refusing to accede to the condi* 
tiona which the Fr^cfa goTernmeot wished to iai*« 
posci on bin, had not been blind to the dangers 
to which he ^posed himself* He was not ig« . 
Aorant that the French, bad resolved, if not to 
aiMiibilatc^ at least greatly to circumscribe hia 
sfttritnal and temporal po^er, and that they 
woald laake the utmost effcNrts toi penetrate 
fwther iato bis dominions^ to plunder and to^ 
renpolubioniae tbein. Being conscious ^at he 
had done every thii^ to aUay the storm, which 
depended upon him, either in tlie character 
of a Prince, or of Head of the Church, he 
now thpu^t only of ejuploying all the means. 
ia hii power to defend bis existence in these 
two respects. Being no longer able to reckon^ 
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at least ostensibly, on the succour of the 
King of Naples, and having reason to doubt 
the sincerity of the intercession of the court 
of Spain in his favour, »he connected himself 
more closely with that of Vienna, and united 
his destiny with that of the latter power. He 
augmented his army, and placed it on a war 
establishment,* and sought for extraordinary 
means of defence in the affection of his sub- 
jects towards him, and in their hatred to the 
French. He exhorted all the inhabitants of 
the territories of the Church to arm : and to 
induce them to do so, neglected neither pro- 
mises, nor privileges, nor rewards. 

He was well seconded by the zeal and patriot* 
ism of the higher ranks, and the opulent peo- 
ple. They readily employed their money and 
their influence in raising several corps of vo* 
lunteers. The Princes of Colonna and Bor- 
gbese, each raised a regiment at their own ex« 

* The troops of the Pope, whatever ridicule be at- 
tached to their name, would not be contemptible if 
they had good officers. They are well kept, and 
have good pay. They were engaged with the French 
in an affair very honourable for them, though un- 
fortunate, since they had never seen fire, and had 
to do with the most experienced troops in Europe. 
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pense. The States of the Church assumed 
all at once a military aspect, and their head, 
after having shewn himself worthy of his spi- 
ritual elevation, by his wisdom and his attach- 
ment to principles, did himself no less credit 
as a Sovereign, by his courage and his re- 
solution. On the SOth of December, he or- 
dered a body of troops to march to Faenza,* 
and took measures that it should amount in 
a short time to S0,000 men. He gave the 
command of it to General Colli, formerly the 
commander of the King of Sardinians troops. 

The inaction of Genersds d'Alvinzy and Da- 
vidoyich, not allowing Marshal Wurmser to 
hope for a speedy deliverance, he was again 
obliged to rely on himsslf for providing means 
for the subsistence of the garrison, and the 
inhabitants of Mantua. He made several sor- 
ties during the month of December, Those 

* It was near this town, situated on the Flami- 
nian way, that historians pretend the famous trium- 
virate was formed. It was likewise in this town, called 
by some Fayenza, that the earthen-ware, known by 
the name ot Fayence, was invented. Raphael, Julio 
Romano, and Titian, did not disdain to employ their 
pencils in painting some of these earthen vessels. 
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of the 1 lib and 14th w(ere the mMt 8uecMa>« 
foL His tfoops got possession of some hoati» 
loaded with provision and ammnnition destined 
for the French ara^« This reMoree^ joined 
to some thousands- of horses whicb were in 
the places delayed for some time liie necessity 
of a surrender. 

Bonaparte quitted Milan on the I6ijh, aasd 
proceeded to Verona. Hbe^ army haxf been 
considerably reinfor-ced^ paAly by old tredpf 
firom France, aind partly^ by some thon^afidif 
raiffid in the insurgent countries. He hai^ 
besides^ received from Piedtnonfe a ttain of 
battering' afl^Uery, and i« was" supposed^ thal^ 
wesry of waiting till fieunine might s^bdo!!^ 
l^antua^ he had d^tennined again to beinegtf 
it in fbnn ; but the certainty of having shortly 
to sustain another attach on the part of ths^ 
AuBtcianSr prevented him fronv tliinking of tiii9 
enterprize, and he felt that the real mode of 
reducing Mantua^ was to be' again victbrious. 
He neglected no mean^ to become so ; he vi- 
sited the principal posts of his^ artny^ and^ 
madte dispositions to be prepared for every 
event He gave at the same time a fr^ 
^ proof of the little respect he paid to neutral 
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powinr9, by bideripg a body of troops snd^ . 
di^^ly ^ e^ev tb^ Vwetja^ qitadel of Ber^ 
gapo, whicb commands the city of that Qame^ 
T<> QoUmr tbi$ vidatioa of neutrality, be wrote 
to the Directory, that be had been determioed 
t((> tUa. iQeiiMiri^ by the un&ii^Bdly dispositioa 
Qf tbet inhabitvint^ of Uus prayin€e towards the 
Frewch,; %ni to prevemt the enemy's parties 
iEQin diabirbipg tbe commumcation between 
4ke Adigp aidd. tbe Adda. Many of his sol* 
4ier0> be ai^i^t had been assassinated by the 
people of tbe country) who &voored as much 
as possible the escape of the Ausceian prisoners. 
On the ISudi ol Decemfaer, General Loudon^ 
(^oqibew q£ thoj fiimous Eidd Marshal of that 
QMQe) whp cQmmanded the right wing of Da^ 
liidavich's army, reconnoitred beyond the Lake 
of Gmrda, and pushed forward as far as the 
town of: Brescia. He met only some of the 
enemy^s vedettes^ whom betook. At the. same 
time^ General d'Alvinxy detadied a body of 
tra(Bfis from the left, wing of his army, which 
pass^dvthe Adige, at Boara, and directed its march 
towards the Dachies of Ferrara and Bologna^ 
where 'the French were reinforcing themselves. 
The object of the Austrians, in making these 
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fnovements on their right and left^ was to 
draw the attention of the enemy to them, and 
to induce them to weaken their centre. The 
march of General Loudon towards Brescia and 
Bergamo, was calculated to persuade the French 
that the Austrian^ intended to carry the war 
to the coi^ntry between the Adige and the 
OgliOy as Prince Eugene had done in 1705* 
The object of sending a body of troops into 
the countries of Rovigo and Bologna, was to 
cover the territories of the Pope, to facili- 
tate the junction of his troops with the Aus- 
trians, and to oblige the French to place a 
large part of their force at this point These 
preparatory dispositions for the attack, medi- 
tated, by the Austrian Generals, had in part 
the effect which they promised themselvea from 
them. Bonaparte reinforced his posts, as well 
in the Brescian as on the Lower Adige. He 
was not, however, deceived as to the real in- 
tentions of the Austrians. It was easy for 
him to judge that they had no other object 
in view, but the deliverance of Mantua; he 
therefore took his measures, so as to be en- 
abled, when necessary, . to reunite against them 
the greater part of his forces. 
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CHAPTER VL 

The Austrians /arm a fifih army — Distress 
of MafUua — Sortie of Marshal Wurmser; 
and escape of the English Colonel Oraham 
^^March and success of General Provera 
— Battle of St. Michael^ before Verona — 
March and success of M. d' Almnzy — Con^ 
plete defeat of the Austrians at RivoU and 
CoronOf^-^Bonaparte returns with reinforce^' 
mefUs to the blockade of Mantua — M. de 
Provera arrives before this place-^Sis rear 
guard are taken prisoners-^His failure Ae- 
fore the suburb of St. George — fte is taken 
with his whole corps — Observations on the 
causes of these events — Loss of the Aus'- 
trians and the French. 

JL HE Austrians had employed the end of 
November and the month of December in 
forming a fifth army. All the regiments bad 
been completed; and General Frolich had 
joined M. Davidovich with about 6000 me^u 

VOL. I. Y 
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By the end of December, the Austrian army 
was as strong as it had been before the ex- 
pedition in the month of November;^ and no 
exertions or expense had been spared to en- 
able it to renew the campaign with advan- 
tage. The Generals were informed Qf the 
distress the city of Mantua experienced : 
they knew that the garri»on was altogeliier in 
want of many necoMary articlea of subsist- 
ence, and was diminished by sickness and by 
set^ice. In order to give himself time to wait 
the effect of the expedition which was pre- 
paring, Marshal Wurmser bkid made, on the 
29th of December, a very vigorous sortie. 
He bad killed and takw prisoners a great 
many men : but this bad been more brilliant 
than useftil, tlie environs of Mantua being so 
exhausted of provisions, tlmt the garrison could 
bring but a small quantity into the place. 
Its critical situation did not allow General 
d'Alvinzy to remain any longer in a state of 
inaction ; and he kept himself in readiness to 
renew the campaign as soon as the season 
^ would admit of it The necessity of hasten* 
ing appeared more pressii^ on the arrival of 
the English Colonel Graham at head quarters. 
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This officer, who exercised with the army of 
Italy, the same functions which Colonel Crau^ 
furd did with that of Germany, had followed 
Marshal Wurmser in all his expeditions, and 
had shut himself up with him in Mantsnu Ttm 
great importance of the Austrian Generals' be* 
ing exactly informed of the state of the garr 
rison, determined Colonel Graham to take 
on himself the charge of carrying this inform* 
ution t6 them. He acquitted himself with 
address and good fortune, in this hazardous 
Gommisiuon. He left the city, in disguiite, oa 
the night of the 2&th of December, and after 
having escaped the vigilance of the Frendi 
|>atrols, arrived on the 4th of January, at 
the head quarters of the Austrians* M. d'Al- 
vinzy received from him precise informatioa 
of all that related to the city of Mantua 
and its garrison. He learned, that whatever 
might be the ceconomy in the consumption 
of the subsistence, it would be entirely ex* 
hausted by the ^nd of January. These ac*- 
counts did not admit of his losing a moment; 
and it was resolved to execute instantly the 
projected operations* 
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The Austrian army at that time amounted 
to near 50,000 men. About 10,000 were be- 
fore Padua, under the orders of Lieutenant-* 
General Provera ; nearly 10,000 were at Bas- 
saDO, about half way between M* de.Provem 
and M. tf Alvinzy, who was in the Tyrol with 
more than 25,000 men. It was resolved that 
General Provera should begin the attack on 
the Lower Adige, while the centre corps should 
advance in . force against Verona, and that 
the grand army should put itself in motion in 
the Tyrol. The French army, notwithstand- 
ing ail the reinforcements which it had re- 
ceived, did not exceed 40,000 men. £very 
probability was in favour of the Austrians. 
- On the 7th of January, the corps of M. 
' de Provera left the neighbourhood of Padua, 
directing itself against Porto Legnago. On 
the Stb, he met the French, attacked and 
jdefeated them, though they made a vigorous 
resistances He took from them the posts of 
Casella, Meclara, and San Salvaro ; and forced 
them to retire to Bevilaqua. The enemy, hav- 
ing been reinfprced, endeavoured to recover 
the ground which they had lost, but failed, 
and were again driven back to Bevilaqua; 
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nor could they sustain themselves there, but 
fell back on Porto Legnago^ where General 
Augereau was, who defended the Lower Adige 
with 10,000 men. Of the two French Gene* 
rals Stever and Comus, the first was killed^ 
and the second wounded and made prisoner, 
on this occasion, in which the Vienna Vo- 
lunteers^ who had lalety joined the army, par- 
ticularly distinguished themselves. On the day 
following, the 9th, the Austrians pursued their 
advantages, again attacked the French, and 
with the same success as the day before* 
They forced them from the villages of St. 
Zenon, Menerba, and Bosto^ and drove them 
as far as Bonavigo, and Porto Legnago, after 
having taken 300 prisoners and 3 pieces of 
cannon. These successes brought M. de Pro- 
vera to the banks of the Adige, the passage of 
which he must necessarily force to be enabled- 
to get to Mantua. 

Bonaparte was at Bologna, when he was 
informed (on the evening of the 10th of 
January) of the march and success of M. 
de Provera. Not doubting but that all the 
rest of the Austrian army was at the same 
time in motion, he renounced for the moment 
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the aflaire which had called him to Bologna.* 
After having caused 8000 men, who were 
with hito in that city, to march immediately 
towards the Adige, he proceeded, himself, first 
to the blockade of Mantua, and then to Ve- 
rona. He reached this city in the morning 
of the }8tb, at the moment when the division 
of General Massena, who commanded there, 
was engaged with a part of the Austrian 
colutin that had come from Bassano. This 
corps, whose destination was to alarm the 
enemy on his centre, and to keep in check 
there a part of his forces, had overthown 
the advanced guard of Massena, and had 
driven it under Verona. That General then 
marched out of the town, with all the troops 
that be had with him, and met the Austrians 
at the village of St. Michael. A very brisk 

* He had marched into that town to intimidate tke 
Pope^ and to induce him to sue for peace. He bad 
also in view to engage^ or rather to force the Grand 
Duke of Tuscany to pay 2,000,000 of livres to the 
Republic^ to indemnify it for the tromble and expense 
it had incurred by defending the port of Lighom 
against the English. Bonaparte renewed his demand 
after the defeat of the Austrians, and the Grand Duke 
thought it not prudent to lefine it. 
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action ensued, which was not decisively favour-* 
able to either party. The Austrians attained 
their double object, which was to occupy Ge<- 
neral Massena at this point, and then to fa* 
vour the march of a part of the Corps from 
BassaoO) which was going to reinforce M. 
d'Alvinzy^ in the valley of the Adigep The 
French claimed the honour of victory in this 
action^ and said, that they had taken 600 
men and 3 pieces of cannon* They did not 
add, that they had lost an equal number of 
men and 4 pieces of cannon* After this affair^ 
the Austrians marched back towards the moun- 
tains^ and the French resumed their position 
before Verona. 

While the Austrians were thus engaging the 
right and centre of the French^ to draw their 
attention and their force to those points, Ge* 
neral d'Alvinzy commanded the principal attack 
on the Upper Adige^ He marched on the 
11th to Montebaldo; and on the ISth made 
an attack on the head of the French line. 
The Austrians drove them from some entrench- 
ments, but could not make themselves masters 
of the redoubts of Corona, which could not 
be attacked in front. They turned them on 
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the ISth, and succeeded ia driving the ene* 
my out of them, taking near 1000 prisoners^ 
General Joubert, who commanded the French 
in these parts, fell back from Corona on Ri« 
voli, which was by nature, as well as by the 
works which the French had raised, the 
strongest point of their position on the Upper 
Adige. 

Bonaparte was as yet ignorant what were 
the real projects of the Austrians. They had 
attacked at the same time the right, the cen*^ 
tre, and the left of his line; and had shewn 
on these three points forces nearly equal* 
Their movements had been till then well com^ 
bined and executed. Bonaparte, uncertain 
against which point the Austrians would direct 
their greatest force, had not yet ventured to 
weaken any part of his line, and had remained 
in the centre, at Verona, that he might be ready 
to march with reinforcements, either to the right, 
or to the left, as circumstances might require. 
On the J 3th, at night, he learned at the same 
time, that General Provera had forced^ the pas- 
sage of the Adige, and that General Joubert had 
been driven from Corona^ These two checks^ 
experienced at once by both wii^s, were calcu- 
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kted to increase Bonaparte's embarrassments, 
and to double his uncertainty with respect to the 
direction of the disposable troops which he had 
with him; but the report of the spies, and the 
considerable force which the Austrians had filed 
off towards Corona, left him, no doubt of their 
designs, and convinced him, that it was on the 
Upper Adige that they intended to make their 
principal efforts. 

In consequence, he instantly ordered the di- 
vision of General Massena to set out from 
Verona for Rivoli ; sent directions to a corps 
which was at Desenzano to proceed to the 
same point; and after having given instruc- 
tions for the measures to be taken op his 
centre and his right, went post himself, with 
his whole staff, to Rivoli, where he arrived in 
the middle of the night He immediately con- 
sidered how he should recover the important 
post of St Marco, which is the key of the 
valley of the Adige; a post of which the 
Austrians had a few hours before obtained 
possession* 

General d'Alvinzy, who had concerted every 
thing to make a general attack on the day 
following, passed this same night in making 
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preparatory dispositions for it He hud not 
supposed that Bonaparte could hare had time 
to reach Rivoli with reinforcements; and he* 
lieving that he should have to do only with 
the division of General Joubert^ he had con* 
ceived the project of turning it, and the hope 
of cutting it off. The French occupied the 
semicircle of mountains which surround the 
village and the valley of Rivoli, at the foot 
of which runs the Adige. M. d'Alvinzy's plan 
was to turn this position, by placing, a column 
behind it, which should cut off the road from 
Rivoli to Peschiera and Castelnoovo, and 
should at the same time prevent General Jou* 
bert from receiving reinforcementSy and from 
effecting his retreat This General was to be 
attacked at the same time vigorously in front; 
and M. d'Alvinzy flattered himself that he should 
thus enclose him between superior forces, and 
break down, in one day, the principal barrier 
between him and Mantua. According to this 
plan, he had detached a corps of 4000 in- 
fantry, which was to take a position oo the 
14th, in the rear of General loub^. 

As soon as &e French attacked, at four itt 
the morning, the advanced posts of the Ans^ 

s 
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trians, and retook that of St. Marco, M. 
d'Alvinzy perceived that he had been anti** 
cipated, and that, contrary to his expectations, 
the French had been reinforced. All his dis- 
positions, however, having been made, and in 
part executed, he was obliged to make up 
his mind to engage in the position in which 
he had placed his army, although it ceased 
to be so advantageous, since the enemy had 
received such reinforcements. The battle be- 
gan warmly at about five o'clock in the morn- 
ing. The Austrians vigorously attacked the 
left of the French, made it give way, and 
drove it from height to height. After having 
forced it entirely out of the line, they pro- 
ceeded against the centre, which they likewise 
made fall back, which movement the right also 
followed. Bonaparte, seeing himself on the 
point of being completely defeated, ordered a 
brigade of reserve to march to the centre, 
the defence of which be entrusted to Gene*- 
ral Bertbier, and went himself to the left, 
which was loMng ground every minute. At 
this moment, so critical for the French, Gene- 
ml Massena appeared with the division which 
wBt coming from Verona. Bonaparte instantly 
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ordered it to bis left, which, being reinforced 
and rallying, renewed the attack against the 
Austrian^ and after an obstinate engagement^ 
retook a part of the posts which it had lost. 
While matters were in this situation on the 
right of the Austrians, their centre and left 
gained fresh advantages over the enemy, and, 
after having carried several entrgichments, 
reached Rivoli, the principal position where 
the enemy had reunited almost all their forces 
and their artillery. At the moment when they 
g^ned possession of the strongest posts of this 
position, the column which had beea detached 
to turn it, appeared at a distance, on the 
heights behind the French. This moment 
seemed likely to be decisive in favour of the 
Austrians, and would undoubtedly have been 
so, if, while that column took the enemy in 
the rear, the rest of the Austrian army had 
reunited, and had made a vigorous attack in 
front ; but the main army remained divided 
into three columns, which endeavoured sepa- 
rately to make themselves masters of aU the 
heights, in order to surround the French. This 
enabled the latter to place themselves in force 
between these columns, and to take them in flank. 
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Till that time, the battle was entirely in favour 
of the Austrians, and every thing seemed to 
* promise them a complete triumph. However 
distressing Bonaparte's situation might be, he 
did not despair of victory. He judged that it 
was possible to tiirn the dispositions made by 
the Austrians against themselves, and that what 
seemed likely to effect his ruin, might, on the 
contrary, produce that of his enemy. He sAw, 
that if he could succeed in retaking Rivoli, tlie 
column which had turned him, being thus insu- 
lated, would itself be cut off and lost In con- 
sequence, sending a brigade to keep diis column 
in check, he rallied, reanimated, and led his 
troops again to attack the corps which had taken 
Rivoli, and recovered that precious post As 
the possession of it must decide the day, the 
Austrians returned to the charge, and made 
such vast efforts that they again took this posi-, 
tion. Bonaparte, knowing that it could not be 
left in their hands without his being exposed 
to complete ruin, united his whole forces, and 
inade new dispositions. He sent General Ber- 
thier, with all the cavalry, to charge the enemy 
in the plain, and marched himself against the 
heights so long disputed. These two attacks^ 
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made with concert and fury, had the greatest 
success. General Joubert retook Rivoli; and 
at the same moment General Massena, who 
had gained the right of the Austrians, taking 
them briskly in flank, threw them into disorder, 
and decided their defeat They retreated in 
great confusion towards Corona* 

Bonaparte, victorious in front, was then ena- 
bled to dispatch a considerable force against 
the 4000 men who had turned Rivoli. He 
caused them to be attacked by several columns^ 
which almost encircled them, and left them no 
resource but to surrender themselves, or to cut 
their way through with sword in hand* This 
corps preferred the latter, and made the greatest 
efforts to pierce through the troops which sur* 
rounded them; but having neither cannon nor 
cavalry, they could not resist an enemy who had 
both these advantages as well as those of posi-* 
tion and number. The greater part of these 
4000 men were either killed or made prisoners.* 

* The reader will perhaps not be displeased to read 
an extract irom the private account which the author 
has received from the officer who commanded thif 
column. 

'^ I had the command of die first columuj consisting 
^ of 4000 men : without a single horse or cannon. 
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Such was the Usue of the battle of Rivoli, 
which ruined the measures taken by the Aus-* 
trkns for the purpose of penetrating into the 
Duchy of Mantua, and of delivering its capital. 

** each soldier and officer on foot, provided with iron 
^^'Crampi, preceded by pioneers to break the ice. I 
*' marched thus during two days and two nights without 
*' halting, over rocks covered with snow, and without 
^ finding a single bush to make fire with. The third 
'*. day, after a march equally severe, but through a 
'' country less dismal, I succeeded, according to the 
*^ general plan, in turning the position of the enemy^ 
'^ who were entrenched at Rivoli, on the banks of the 
'^ Adige, While I made this movement with my corps^ 
'^ three columns attacked the entrenchments of Ri* 
** voli in front, and carried them. The enemy retook 
'^ them, and we again succeeded in driving them out ; 
'^ but by one of those inexplicable fatalities, peculiar 
*' to the Austrian army in Italy, the three columns 
'' which had attacked in front, having once more lost 
*^ the eu^nchments, my column found itself cut off, 
^' aud abandoned by the rest of the army. I h^d now 
^' nothing left, but to cut my way through the enemy, 
'* for I could not bring myself to capitulate, With- 
" out cannon or cavalry, I had to make my way through 
'* a victorious army, which attacked me with all the 
/'advantage arising from numbers, from the ground, 
'' and from the nature of their arms. Accordingly, the 
'' greatest part of my troops were either killed or taken. 
'^ Almost all the staff officera of my corps were wounded 
*' and made prisoners. 

, '' Seeing no longer any means of rejqining our army, 
^ which had retired into the mountains, I turned with 
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It cannot absolutely be aflSirined that the plan 
of their Generals was ill-combined^ but in the 
execution of it they committed several faults, 
of which it was impossible to be guilty with im« 
punity, when opposed to a General so able and 
80 active as Bonaparte. It was, no doubt^ to the 
rapidity with which he advanced, and with which 
he made Massena's division march from Verona 
to Rivoli, that he owed this victory. If he had 
deferred that movement for only one day, Ge- 
neral Joubert would undoubtedly have been 
driven from his position, and perhaps cut off. 
Bonaparte decided the business by outstripping 
M. d'Alvinzy; and it was no doubt as much 
owing to the good intelligence of spies, as to 
his own ability. 

However important might be the victory of 
Rivoli, it delivered Bonaparte from only a part 
of his enemies. Previous to his departure from 

*' 10 officers towards the Lake of Garda, upon the bor- 
^' ders of which I reroained shut up in a country house, 
^^ for two days and two nights, in. order to escape the 
'* French patrols in search ef us. On the third night 
'^ I threw myself into a boat with my officers, and in 
* spite of the vigilance of the French feluccas, we 
*^ succeeded in passing through them by dint of rowing, 
'^ and happily arrived at Torbole, where there was an 
*^ Austrian garrison." 
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Verona to Rivolii he had been informed of M* 
de Provera's success on the Lower Adige ; and 
while he was defeating M. d'Alvinzy^ he had 
good reason to apprehend that the former Ge* 
neral would overcome every obstacle, and suc- 
ceed in breaking through the blockade of Man- 
tua. This would have accomplished the prin- 
cipal object of the Austrians, and would have 
counterbalanced the effect of the battle of Rivoli. 
Bonaparte, desirous to neglect nothing which 
might hinder M. de Provera from accomplishing 
his object, without taking any repose, or allowing 
any to his troops, set out in the night of the 14th 
for the blockade of Mantua, accompanied by 
part of the troops who had fought at Rivoli, 
He left at that place General Joubert, with 
orders to attack the Austrians the next morn- 
ing, at la Corona. To ensure the succesi^ 
of this enterprize, General Joubert sent, during 
the night, a column which marched round Mon- 
tebaldo, and arrived at day-break on the heights 
which commanded la Corona. It was posted 
there before the whole of the Austrian army 
was arrived ; it then attacked them with advan- 
tage during its march, and took them in flank, 
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while General Joubert advanced directly against 
them. 

The Austrians, overpowered by fatigue, weak- 
ened by their losses^ and discouraged by their 
disasters, opposed no very vigorous resistance. 
They were defeated, and lost a great number of 
men made prisoners. The rest continued their 
retreat, and proceeded to secure themselves in 
the defiles of Tyrol. 

Bonaparte arrived on the 1 5th, at night, at 
Roverbella, with the reinforcements which he 
brought from the Upper Adige. He there 
learned that M. de Provera had arrived before 
the lines of the blockade of Mantua. It has 
been seen before, that that General had reached, 
on the 9th, the banks of the Adige, -between 
Porto Legnago and Ronco. Not being strong 
enough to think of making himself master of 
those two posts, which would, besides, have 
diverted him from his object, he resolved to 
force, as soon as possible, the passage of the 
Adige at some point or other, and to march 
straight to Mantua, without attending to the 
enemies whom he pnight leave behind. He em- 
ployed the nth, 12th, and 13th, in making his 
arrangements, and in attempting to deceive 
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GtnefisA Augereau, who Wks opposed to hinii 

For tfaii^ purpose, he ihade pari of his trodps 

inarch towards Ronco Und Legnago, and ieht 

some pohtdons to JS^ifcesda^ to ihdlice a beilief 

that he intended to pass the Adige dt that piac^; 

But while he i4ras making thedfe fbints^ hfe pre* 

pared to pass the river opposite Angdiary, the 

itiost faVourabI(i point fdr this operation. OiK 

the evening of the i3th, hd raised a battery of 

sdtile pieces of cdnnon on the banki^ of the river, 

and under cdvel- of thfeir fife sticcfeeded, in spite 

df the French, in constructing hi& bridge, tlfs 

advanced guatd, domposed of volunteers, drovd 

them from Anguiary ; add the Austrians passdd 

the Adige in deflafice of dll the effbrts ii^hich 

the enemy made to hinder them. This being 

accomplished, M. de Provefa recalled the trdopi 

\Vhich he had sent towards Bonavigo and Leg- 

nago ; ahd having left two battalions on the 

banks of the Adige, began his march towards 

J^antua, thinking only of being beforehand with 

the enemy. He passed through Cerea, Sangui- 

ftetto, and Nogara, where he arrived . on thd 

14th, in the evening, and where his troops 

passed the night. The next day, he marched ad 
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rapidly as possible, passed through Castellara, 
and arrived, at noon, before St George, a 
suburb of Mantua, which was one of the princi- 
pal posts of the blockade, and which the French 
had fortified in a very strong manner. 

As soon as M. de Provera had left the Adige, 
Generals Guieux and Augereau lost no time in 
pursuing him, with whatever troops they could 
assemble. The rapidity of M« de Provera's 
march did not allow them to overtake him, but 
they came up with his rear guard, which having 
to do with very superior force, and being wholly 
unsupported, was defeated and made prisoners. 
The same thing happened to the troops which 
M. de Provera had left on the Adige. The 
consequence was, that that General had not more 
than 5000 men when he arrived before St 
Georjge. He found that suburb so strongly 
entrenched, that, however urgent the necessity 
was for forcing the lines of the blockade, M. de 
Provera did not dare to hazard an immediate 
assault on the suburb, with troops .fatigued, 
and small in number. He deferred his attack 
till the next morning, and found means, in the 
course of the day, to concert measures with 
General Wurmser. They agreed, that on the 
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next day, the l6th, they should attack, each 
on their own side, Id Favorite and Montado, 
which they hoped to be able to carry more easily 
than St. George. But while they were preparing 
for this enterprize, Generals Bonaparte and 
Massena hastened their march, and that of 
the .6000 men, whom they brought with them. 
They arrived before Mantua in the night of 
the 15th, and proceeded to reinforce the posts 
of St Antony, la Favorite, and St. George. By 
this junction, the French found themselves, at 
day-break, about 17,000 men strong, with the 
expectation of being still more numerous in 
a short time, General Augereau being on his 
march with his whole division. This superiority 
of force greatly embarrased M. de Provera* 
That General seeing himself hemmed in by so 
great a number of enemies, receiving no news of 
General d'Alvinzy, and having every reason to 
suppose he had been defeated, liad no part 
left him but to endeavour to break through the 
blockade of Mantua, and to shut himself up with 
M. de Wurmser, in that place. The latter, as 
he promised, marched out of the citadel before 
day-break, with almost all the troops under his 
command* He attacked and carried the post of 
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St AotQQy, th^Q proceeded to la Favorite, anc) 
exerted all his efforts to force the entrenchmentSi 
and the corps of the enemy opposed to him. But 
this body, reinforced by the troops just arrived, 
shut up within its lin^Si and protected by the 
^re of its works^ put a stop to the progress of 
Marshal Wurmser, and, in spite of the vigour 
of his attack, prevented hiv^ from advancing 
farther. At the same instant, M. de Provera 
likewise attacked la Favorite op his s^ide: but 
he met with insurmountable pbstacles, aa did 
M. de Wurmser, and ^j^s inces5«intly repulsed 
by the fire from thf enemy's^ eatr^whments, 
W|;iile he was thus making useless efforts to stprii^ 
the lines of the bloc^;ade, several Fieiich corps 
were ranging themselves behind, and were 
hemming him in. General JVIiollie^ who con- 
T^^ianded at St George, then Sj^U^d OHt of his 
entrenchments, find adyaipiped, ia frpi^^ against 
I^. de Prov?qi. Tbj? ^tt^r,^ ^tt^qked on several 
ppiot^^ ^nd tihreatene4 0,1^ 9.1^ h»A it no lo^g?r Vk 
hi^ power to resis); such 9, forije. Nev?r|Me*fc 
after haying l^rav^ly de£eoc^4hiRq«elf fov a loQg 
time, dipd killed 9, vas^ ftm^f^r of tjie (^ewy, his 
troopja being oyei;cQin/B l^y ui;u^lj^]fa md &M£Q^ 
h^ otferejj, tq ()§pjitju|^tfe wfeql^ ww ag|e«i Uh 
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The^wbole of his corps were made prisoners of 
war; but the officers were at liberty to retqrn 
to the Austrian army on their parole. Marshal 
Wurmser, seeing his hopes once more disap- 
pointed, put an end to an useless contest, and 
retired within the walls of Mantua. 

Thus ended this expedition, which, like all 
those undertaken by the Austrians in this cam- 
paign, commenced with the most brilliant success, 
and concluded with the greatest disasters. The 
&iilure was the result of the same causes, which 
had brought on the misfortunes of the months 
of August and November. The Austrians 
persisted in dividing their forces, and in making 
partial attacks. Bonaparte also persevered, and 
certainly with more reason, in uniting his troops, 
and to engagfe in a mass on one single point. He 
was not, however, indebted for his success to 
his tactics alone. He acknowledged himself, 
in his dispatches, and the dispositions which he 
made clearly evinced, that he had been thoroughly 
instructed as to the projects of M« d'Alvinzy. 
It would be imprudent, indeed, to publish conr 
jectures on the manner in which he received 
«his most precious intelligence. What may 
be depended upon, is, that he did not procure 
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it through the means of a common spy, but from 
some one whose situation afforded opportunities 
of being well acquainted with the plans formed 
by the Austrians. If fionaparte had not been 
so exactly informed, it is reasonable to believe, 
that, instead of being so completely victorious^ 
he would have been severely beaten at some 
point or other, and that the Austrians would at 
least have been enabled to break up the blockade 
of Mantua. That General admitted that he 
never incurred so great a danger, and that his 
position hung as it were by a thread* In 
effect, if he had remained a day longer at 
Verona, the corps of General Joubert would 
undoubtedly have been routed, and perhaps 
cut ofE If, after the victory of Rivoli, he had 
staid four*and-twenty hours more on the Upper 
Adige, it is probable that M. de Provera would 
have penetrated the lines of the blockade of 
Mantua, and formed a junction with M. de 
Wurmser. In either Case, Mantua would 
have been delivered, and the French, placed 
between two powerful divisions of the army, 
would have been compelled to abandon the 
Adige, and to repass the Mincio. Far fro^ 
being guilty of the least delay, Bonaparte, as 
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if he had possessed the power of divination, 
hastened from Verona to the Upper Adige, and 
from thence to the blockade of Mantua, on the 
very day, and at the very hour it was necessary 
for him to be there, in order to frustrate the 
operations of the Austrians. 

He arrived at Rivoli some hours before 
General d'Alvinzy commenced the grand attack 
which he had projected. Bonaparte then 
opposing to him a very large force, and at the 
same time making use of it with the utmost 
dexterity, disconcerted Af, d'Alvinzy, and made 
him experience a defeat in the very place where 
he had a right to expect a victory. From thence, 
without either losing an instant, or granting any 
repose to his troops, he led them under the 
walls of Mantua, and arrived likewise some 
hours before Generals Wurmser and Provera 
carried their combined attack into execution. 
He opposed to these two generals, soldiers^ who, 
thirty-six hours before, were fighting at Rivoli^ 
and who brought victory with them from the 
banks of the Adige to thos6 of the Mincio. 
This excessive exertion, the constant cause 
of Bonaparte's triumphs, might, on this occiasion, 
have drawn him on to utter ruin^ had he not 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



346 

been informed, with precision, of the numbers, 
position, and designs of his enemies. Without 
this immense advantage, he would not have 
dared to move his troops with almost magical 
celerity, and to expose those points which he 
had left without sufficient means of defence, 
to be forced in bis absence. However brav^ 
able, and fortunate, he never would have 
ventured to play so hazardous a game* He was 
besides much assisted by the quality of the troops^ 
With which he had to contend, the Austrian 
army being chiefly composed of recruits. He 
was not les0 so by the errors of the generals 
opposed to him. They cominitted several, both 
(m the Upper and Lower Adige: but the 
greatest, undoubtedly, was the ordering M. de 
Provera to commence his cajBpaign befiore he 
could be joined by the troops assembled at 
Faenza, by the Pope^ or before they could have 
time to march towards the Po, with a vi^w of 
causing a diversion tbere^ If either had! 
happened, Bonaparte would probably have left 
a greater number of troops on the Lower Adige, 
which weuld have set M. d'Alvinzy more at bis 
ease; or, if he had not done so, M. de Provera, 
and the Papal troops, would undoubtedly 
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have hroken up the blockade of Mantua, . 
and formed a powerful army, by tbeir junctioa 
with M. de Wurmser, The hurry of M, de 
Provera'^ march cannot be excused by the 
preasing q^cessity of relieving Mantua ; a delay 
9f 9 few days WQU.ld not have put that place in 
th« bands of the IVencb> since it held out 
sixteen days alter his defeat 

The result of this expedition, which resembled, 
in its short duration and fatal consequences, 
those of the months of August and November 
preceding, had a decisive effect in fevour of 
the French. It secured to them the posses- 
sion of their conquests in Italy, by throwing 
Maatua into their hands. These advantages 
are iocont^stible, but what is by nb means so, 
is the account sent by Generals Bonaparte and 
B^rthier, of the qumber of Austdans killed,/ 
wounded, and prisoners. 

They estimated that of the kilted and wounded 
at 6000, which ia not; very far from the truth ; 
but th^y ca,lcylated that of the prisoners, in one 
l^ttejj ifit k^ 83,QQ0s, ii;^ a second 25,000, and in . 
a third 20,000.^ In like manner, they reckoned 

' '^ Aaxong^ these prisos^rs were the three Generals 
Provera^ Klobosj and HohenzoUerDj 5 Goloneb^ 
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the number of cannon taken at one time to be 
44, and at another 60. This variation in an 
article so easily ascertained as men and cannon, 
alone makes it doubtful what degree of credit 
should be given to these reports. Other consi* 
derations contribute to prove their exaggeration. 
Even allowing that the list of officers taken 
prisoners, as sent by Bonaparte, was exact (which 
it is not) whoever knows the formation of the 
Austrian battalions and squadrons, may judge 
how erroneously the French Generals have 
stated the account In fact, calculating from 
the rank, the most favourable to their reports, 
the number of officers is not sufficient for 12,000 
men, even deducting all those who might be 
absent, as attached to the equipage and to the 
commissariat. The accuracy of this method 
of calculating the number of prisoners, has been 
confirmed by several former occasions. It 
might be objected, that some of the officers had 
been killed ; but an equal proportion of soldiers 

5 Majors, 62 Captains, 78 Lieutenants, 48 Sub-Lieute- 
nants, and £4 Ensigns. Several officers, comprehended 
in this list, were improperly included, and, amongst 
others. Colonel Lusignan, who was one of the five 
Colonels said to be made prisoners^ although he was 
not taken* 
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having without doubt fallen, the officers and 
soldiers taken prisoners must continue in the 
same proportion, both in the battalions and 
squadrons. Following, therefore, neither the 
French accounts, nor those published at Vienna, 
after the most exact information which could be 
obtained on this subject, the loss of the Austrians, 
under both the Generals d'Alvinzy and Provera, 
inay be estimated at 17>000 men, in killed, 
wounded, and prisoners. The French said 
nothing of that which they sustained during 
these six days; it undoubtedly fell far short 
of that of their enemies, though it amounted 
to upwards of 7000 men, in killed, wounded, 
and prisoners. * 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Retreat of the Austrians in Tyrol and FritUi 
— Actions at Carpedenolo and Avio — De^ 
fensive position taken by the Austrians — 
Surrender of Mantua — March of the French 
to the Papal territories — Proclamation of 
Bonaparte — Action of Senio — Conquest of 
Romagna^ of the Duchy of Urbino^ and 
of the March of Ancona-^Taking of Lo- 
retto — Letters between the Pope and Bona- 
parte — Treaty of Peace between his Holi- 
ness and the French. 

After the fatal days of the 14th, 15th, 
and l6th of January, the Austrians, wholly 
incapable of undertaking any thing, or of 
even preserving the places they held, thought 
only of saving the wrecks of their army. 
M. d'Alvinzy secured himsdf in the defiles of 
the Tyrol, and all the troops which were between 
the Adige and the Brenta, fell back on this last 
river, and marched towards the Trevisano : they 
were not immediately followed by the French, 

who also required some time to recover from 

\ 
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tbe losses and fatigues they had sustained. In 
two days^ however, they began to pursue 
the Austrians, whose rear guard they over- 
took on the 36th of January. Th^ attacked 
it at Carpedenolo, and after a very smart 
engagement, they killed, by their own account, 
300 men/ and took 900. At the same time 
General Joubert, marching up the two banks of 
the Adige, followed the Austrians into Tyrol. 
He attacked their advanced posts at Avio, 
and made some prisoners, amounting, as he 
reported, to 400. He continued to advance 
for some days, and successively took posses* 
sion of the towns of Torbole, Roveredo, and 
Trent, as fast as they were evacuated by 
the Austrians. If we may believe that Gene* 
ral, they left in this last town 2000 sick or 
wounded, and lost in their retreat 1800 mea 
taken prisoners. Generals Massena and Au*- 
gereau marched, the first towards Feltre, and 
the other towards Treviso, and continued, as 
well as Joubert, to advance, till they had 
arrived before the new defensive position which 
the Austrians took behind the rivers Adige, 
Lavis, and Piave. Their line extended from 
Botzen or Bolzano, (the point where the de- 
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defiles of Tyrol become impenetrable, or at 
least cannot be turned) to the mouth of 
the Piave, which falls into the Adriatic Sea, 
above and near to Venice. They divided 
their army into three principal bodies, one of 
which defended Tyrol, and another Friuli, 
where they placed the greatest number of their 
forces. The third body, stationed between the 
two first, covered the space enclosed between 
the sources of the Lavis and the Piave. It 
was in this position, defended by three rivers, 
and a chain of almost inaccessible mountains, 
that the Austrians, obliged to abandon Man* 
tua and Italy to the French, and having no 
other view than that of covering the heredi- 
tary dominions, concentrated their remaining 
forces, and waited for new ones. Their army 
was still under the command of Lieutenant- 
General d'Alvinzy, whom His Royal Highness 
the Archduke Charles replaced soon after. 

The disasters and retreat of die Austrians 
deprived them of all hope of preserving 
Mantua. This place, for which the House 
of Austria had made such great exertions^ 
and had suffered such considerable losses, 
was at length obliged to capitulate : its garri- 
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son much diminished by the sword^ but still 
more by disease, had been long deprived of 
<:ommon necessaifies, and reduced to eat horse*^ 
flesh. Overwhelmed with fatigue, misery^ and 
want, it had borne them all in the hope of 
preserving to the Emperor, a place on which 
depended his power in Italy. It was re- 
duced to the last extremity, when Generals 
d'Alvinzy and Provera made a last effort for its 
relief. The ev6nt of this expedition reduced 
Marshal Wurmser to the hard necessity of 
surrendering a fortress, which he had defended,^ 
during four months, with a perseverance and 
activity worthy of the highest applause. The 
honourable conduct of this veteran officer se- 
cured to him the respect even of his enemies, 
and the capitulation which they granted him, 
bore testimony to the high estimation with 
which he had inspired them. It was signed 
on the 2d of February ; the principal articles 
were — that the garrison, consisting of 18,000 
men> should become prisoners of war, but be 
conducted into the territories of the £mperor, 
to be there exchanged in preference to all 
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others*— that Marshal Wurmscr, all the Gene* 
rals, the officers of the staff, 800 cavalry, 
and 500 individuals, at the choice of M« de 
Wurmser, should return into the Austrian do- 
minions, with 6 pieces of cannon and their 
artillery, men—that all the Generals and offi- 
cers should keep their swords and baggage 
and the privates of the infantry retain their 
knapsacks, and those of the cavalry their cloak 
bags. Besides these conditions, M. de Wurmser 
obtained advantageous terms for the inhabi- 
tants of Mantua, and secured to them the 
exercise of their reli^on, and the enjoyment 
of their property and privileges. The just 
regard thus paid to the rank, the age, and 
the conduct of Marshal Wurmser, reflected 
so much the more honour on Bonaparte, as 
he had not hitherto given an opportunity <^ 
praising his moderation. 

The French General, having no longer any 
opponent in Italy, resumed the execution of 
those plans of plunder and dismemberment^ 

* It had consisted^ at the time of the junction with 
Marshal Wurmser^ of 24^000 men ; 6000 had perished, 
either by the sword or cpntagioos fevers; and a like 
number was in the hospitals. 
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which had beeo concerted either by himself 
or by the leaders of the French Republic* 
After the defeat of Generals d'Alvinzy and 
Provera, he^ had hastened to reinforce the 
troops which he had stationed in the Duchies 
of Bologna and Ferrara, and had dispatched 
General Victor thither, with orders to pene- 
trate into Romagna. Shortly after, he went 
himself to take the command of this detach* 
menty in order to give more dispatch and 
greater success to the expedition. He wa^ 
preceded by two proclamations, in the "" first 
of which, after having enumerated the injuries 
which the French pretended to have received 
from the Pope, he declared, that the armis- 
tice concluded between his Holiness and the 
French Republic, in the month of June pre- 
ceding was at an end.* 

* These means were not the only ones employed 
by Bonaparte to facilitate his march through the 
Papal territory, and for preventing the resistance 
which be might have experienced from a numeyous . 
and armed people. Before he made use of threaiiB, 
he had endeavoured to tranquillize and lull the 
Papal Government into security. He had written 
Cardinal Matbei a letter, on the 20th of January^ 

A A 2 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



356 

On the 1st of February, Bonaparte made 
himself master of Imola; aAd marched the 
next day to attack Faenza, in front of which 
the Papal troops were entrenched, behind the 
river Senio. These troops, which had never 
before been in action, ventured nevertheless 

which coDtained the following expressions. " Wt 
^^ ait on the point of unravelling the plot of this 
^ ridiculous comedy* Yoo are witness of the value 
'^ which I attach to peace, and of the ardent desire 
'^ to spare you the horrors of war. Whatever may 
^' happen^ I entreat you to assure his Holiness^ that 
'* he may remain at Rome without inquietude. As 
^' first minister of religioii^ he shall meet with pro- 
** tection, both for himself and, the church. You 
*' may lilcewise assure the people of Rome, that 
'' they shall find in the French army> friends, who 
'^ will only rejoice at victory, a$ it may ameliorate 
'^ the fate of the people, and deliver Italy from the 
<' dominion of strangers. My particular care shall 
" be, not to suiTer any alteration to? be made in the 
'' religion of their fathers." 

Bonaparte joined to this letter,^ those of Cardinal 
Busca to Cardinal Albani, the Pope's envoy at Vi- 
.enna, vihich he had intercepted. They contained 
the detail of the measures taken by the Pope for 
his defence, and a view of the steps to be taken 
with the court of Vienna. A few days after having 
written this letter to Cardinal Mathei, Bonaparte ' 
had sent orders to citizen Cacault, agent of the 
Republic at Rome, to leave that town immediately^ 
and to repair to him at Bologna. 
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to wait for the conquerors of the Austrians, 
and were desirous of shewing that report had 
not done justice to them* As soon as the 
French appeared on the left bank of the 
Senio, they were cannonaded from the batteries 
which the troops of the Pope had erected on 
the opposite bank. Bonaparte brought against 
them a legion of Italians, which he had raised 
in Lombardy: this body of troops, which, 
like its opponents, had never been before en^ 
gaged, but which was supported by the French, 
attacked, in concert with them, this little army, 
which was quickly broken and put to flight. 
It lost 14 pieces of cannon, 1000 prisoners, 
and 400 killed or wounded. The French lost 
only 40 men; such, at least, . was the ac- 
count of Bonaparte, who also asserted, that 
several priests had been killed in the field 
of battle. 

After this easy victory, the French arrived 
under the walls of Faenza, the inhabita;nts of 
which assembled at the sound of the tocsin, 
and flew to arms. Bonaparte forced the gates 
of the city with cannon ; he had not the bar- 
barity to put in execution the threats con- 
tained in his proclamation, and did not give 

/ 
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Up the town to pillage. He contented himf 
self with assembling all the priests and monks, 
whom he harangued, and brought back, as 
he said, to the principles of the Gospel. He 
thought himself so sure of the effect which 
his speech had produced upon them, that he 
dispatched two superiors of religious orders, 
Me to Ravenna, and the other to Cesenna, 
(the country of the present Pope) to prepare 
the inhabitants for his reception. It was a 
circumstance not a little extraordinary, that 
one of the most strenuous supporters of the 
faction most adverse to the catholic religion, 
should make choice of two monks for his 
atnbas^adors. 

After the capture of Faenza, the French 
advanced into Romagna, and possessed thero^ 
selves of the towns of Forli and Cesenna, 
near which runs the famous Rubicoa , They 
pursued their march the following daya with- 
out meeting with any opposition from the 
Papal troops, which, being divided into seve^ 
ral separate small bodies^ were not able to 
inake any effectual resistance. Most of these 
corps retreated at the approach of the French^ 
and those whom the latter came up wilb, 
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were either taken or dispersed. After having 
traversed Romagr^a, Bonaparte entered into 
the Pucby of Urbino; he met with no far- 
ther opposition, advanced into the March of 
Ancona^ and made himself master of the town 
of that name, where he took 1200 of the 
Papal troopsi and a great quantity of can- 
non and arms of all sorts; that place being 
one of the principal arsenals in the Pope's 
territories* On the 1 1th, Bonaparte sent a 
detachment to take possession of Loretto, in 
the hope of finding there the boasted trea- 
sure of the Holy Virgin ; but care had been 
taken, a few days before, to remove the 
greatest part of it The French found nothing 
there but the statue, in wood, of the Madonna, 
some relics, and some valuable articles, worth 
nearly 100,000 livres («£4000 sterling), which 
General Berthier estimated, nevertheless, at a 
million O£40,000 sterling.) 

Bonaparte, at this period, issued a pro- 
clamation, which there was little reason to 
expect from him, and which concurred with 
the capitulation granted to Marshal Wurm- 
ser, to shew that he was not inaccessible to 
tiie sentiments of moderation, justice, and hu- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



360 

inanity. Satisfied, he said, tn^ith the conduct 
of the French priests who had taken refuge 
in Italy, he forbad, under the severest penal- 
ties, all the inhabitants of the country, as 
well ast all the individuals of his army, to 
molest them, under any pretence whatever; 
ordered that they shouTd be lodged, main- 
tained, and fed, at the expense of the con- 
vents, in the dominions of the Church : and 
ended his proclamation, with saying, that he 
should see, with pleasure, whatever the bi- 
shops and other charitable ecclesiastics should 
do to ameliorate the destiny of the banished 
priests. 

After the taking of Ancona and Loretto, 
the French continued to advance into the 
territories of the Church, directing their march 
to Macerata and Foligno. Their progress, 
which nothing could stop, there being no pro- 
bability that the Pope's troops would dispute 
the passage of the Appenine, filled Rome with 
the greatest alarms. In the person of Bona- 
parte, they saw Brennus and Attila. They 
represented him to themselves arriving in the 
capital of the christian world, and of the 
arts, making himself master of its riches, de^ 
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stfoying its monuments, and overturning the 
pontifical throne. All the rich and considerable 
persons of Rome prepared to quit that city; 
and his Holiness hiipself made dispositions 
for placing his person in a state of safety. All 
the riches of Rome and Loretto were packed up, 
and sent to Terracina. At the same time that the 
Pope took measures to escape the tempest, he 
neglected nothing to avert it Foreseeing 
all the consequences which might result from the * 
arrival of the French at Rome, he thought it 
right to prevent it, by making all the sacrifices 
which they exacted from him. 

Bonaparte, on his side, was not less disposed 
to terminate hij& expedition by a treaty. His 
object was less to advance to Rome, than to 
excite apprehensions in the Pope of his doing 
so, and to determine him to agree to the 
<;onditions which the French Republic chose 
to prescribe. Bonaparte felt that he could not, 
without imprudence, penetrate fiirther into the 
Papal territories. Whatever victories he had 
gained over the Austrians, and however weak^ 
ened they were, it was possible they might 
attempt to take advantage of his scbsence, and 
the distance of a part of his army. In additioit 
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\o this, he would have been obliged, for. the 
porpose of securing the obedience of a vast 
country, and a city so populous as Rome^ to 
maintain a considerable body of troops in that 
place, and would in that case have weakened 
bis army, and have afforded the Austrians the 
opportunity of attacking it with advantage* If 
lie had left in the dominions of the Church, only 
a small body of men, he would have had reason 
to apprehend that, their weakness being known, 
the Popes troops might assemble, and being 
supported by a people who were numerous, and 
ill-disposed to the French, might cut off the 
return of the latter, engi^ed as they would be 
in a difficult country, and where every thing 
was against them. Being unaUe at any rate 
to employ more than one month in this 
expedition, Bonaparte, instead of undertaking 
an uncertain and dangerous conquest was 
right in preferring a treaty which gave him, 
without risk, all the advantages that he could 
expect from the war. He had, besides, received 
from Paris, instructions conformable to these 
views, the Courts of Madrid and Naples having 
made advances to the Executive Directory in 
flivour of the Pope. 
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These considerations induced Bonaparte to 
take advantage of the first pacific overtures 
made by his Holiness. Having received from 
Cardinal Mathei, a letter, as affecting as it was 

' dexterous, he returned an answer on the 13th of 
February, and announced to him, that he granted 
his Holiness five days for the purpose of sending 
him a negociator, provided with full powers to 

, treat for peace. Two days afterwards, Bonaparte 
received the following letter : 

'^ Dear Sir, health and apostolical Benediction. 

'^ Being desirous to terminate in an amicable 
^* manner our existing differences with the 
" French Republic, by the retreat of the troops 
** which you command, we send and depute to 
^* you, as our Plenipotentiaries, two ecclesiastics, 
*^ Cardinal Mathei, who is perfectly known 
*^ to you, and Monsignor Galeppi, and two 
'^ secular persons, the Duke Don Louis Braschij^ 
"our nephew, and the Marquis Camillo 
'^ Massimi, who are invested by us with full 
** power to concert with you, to promise and to 
*^ subscribe such conditions as we hope will be 
" just and reasonable, binding ourselves by our 
^ faith wd word, to ttpprove and ratify them 
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^^ in special form, that they may be valid and 
^^ mviolable at all times. Being assured of the 
" sentiments of good-will which you have 
*^ manifested, we have abstained from any 
"removal from Rome, and by that you will 
'' be persuaded how great is our confidence 
" in you. We finish by assuring you of our 
** greatest esteem, and by giving you the paternal 
^' apostolical benediction. 

" Pius VI. 

" Given at St Peter of Rome, the 12th February.'' 

This letter, and the arrival of the negociators, 
was quickly followed by the conclusion of peace ; 
and Bonaparte returned to the Pope the follow- 
ing answer : 

'' Most Holy Father, 
" I ought to thank your Holiness for the 
^' obliging things contained in the letter which 
" you have given.yourself the trouble to write to 
" me. The peace between the French Republic 
" And your Holiness has been just signed. I 
'^congratulate myself on having been able 
" to contribute to your particular repose. I 
« conjure your Holiness to distrust those 
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♦persons, who, at Rome, are sold to the courts 
** which are enemies to France, or who allow 
" themselves to be exclusively guided by those 
'^ malicious passions which always bring on the 
" ruin of states. All Europe knows the p&cific 
" and conciliating virtues of your Holiness. 
" The French Republic willy I hope, be always 
" one of the truest friends of Rome. I send 
** my Aide-de-Camp, chief of brigade, to express 
*'to your Holiness the esteem and perfect 
** veneration which I have for your person ; and I 
^' beseech you to believe the desire which I haVe 
^* to give, on every occasion, proofs of that respect 
" and veneration, with which I have the honour 
*' to be your very obedient servant, 

" BoNAPAETE, General in Chief. 
** From the Head Quarters at Tolentino, 
" February 19th." 

The articles of peace were nearly the same 
with those of the armistice concluded in the 
month of June preceding, of which this treaty 
might be said to be only a ratification. The 
principal conditions were, that the Pope should 
give up irrevocably to France, Avignon, the 
Comtat Venaissin, the Duchies of Bolpgna 
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be should pay^ in two months, 159OOO9OOO of 
French livres, over and above the 21,000^000 
stipulated in the armistice concluded in the 
month of June, of which 5,000,000 only had 
been paid; that the French should remain 
in possession of the citadel of Ancona, till peace 
should be established on the continent, and of 
the provinces of Macerata, Umbria, Perugio, 
and Camerino, till the 36,000,000 due from the 
Pope should be entirely paid* They likewise 
confirmed the articles which stipulated the 
gift of the statues, pictures, and precious 
manuscripts. The French made besides, as. 
Bonaparte wrote word^ a good harvest of these» 
in Romagna, the Duchy of Urbino, and the 
March of Ancona. 

Such was the price at which the Pope, who 
had never declared war against the French, 
and who had only made it for the purpose of 
self defence, was obliged to purchase the 
preservation of the throne of St Peten It 
cast nearly the third part of the dominions of the 
Church, and more than one year of his rev^pue^ 
to satisfy the ambitions views and the rapacity of 
the French Govenunent 
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After having acquired by this treaty oew 
pecuniary means for the subsistence of his army, 
from the chests of which a treasurer named 
Flachat had just stolen 6,000,000 (£250,000 
sterling) Bonaparte employed himself in laying 
also under contribution the Grand Duke of 
Tuscany, and the Republic of Venice: In thb 
manner did the French accomplish their purpose 
of making this campaign at the expense of the 
neutral powers ; and thus did the latter, for the 
sake of a neutrah'ty which was constantly violated, 
make greater sacrifices than it would have cost 
them to defend the entrance of Italy against the 
French, or to drive them from thence after they 
had invaded it. 

There remains only to present the reader 
with vome general observations on the whole 
of the campaign taken together, and on its 

result- 
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CHAPTER Vlir. 

The Conclusion. 

JLT would be useless to enlarge on the astonish* 
iog succession of events, which have been 
described. The facts speak for themselves, and 
are too striking to require being detailed. Pied* 
mont invaded, and the King of Sardinia forced 
to an ignominious peace-— Lombardy conquered 
— ^both banks of the Po republicanized — the 
King of Naples detached from the Coalition — 
the Pope deprived of nearly one-third of his 
dominions — ^all the north of Italy a prey to the 
miseries of war, and to political convulsions — 
that country, but lately so rich and flourishing 
robbed of its wealth and splendour-— Such is 
the picture presented to us by this memorable 
campaign, which will be to posterity a subject 
of admiration and regret, and which the annals 
of war will place on a level with, if not above, 
that of 1706.* 

* The French were at that time masters of almost 
all Lombardy, and of the City and Bucby of Mantua. 
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No per80^ has so much contributed to the 

issue of the campfuga of 179^, and by it to the 

peace which will follow this war, than the com« 

mander of the French army, Bonaparte.* None 

One of tbeir armies occnpied these territories^ whilst 
another besieged Turin, After the battle of Cagliano, 
gained by the Due de Vendome, over General 
Reventlaw, Prince Eugene was obliged to retreat 
MS far as Roveredo and Gavardo: but he speedily 
resumed the offensive^ and advanced, early in May, as 
far as Verona. Two months after, deceiving the Duke 
of Orieans^ who had succeeded M. de Vend6me, 
he passed the Adige, the Taharo, the Secchia, and 
the Tanaro, notwithstanding ' all the efforts of the 
Duke of Orieans^ upon whom he had stolen several 
marches^ He entered Piedmont, and raised the siege 
of Turin, after having gained a great victory over 
the French army : returning back again, he re-entered 
Ae Milanese, successively drove the French from 
all the posts occupied by them, and obliged them to 
^acuate Lombardy. 

* Pascal Bonaparte, a godson of General Paoli, 
tvas born at Ajaccio, in Corsica, in the year 17fi8. His 
fether, who died young, had the rank of Major in the 
service of France. At the age of ten years, Bonaparte 
^iras placed at the royal school at Brienne, from whence 
be was removed to the military school at Paris. While 
there, he discovered application and an inclination 
for the sciences. In 1785, being then no more than 
fifteen, he was appointed Lieutenant en Second of the 
regiment dc la Fere artillery, which he joined at 
Valence. — His person is middle-sized, and his com- 
plexion dark and swaithy ; his countenance bespeaks 
VOL. I. 9 B 
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of the Generals of the Republic ha?e performed 
services so important and so difficult He is the 

nothing remarkable^ except his black eyes, which are 
lively, and habitnally fixed on thegroiind. He brought 
with biai from Corsica, and preserved bo^ ^n thc^ 
royal bouses, where he was brought up, and the 
regiment into which he eutered, republican and 
elevated ideas, a spirit of independence, a great de^l 
of prid^ an extravag3a( opinion of his own n^io9« 
a^i a great contempt for the rest of the world. Thiii 
character, as little adapted to military discipline as U][ 
society, pleased ^either his cominanden nor his com^ 
panions : the latter did not £eu1 to bestow on bim thosef 
little corrections which, when given by equals^ generaUjf^ 
prove useful lessons ; they bad, however^ no good ejBfect 
on the haughty and savage disposition of this yous^ 
man. Dissembling, silent, vain, and misanthrophic^ 
he read much, seldom went abroad, and almost alwayi 
alone : he studied history and politics^, disdaining the 
details of his profession, which he hardly attended 
to. Though naturally silent, when the subject und^ 
discussion was to his taste, whenever he deemed the 
auditory worthy of him, and more esrpecially when 
Corsios^ was the topic of discourse, then be became 
animated, and spoke with great energy and warmthi 
though not. with elegance. -On these occasions, he 
discovered a good memory, a great degree of penetra^ 
tion and wit, a knowledge very uncommon for his age^ 
and, abov^ all, an extreme tenacity of opinion. Such 
was Bonaparte before the Revolution ; till that periodi 
be had shewn neither the inclinatioi^s, the virtues, the 
vices, nor the manners, of his age.— His opinions, the 
violence of his character, and his ambition, would 
naturally induce him to take part in this revplu^n; 
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mkf oQ^mciodgft A^m, #fao has not ovr^ dl 
fais siiconi to <lie mp^vkfrity cfl Mi fore<^, or to 
jpolkieal causes. Active, entetpHzifig, able, 
andy mbqte all, fortefiafe^ he h&s'coK^mit^ed fe^ 

bfe Was suppo^d 'tor ir^V^ btld a considerable share 
ia the dktKrbcmkseli wfai<:h iE^tated Cohica ini 17§9. 
The year following, he rejoined his regiment, which 
was at Aaxonne, taking with him a brother, of the 
<^ of twtWe. One tf his companiotrs inquiring why 
he took ^ young a mati as his brother with him, he 
replied, / wish him to tnjoy a great spectacle, that pf 
u tuition which will speedily be either regenerated or 

Bonaparte attached hiibself more Imclmbre.to the 
republican party, and obtained a rapid advancement. 
He was for a short time employed in the war of 
Jitt Vetid6^i and alfeto at the siege of Toulon. Being at 
]Pari8 Off the ISth of Vendemiaire, he shewed bimaelf 
on that occasion one of the warmest partisans of the 
Cohvehtion, and very actively seconded Bairas. This 
la»t bding mttde JDirecton ofH^skied Boftapnrte the com« 
mand of the ^rmy in Italy^ on oonditioa that he should 
marry the widow of the Vicomte de Beauharnois, 
who had' beeti gniliotined. The young Italian accepted 
the teroifif, ahd departed for. the Italian tiLtmy, which h^ 
found in tt^e greatest want of arms, clothes^ and 
ammunition. He found the means to procure, at 
@^noa, a part <s( what was wanting; aitid the victoria 
which he obtained from the bdgimnRgofthe eampatgn> 
very soon placed his army above all want. 

This biographical note was furnished by an oflBcer who 
Served several year»ln the saine regitnent as Bbnaparie, 
and wl9> was p^rfej^Uy ci^ble49f apfNoecialtin^ Um* 
B B 2 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



military faults ^^ ^<>^ suffered his adirersaties 
to commit any with impunity, and has no^ in 
person, experienced one defeat The war of 
Italy, which^ till 1796, had been, if the expression 
may be used, only an episode of the general 
war, he made his principal and leading object; 
and there, where the Emperor seemed to 
have the least to apprehend, he made/ him 
experience the most sensible losses, and caused 
the most serious alarms. 

If Bonaparte has been so great as a General, 
he has been far from shewing himself so as a 
conqueror, or as a man. The cruel manner in 
which he treated the towns of Milan, Pavia, 
Lugo, and Arquata ; the burning of Binasco 
and several other villages ; the massacre of a 
great number of their inhabitants ; the putrages 
and pillages which he sanctioned by impunity, 
as well as by his own example, have tarnished 
4he splendour of his victories, and left him 
no other claims to the admiration of posterity. 
The despotism which he exercised over the 
countries conquered by his arms, the excessive 
contributions which he imposed on the inhabi- 
bants, and the extreme rigour with which he 
enforced the measures ordered by the Frenc^i 
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Government^ have fortunately weakened the 
great effect of opinion, which his victories might 
have produced in Italy. Notwithstanding the 
formation of the Cispadan and Transpadan Re- 
publics, and although they furnished niany thou* 
sands of auxiliaries to the army of Bonaparte, 
one cannot doubt the aversion which the ma- 
jority of the inhabitants of this country has for 
the French, and for their political principles. 
The violent insuirections which broke out, when- 
ever the latter had experienced any check, afford 
an unequivocal proof of the sentiments of hatred 
and vengeance with which they had inspired 
them, as well as of all the evils which they had 
occasioned** If Bonaparte has, by his political 

♦ It would have be^n very surprising if the French 
could have made themselves beloved in Italy, by making 
it submit to the most despotic yoke^ by despoiling it of 
its most ptecious effects, and drawing from it more 
than 100^000,000 of liyres^ by contributions. It is 
thought right to present, in this place^ the particulars : 
Iiombardy was obliged to contribute £5^000,000 of ' 
livres ; Mantya 800^000 ; the Imperial Fiefs 200^000 ; 
the Duchy of Modena 10,000^000 ; Massa and Carrara 
600^000; Parma atld Placentia 20^000,000; the Pope 
36>0QQ,Q0Q ; Bologna and Ferrara 3^700^000 ; Leghorn^ 
as the dep6t of English magazines, 8,000,000. If we 
^dd to these contributions, of which two-thirds have 
bf^n pidd^ the sei^^ure of all the money which was foun^ 
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ooiHlucty placed tuoiselif below the bei^t to 
which his military triuniphs had raisied hi(% 
neither has he kept up to it by his p^rsofiai 
qualities. The bombast, the boasting, aod tbc» 
Qiarvellous, which mark all his letters to the 
Directory, the constant exaggeration of the 
losses of the eneaiy» the ridiculously diminished 
estimate of his own, tine perpetual represeatatioii 
of the destruction of the AustrkiQ ai^mks, whan 
they had only b<een beaten, the capture of Mafi? 
tua, so often aonounoed aft very w»r, ma»y 
mouths before it took place, the circumst^aee of 
4000 men laying down their arms, at Lonado» 
at his connmaad^ have given to his narrative the 
appearance of a military romance; and stiU 
leave just doubts, not of the reality of his vic- 
tories, but of the extent of their consequences. , 

in the public coffers; 51 chests of silver plate taken^ at 
Milan^ Lodi, and Bologna; if we add the immense 
value of the requisitions in kind, made by the French, 
the pillage, thie extortions, and the robberies, committed 
by the Fretich army ; we may hare an idea of the fate 
o^f Italy, and of the sentiments which the inhabitants 
must feel for their conquerors. Bonaparte had no 
hesitation to say^ in the proclamation which he made 
to his soldiersy m entering into Carynthia, that a!H the 
ei^penses of the army of Italy, during eleven months, 
had been paid by the conquered countries, and that he 
bad besides sent 80,000,000 of livres to France. 
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, In fact, if one takes the trouble to cast up tbe 
number of Auslriansr whom Boaa|>arte has sue* 
ceasively declared to be killedi wounded, and 
made pridbner% from the opening of the cam- 
paign, to the capture pf Mantua inclusiyely, we 
shall find, that the killed or wounded anaount 
pQ nearly 50,000^ and the prisoners to more than 
100,000 men« In order to enable tbe reader 
to judge of the degree of credit which should be 
given to this enumeration, an account of the 
number of Austrian troops sent into Italy, from 
the month of March 1796, to the month of 
January 1797, which there is every reason to 
believe to be a pretty correct statement shall be 
here presented. 

The army of M. de Beaulka, at the opening 

of the campaign -.---- 30,000 
Troops which came from the Upper Rhine, 

with M, de Wurmser - - . - SO^OOO 
Reinforcements sent to M. d'Alvinzy during 

September, October, and November - ^,000 
Troops detached from tbe corps of M. de 

. Froltch, and the armed Tyrolese * * 1 1,000 
Vresh reinforcements sent to M. dtAMntj, in 

December and January ... gooo 

Total - 105,000 



From this dtatemenl^ rather exaggerated than 
uader-^raled^ w^ find^ that according to tbe ac« 
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counts sent by Bonaparte, he must have taken, 
killed, or wounded, 45,000 men more than the 
Aiistrians employed in Italy during this campaign; 
not to miention that at least 10,000 died in the 
hospitals, and that after the capture of ,M. dc 
Provera, and the defeat of M. d'Alvinzy at Rivoli^ 
there still remained to the latter about 30,000 
men, either in the Tyrol, or on the Brenta. 

Perhaps it may be acceptable to compare the 
statement just given, with that of the forces sent 
also by the French into Italy, and with that of 
the loss which they sustained. 

The army of Bonaparte (or of the Lower Alps) 

before the opening of the campaign - SO^OOO 

Troops drawn from the two armies which had 
made war in Spain^ and which were sent 
into Italy, in March, April, and M^y - 35,000 

Army of Kellermann (or of the Upper Alps) 
which, after the peace with the King of 
Sardinia,, was successively incorporated 
with that of Bonaparte - - - 2jl,000 

Reiaforcements which arrived from the interior, . 

till January 15, 1797 ... - 18,000 

Troops raised in Italy . .. • ^ - 12^000 

total . 120,000 

Bonaparte found himself, at the end of Ja- 
nuary, at the h^ad of about 60,000 men. He 
had therefore lost at tiiat period^ an equfllnumber^ 
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in killed, prisoners, rendered unfit for service, 
or dead in the hospitals : that is to say, only 
15,000 less than the Austrians. If one is sur- 
prised that the difference between the loss of the 
one army, almost always victorious, and that of 
of the vanquished army, was not greater, a 
reason for it will be found in the indifference 
with which fionaparte always lavished the blood 
of his soldiers ; an indifference to which he owed 
almost all his success, in the sacrifices of men 
which he made at Lodi, at Fonteniva and Arcole, 
and, more than all, in the diseases occasioned by 
the cfimate, the blockade of Mwitua, and the 
intemperance of the French soldiery.* 

* It is assuredly not iivtended to induce a belief, that 
this estimate of the forces which the French and Aus- 
tiians had in Italy, and of the losses which they sus- 
tained there, is arithmetically exact. Every judicious 
reader will perceive, that to determine this point with 
precision^ one must have at the same time the state- 
ments made in the respective war departmeats of 
Vienna and Parb. Ho more than a near and probable 
estimate has been pretended to be given. There ia 
every reason to believe it to be so, from the numerous 
researches made on this* sftbject, from the assertions of 
persons applied tOj and from the information which 
they have given on the force, and the periods of arrival^ 
of the different corps which have been respectively 
Mnt iato Italy, doling this cwipaiga. 
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It has been seen^ in the course 6f this work, 
from what causes^ and owing to whatfaiilt^ the 
Generals Beaulieu, Wurmser, and d'Alvinzy^ 
were successively driven out of the Milanese^ 
from the Duchy of Mantua, and finally from att 
Italy. After having sustained, for four years^ 
so many losses and expenses, the cabinet of 
Vienna, nevertheless, formed, during this cam** 
paign, six powerful armies in Italy> made greater 
Qfforts» and displayed greater resources towarda 
the end of the war, than it had done in the be* 
^ning of it Though it might prdi>ably have 
done better, had it began as it ended, it deserves 
applause, however, for the wisdom with which it 
reserved its means iu a war, the long duration 
of which it was easy to foresee, and for the 
energy with which it employed them in thdsr last 
campaign. This would, without doubt, have 
been a successful one, if the means which were 
providctd with v^ur, had been directed widi 
ability. But the Austrian Generals^ persisting 
in Italy in their old ideas of tactics, while the 
Archdttloe was advantaigeouriy fbUowiBjg new 
bnes in Germany, cdnstaiitly practised in the 
former country their system of ubiquit^^ not- 
withstanding the success with which B^aafMrtv 
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opposed to them a c^mtrary Itoe of eonxloct. 
Tbeir xnode of carrying on the war was metb^ 
dical and slow, while bia was enttrprising a«Mi 
violent : Tbey were naking combiQaliQns, while 
be was preparing battles: They were shewing 
themselves on all points, while be made a point , 
of ftppearing strong but on cme : They were txr 
tending tbemseWes, and endeairouriag to cir^ 
cvmyent bUn by their manoenvres, while he con* 
tracted himself, and advancing rapidly en mass^ 
against tbe point which it was of importance tb 
bim to force, broke in amoment the line and tbt 
fOidl»i«ations which they bad formed againet hitn. 
It was to this system, invariably followed by 
Boflapartey that be owed tlie victories of Mil- 
Isaimo, Mootecbiaro^ Ca^tiglione, Roverede, and 
Rivoli: it was by the rapid transposition and 
vident employment of his troope, that he gained 
sach bnUiaiU successes^ in the months of AugDist, 
November, and January; and that at each of 
these periods, in less than six days^ he discen- 
eerted plaos^ and dispersed armies^ which' had 
been two months in forming* 

^Qxm secondary ca.u^s alsa contributed very 
■nidb te the issue of Ibis eampaign. The cotsnctl 
of war, at Vienna, chose, as it had done in the 
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preceding ones, not only to take the charge of 
forming the general plan of the campaign^ but 
ako to direct the execution and local application 
of it The Austrian Generals, bound by posi- 
tive instructions, not daring to undertake any 
thing contrary to them, and being less responsi- . 
ble for events, than for their obedience to the 
orders which they had received^ were often 
obliged to sacrifice to them opportunities of 
probable success, even sought for them less 
anxiously, and considered less how to deserve 
applause, than bow to escape censure. The 
first dispositions Of the Austrians being made 
with a great deal of care, exactness, and often 
with ability, and the General executing them 
with scrupulous fidelity, they were almost always 
crowned with success.* But when the talents 
of the enemy^ or the chance of war, produced 
any unfweseen event, which reduced the Aus- 
trian Generals to the impossibility of executing 

* It may be recollected^ that iii the three expedi- 
tions undertaken for the relief of Mantua^ ia the months 
of August^ November, and January^ the Austrians 
were victorious during the three or four first days; 
they were almost always so in the eourse of this war> 
vheoever they began the execution of an offensive 
plan ; and this from the causes just shewn. 
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the plan which had been dictated to them; 
then, obliged to rely on their own discretion, not 
being in the habit of taking it for their guide, 
and fearing to commit themselves, they neither 
dared, nor tvere capable of.acting independently, 
and did not hazard any of those decisive strokes, 
whid), in certain circumstances, can alone give 
victory. ' 

Bonaparte was much more advantageously 
circumstanced. The necessity in which* the 
Executive Directory found itself of payings main- 
taining, and subsisting the armies of the Re- 
public, at the expense of the countries which 
they occupied, did not admit of its limiting the 
power of its Generals ; and as those had every 
thing to do, it was requisite that they should 
have the power to do every thing. To these 
considerations was added, the confidence which 
Bonaparte's first victories inspired. They taught 
the Directory that it might rely on the talents 
and good fortune of this young man* They left 
it altogether to him to direct, at his will, the 
force which was entrusted to him. Exempt from 
all responsibility, and neither mistrusting him- 
self or his fortune, he could take advantage of 
all favourable circumstances, and gouM even 
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seek for Tictory in hasard. All the confidetice 
wUch the Directory had in Booaparto^ he ex* 
tended to the Generals who were under hini| 
and left them the liher^ of regulating their con* 
duct accordii^ to circamstances and their own 
judgment He had seldom occasion to repent 
of the latitude which he gave them ; and when 
they made a bad use of it, he employed them no 
more; he changed his Generab, but not his 
^stom. He owed to it great part of his 8uc« 
cesses ; as those of the Archduice, in Germimy) 
resetted principally from the full powers which 
be had received, and from the independence if| 
which be was placed, of the direction, as well as 
censure, of the aulic council of war. 

Bonaparte appears also to have very ably em^^ 
ployed another powerful means of success, that of 
treachery and secret inteUigence. Imitadng, in 
that respect, Prince Eugene^ be spared no pains 
nor expense, to procure faithful spies, and^ gain 
ov€^ people,, wbo were in a situation to admit of 
ti^^r being well informed. Taking, with one 
band, money from the countries which he bad 
caiiq,u6r^, hs lavished it with the oth^, to pur«^ 
Qhascy or to disi^ov^r, the secrets of his enemies* 
Tbf Aaatriaa Generals^ having little moimy ta 
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^pose of for the same object, and not being 
able to procure it in the same manner that Bona* 
parte did, had it not in their power to be equally 
prodigal* In this they laboured under a very 
great disadvantage; and it is not one of the least 
real causes of their reverses. Those which they 
experienced in the latter months of this cam- 
paign, resulted also, in great part, from the quality 
#f the troops which they commanded. The 
armies, which were formed in the months of No- 
vember and January, had a (considerable pro- 
portion of recruits. The flower of the army of 
Italy had been destroyed or taken, in the fatal 
expedition of the month of August; and what 
li^n escaped, was afterwards shut up in Mantua, 
with M. de Wurmser. The sixth army, formed 
since the month of January, and of which the 
Archduke Charles has taken the command, is 
also, in great part, composed of young soldiers^ 

* The day after the first battle of Castiglione 
^the 4th of August), he gave «£900 to an Italian 
*py, who gave him, in the course of the day, an 
exact account of the position of the Austrians, 
^nd of the number of their troops. In consequence 
of* this informatioB, the French General made, in the 
night of the 4th, the dispositions which might be 
most advantageous, and which procured him the 
victory which he gained the next day* 
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That of the French, on the contrary, with the. 

exception of some thousands of men raised i& 

Italy, is composed of the best troops of the Re- 

public. In proportion as the latter disengaged 

itsetf, by peace, from part of its enemies, it dir 

mini(shed the number of its armies, and sent to 

those which itTetained, the choice part of those 

which it suppressed. Thus, the troops which 

had been employed against Spain, La Vendee^ 

and the King of Sardinia, went to repair the 

losses of the armies in Germany and Italy* 

The latter consists at present of none but 

formed and veteran soldiers; while the £m-« 

peror has been only enabled to supply with 

recruits, (he void which has taken place in 

his armies. The French Republic has at this 

time the same advantage over the Emperor^ 

with respect to the quality of troops, which 

that Prince had over it at the commencement 

of the war.* 

* These are not the only causes which have givea^ 
the French such a great superiority over the Aus^ 
trians in this campaign. There are others, which 
arose from the nature of the country in which the 
war was carried on> and from the difference be« 
tween the soldiers respectively employed. The theatre^ 
of war has been very disadvantageous to tjt^e Aus-? 
trians. The mountains of Piedmont and Tyfoli are 
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timmt M catti^iMly diffieult of access. The val- 

Jejs which -separate them ^are covered with in«ilberry<t 

-CAMS and Yines^ pianled in hedge-rows, or in Arboor9> 

IbriniDg narrow corered ways, which most be forced • 

4me after the other by the soldier. The roads are 

defiles Jined with walls, and are nevertheless the only 

places where the cavadry can act* The ground ii| 

liombardy is not more favourable^ for war: It is no|b 

mountainous, bat it is' equally divided by vii^e waA 

ttutbeny hedges^ and the cukmre of rice requires a 

^ vast number of ditches full of watery which are no 

less embarrassing. A General must not hope to direct 

-the movements of Iris • troops on * the aground : he can 

^nly maneevtvre on maps, and ^according to the whole 

of his position taken together. In the Italian Tyrol, a 

Hbattalion can never march or attack4iuAant As soon 

ftt jt advances to the enemy, it must be scattered 

/ahfmttAiiraiHeurs; then each man^must act for bim- 

"self, and consider himself alone, as a^sman army. He 

f4afnstadvano0%4ili^ rapidity when he is supported ; re- 

tm 4n ' tbefttoiiie^manner when he is^ not ; -he -mmt 

^re i'prifpos, then put himself under cover; he muit 

'call his-^companions-wheh he has found a good pass. 

^Whitt disadvantage does not the Austrian soldier labomr 

^tinder in such a country ! He is obliged to fight -with 

\a masket weighing' eighteen pound«i to carry sixty 

* cartridges, a very heavy knapsaek, aiid a cloak around 

^his breast whichalmost stifles -hiin; - In this • condition 

'^isto^cbntend^th the Fieneh soldier, wh^semuiiket 

weighs no more than a fovfltng-pieoe, who has'iifothing 

bpt a wretched coat upon his back, which undoubtedly 

does not embarrass him, and whose natural agility, as 

well as his spedes of courage, rendersLvery^fit for this 

kind of irar. 

All njew methods have succeeded in war, from the 
Macedp^iap phalanx to the tactics of Frederick. The 
French owe a great part of their successes to the new 
mode of fighting which they have adopted. They pfe- 
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piriMiti wbipk th0j 4mi% t0 S^0^^ F^AtutM\>^ 
Ihe eh^rst, witbMi MHiiiigi . $ft tjM$ ppm^ /wbiob -^aflb 
■uilc« ibe tiifMliiilii and inliiiMkl^ 4I10M1 who .ait 
I0 wail :ib0)i! alilAck» ihe brancal 4lhraiNlf lahniitMig^ 
Mil iBa»iia% itMoiifagiog Mch wdiof*: vYjaaagfihuib' 
itlfliipal ibeaniflvea at tbMr batMUaadjAai^.iheir idatar 
^ari. The 4wi4 malt feUafraiaft isocne diMMM^iMS 
fUb iHillbe gr0M4L AitttleryhasboiifttkMiiiiidihf 
aopo M aatiof ihe tKranak i« llaly ) ih^ utmotii «lwa|V 
dbafjged %ti«b t4ba. bayiHiet.^be 4aaicMi •rwar. ip 
teata, merj brsfvi; '«atU aMiMg#<)» it.wonM iW^llha fiiK 
aa Eaaopt. Ait toatUag ia ^dbaa t^.i^jmict and ai^ 
koUl tbaibiaiwy and gMd-wiU of ilae«rtMti:« Mt'm 
iaft (to all »bt tondrs of bit profealioQ;; ^ fdeil laf 
UUtng or.baiag fctlM it looattantly pattaalad lia rbin 
lpibi4 Mhti awl noqaiilHiad. j(iris(iieim.difgaiflrii)bir 
Aa eDftbmiatoi laf .bimoiir, ibf ibe aMnd iaf?ii Mli ><i y 
^titic^aadlhaialiiiifpf AfaadnuA..' Mjhfimf^mfm^^ 
4Mtiotitba]iMadi«tt>«be ae^ibe iOi^iiMidflliabtPlMiiif 
#haae fteoioiMMftigts^arhicb bM«»ibttbdP4MiciA|it#Ml 
fltaodara tiawa^bateaahofiao ihiaf ladgr fif9fm!^9V»'^ 
af Ibe deTatioB i0f :ibie aokUatt.. It tit.rliwi .tbat j«i 
^wmjr* wbota fktnaait wttm abnmit |p«f4wtj bw l«9^t»v^ 
fOftfOibaiMQ llif ona^evy ifi4siiqr wMb<(^pf«k ^o HV^mfl 
«tiapQtiiian« {Mtions ( mA i #ftiran i ^ i « >»i >te. tmftijlv* 
.aidatj beaa icaiMamly wfiad an# ^^tltbrngli i> iail|)H ;«> 
. haae baao akmtrtd Om H^Jmm i^Wiyitt f^^Mi i¥P 
libit waf, i»aqa»i(lap jtwH iaia bat btft» /fl>f rM»f »»ew iMy¥Pg 
cMMmbatidfiM fffary^ium^ 
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